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 Look of a Leader 

“Serve the Lord with gladness” 

Ps.100:2 
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Zones to Shine Jesus’ Love 
at Fall Fests 

LWML Zones will shine in September and October as members gather for annual Fall Fests. This year’s 
Bible study, written by LWML Senior Counselor Rev. Bill Schneider, Ph.D., is based on our biennium 
theme verse Matthew 5:16, and will encourage attendees to “Let Your Gospel Light Shine!” The Bible 
study, prepared in two parts, will give zones the option of presenting both parts at a full day event, or 
presenting the first part at a half-day event and allowing societies to delve into the second part at future 
meetings.   

 

Zones are deep in plans inviting special speakers and planning for elections of officers. In the Lawton 
Zone, Edwina Reddick, Director of Family Promise, will speak at St. John, Lawton, on September 29, 
on their ministry to homeless families in the Lawton area. In the Tulsa Zone, Patti Ross, LWML Vice 
President of Christian Life, and Sharon Schmidt, Tulsa Zone Vice President, will speak on Mission 
Opportunities Short Term (MOST) Ministry. Meryem Bennai will speak at St. John’s, Moore, in the 
Oklahoma City Zone, on September 15. Ms. Bennai, a member of Oklahoma District’s Heart to Heart 
committee, is a former Muslim and is married to Rev. Nordeen Bennai. 

 

Planned ”Gifts from the Heart” ingatherings include the Tulsa Zone collecting eyeglasses for MOST with 
plans for those items to be taken to Nigeria in November by Ms. Ross and Ms. Schmidt. Lawton Zone 
will collect household items and children’s games and toys for Family Promise. Both the Panhandle and 
the Kingfisher Zones will be collecting items for the Orphan Grain Train. Hannah’s Heart, a ministry that 
distributes care packages to families who have children in hospitals long term, will be the recipient of 
the ingathering at the Oklahoma City Zone.   

 

Joyce Von Dielingen, Vice President of 
Christian Life, distributed at District Board 
of Director meetings suggested agendas 
for both half and full day events as well as 
the Bible study. Other items Fall Fest 
planners may access are a DVD of 
Oklahoma District mission grant projects 
and the skit “Make the World Bright.” 
Planners of Fall Fests are encouraged to 
contact Von Dielingen at 
dvondiel@earthlink.net with questions or 
to access further resources.  
 

www.OKLWML.org 

“In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father, who is in 
heaven.”  

Matthew 5:16 

Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!  

Fall Fest Locations 
Enid   Sept. 22 Redeemer, Enid 
Kingfisher  Sept. 22 Our Savior, Guthrie 
Lawton   Sept. 29 St. John, Lawton 
Miami   Sept.   8 St. John, Pryor 
Oklahoma City Sept. 15 St. John’s, Moore 
Panhandle  Sept. 22 St. Paul, Texhoma 
Ponca City  Sept. 22 Our Redeemer, Cushing 
Tulsa    Sept.   8 First, Muskogee 



SONshine from Susan 
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So what are you doing in LWML these days?   

 

-Are you collecting mites to support mission projects in Oklahoma and  
 around the world? 
-Are you helping your society plan programs or activities for the coming year? 
-Are you working with your pastor on LWML Sunday preparations? 
-Are you praying for LWML and missionaries around the world? 
-Are you giving a donation to the Oklahoma Disaster Relief Fund? 
-Are you making quilts for Lutheran World Relief? 

-Are you leading a Bible study for your local society or the Zone Fall Fest? 
-Are you recycling printer cartridges, cell phones, GPSs, and laptop computers to create less trash and earn a  
 donation to Oklahoma LWML? 
-Are you collecting school kits, health kits, sewing kits, and baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief? 
-Are you registering your congregation’s college students with LCMS Student Connect? 
-Are you keeping up with LWML on Facebook and the OK LWML web page www.oklwml.org? 
-Are you gathering wheelchairs, walkers, medical supplies and clothing for Orphan Grain Train? 
-Are you gathering a group of teens to attend the LWML “Jump Into Fun” event in Edmond on Sept. 29? 
-Are you saving stamps for mission? 
-Are you planning to attend an LWML Zone Fall Fest? 

 

God gives multitudes of opportunities for service –enough to make us dizzy!  Every woman can be a part of Lutheran 
Women in Missions.  We do not serve for our own glory or recognition from others.  But when we do all for God’s glory, 
we definitely SHINE for the whole world to see.   

God’s blessings, President Susan Brunkow 

Received via Lori Steele, Vice 
President for Gospel Outreach:  

 

“Thank you for accommodating our 
request to take a part of the mission 
grant (moneys) for CWC (Christian 
Welfare Center) with us to present 
the check in person.  We are getting 

more and more excited as our departure date of August 18 draws 
near.   Please thank the whole OK District Board for us for their 
decision on this matter.  We go counting on your prayers and 
encouragement.  God's blessings to you…….Pastor Carlton and 
Arlene Reimer” 

 

The CWC, Malappuram, India, was founded in 1956 as part of an 
LCMS mission outreach to the Malabar region teaming evangelism 
with medical work. At the time the community of 100,000 Hindu, 
Muslim and Christian residents had no hospital. Muslims responded 
warmly to healing services. Medical services provided include 
maternity and child welfare, treatments for tuberculosis and leprosy, 
and  general health care, as well as community health services such 
as a Home and Environmental Sanitation and Protected Water 
Supply Program. The initial building was supported by a $57,000 
LWML grant, and the center continues as a district mission project 
(see page 9, #20).  The Oklahoma LWML Board of Directors voted 
to send half of the mission total ($4,000) with Rev. Carlton and 
Arlene Reimer as they journeyed to India in August. They have been 
very active in the CWC, India.  

Susan  

Brunkow 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”   
(Matt 5:16) 

 
Mark Kreklau:  

Beloved  
Husband;  
Faithful  
Servant 

 
Mark Kreklau, husband of LWML President 
Kay Kreklau, passed away on June 13, 
2012. Mr. Kreklau was an avid volunteer for 
His Lord serving in the LLL, mission pro-
jects, as an elder and as chairman of his 
congregation in North Dakota. “While we 
mourn the loss with Kay and her family, we 
give thanks for Mark, who lived in faithful 
Christian service out of gratitude for the gift 
of redemption purchased by His Savior, 
Christ Jesus,” wrote Edie Norris, LWML 
Public Relations Director.  

 

Oklahoma District LWML Board of Directors 
unanimously voted to send a portion of 
mites collected at Fall Fests to national mis-
sion projects in memory of Mark Kreklau.  
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As we begin this year under the theme of “Shine,” I could think of no better place to start than to 
encourage us all to be “at the Redeemer’s Feet.” In Luke 10 we read about a visit of Jesus to the 
home of Mary and Martha. On one hand, Martha is busy with all of the preparations for her 
guests. She was doing her very best to see that they were cared for properly. Martha wanted her 
guests to feel welcome in her home. On the other hand, we find Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
listening to what He had to say. The lesson in this account is in what Jesus has to say - “but only 
one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from 
her.” (Luke 10:42 NIV) As Mary sat at the Redeemer’s feet, taking in all He had to say, she was 
preparing to shine. 

 

Do you find the time to sit “at the Redeemer’s feet?”  With all of the demands on our time, it is 
sometimes difficult to sit and listen. Jesus points out, through His words to Martha, that time 
spent with Him is precious and that which we learn is of an eternal nature. Where better to learn 
of God than at the feet of Jesus? Where better to gather the energy we need in order to shine to 

all the world than at the feet of Jesus?  It is at the Redeemer’s feet where we learn about the character of God. It is at 
the Redeemer’s feet where we find strength, encouragement, love, and acceptance. It is at the Redeemer’s feet where 
our faith is strengthened. It is at the Redeemer’s feet where we can begin to understand God’s will for our lives. These 
are important reminders for women who are pulled and stretched in so many directions with all of the many demands of 
being wives, moms, grandmoms and so much more! 

  

Shining is an activity. It requires action on our part. As we get up from our time at the Redeemer’s feet, we move into 
shining His light to all the world. That’s what LWML is all about. May we have teachable spirits, be able to sit at His feet, 
listen to and learn from Him as Mary did. Then, we will be able to shine brightly for Him through each and every mission 
opportunity. God’s blessings! 

Pastor Bill Schneider, OK LWML Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights                      Shining! 

Special Gifts Fund  

 

The Oklahoma District Convention in April 2012 had the theme of “You will be my Witnesses.” How 
appropriate that President Susan Brunkow set the theme for this biennium as “Shine,” and that 
chosen for our Fall Fests would be “Let Your Gospel Light Shine!” Recently all Lutheran Churches in 
Tulsa and surrounding areas held a VBS for Burmese immigrants and other ethnic groups at a large 
apartment complex. While not an LWML event, it may have appeared to be one by looking at the 
servants of the Lord. Bev England led a group; also Pat Bartley and Tricia Travers led a group, each 
taking two days of the four. Patti Ross with Teresa Nightingale and others were in charge of crafts.  I, 
with the help of four teenagers, handed out the treats. Others helped in many capacities. The song 
sung the most and the loudest during the week, with hand gestures, was “This Little Light of Mine, I’m 
going to let it shine, let it shine.”  And it did, through God’s servants to the children and the parents 
who brought them! 

 

Another way we can let our light shine is by giving to the Special Gifts Fund. This fund provides a 
means for us, as Christian Stewards, to demonstrate and express in a tangible way our deep 
gratitude for God’s many gifts and blessings to us. It is a great way to honor and remember special 
people in your life. The LWML Special Gifts Fund receives gifts and bequests to be used for the 
mission and ministry of the LWML. It can be a lasting witness to our faith.  

 

New brochures and envelopes for donations to the Special Gifts Fund have been printed and will be 
available at each Zone Fall Fest. Look for the display and pick up some for the time when you wish to 

remember a loved one or honor a special person in your life. Gifts may be sent to Oklahoma 

District LWML, c/o Leola Thiemann, P.O. Box 2326, Stillwater, OK 74076-2326. Direct 

questions to Krystine Gibson, Chairman.  
 
 

Donations were made to say “thank you” to Marguerite Christman and Betty Reichert during the 
period May 1 through June 30, 2012. 

 

Members of your Oklahoma District LWML Special Gifts Fund Committee are: Sherrie Schroeder (Vice 

President of Organizational Resources), Katie Schroeder (Treasurer) and Krystine Gibson (Chairman). 

 

Submitted by Krystine Gibson, Special Gifts Chairman 

    

Our Father in 

Heaven, we thank 

You for the gifts 

and talents of your 

servants, and for 

contributions 

made in gratitude 

for their service. 

We pray that 

funds accrued will 

bless Your people 

as we witness to 

others of Your gift 

of grace. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 



 
Page 4 The Voice of Service 

Around the World  

If readers wonder what participating in a short-term mission 
trip is like, they might ask Dianna Just. Dianna travels fre-
quently on such trips, this past summer serving in Hong 
Kong. From June 22 through July 20, she spent her days 
teaching English to school children, Vacation Bible School 
to younger children, and sharing the Gospel with high 
school students of the Lutheran Church of Hong Kong. Be-
tween teams of mission servants and the people of Hong 
Kong differences in cuisine exist and definitions of air con-
ditioning vary, but one thing they came to agree upon is 
that God is faithful. Where languages differed, the Spirit 
moved, and the Gospel 
was shared.  

 

While in Hong Kong, 
Dianna emailed her ac-
tivities, prayer concerns, 
and experiences living in 
this different culture. Un-
der a mission team’s 
guidance, the children of 
Hong Kong heard the 
Word of God, learned 
songs about Jesus, and 
made crafts that they 
took home to share with 
families who might have 
known little about God’s 
love for His people. Chil-
dren ranged in age from preschool to high school, including 
children with special needs.  

 

One of the 
more moving 
moments 
occurred 
during an 
evening 
event for 500 
high school 
students 
from area 
Lutheran 
high schools 
when Cyn-
thia, a fellow 

member of 
the mission 
team, shared 
her story. 
Paraphrasing 
Dianna’s 
emailed ac-
count: Cyn-
thia, born in 
Hong Kong, 
spoke of how 
her father moved 
her family to the 
United States 
when she was little. She did not speak English, and she 
was the only non-Caucasian kid in her school. She hated 
everything about her new world. A couple of months after 
moving the family here, her father abandoned the family 
and returned to Hong Kong leaving them with no money. 
She has not seen her father since. Hardships abounded, 
but God’s grace led her to a Lutheran high school, where 
the Spirit became very real to her. Upon graduation from 
high school, she applied for grants and scholarships to col-
lege but received nothing. Her mother decided to return the 
family to Hong Kong. Two hours before they were to leave 
their house for their flight, Cynthia received a full-ride schol-
arship to Concordia University Austin. She attained a 
teaching degree and now teaches in Hawaii. She told the 
crowd...that “God will be with you in good times and hard 
times, and He is the ONLY God,” wrote Dianna. “God had 
made His connection through her, and she had prayed and 
asked us to pray for just that to happen. God is faithful.” 

 

Mission team members were assigned to high school stu-
dent teams who showed them the city and monuments. 
This excursion gave Dianna an opportunity to share the 
Gospel with several teen boys. One responded that he be-
lieved the Christian faith, but that he was waiting until adult-
hood to convert. He feared his father’s reaction, proof that 
acceptance of the faith by family members is difficult and 
fear is real when tak-
ing such bold steps. 

 

Dianna has more to 
tell concerning her 
Hong Kong trip (as 
well as her trip to 
Alaska to teach VBS 
following her return 
home). Consider ask-
ing Dianna to present 
to zones and socie-
ties about her travels. 
Interested groups can 
contact her at dianna-
just@gmail.com. 

Left: Dianna Just, during her  mission 
trip to Hong Kong this past summer. 

Short-term Mission Trips 
allow sharing of the  
Gospel in Hong Kong 

Above and below left: All smiles, chil-
dren pose with Just during VBS.  

Just was given a guided tour of the city by high 
school students.  

Just met with Deaconess Carol Halter, who was 
thrilled to receive knitted octopus heads from 

the women of Claremore. 
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Around the District 

Fall is coming. In the Oklahoma 
District LWML, we might also call 
it transition season. Many  mem-
bers look forward to completing a 
term while others prayerfully con-
sider nominations.  

 

For those leaving an office or 
leadership position, I recommend checking out the leader 
development resource titled “Passing the Baton” (available 
for download at www.lwml.org). It contains valuable sug-
gestions for wrapping up your time in office, updating your 
files and sharing information with the new leader. My fa-
vorite suggestion is to pray, praise and give thanks for the 
opportunity that you have had to serve the Lord.  

 

Stepping into a new leadership role? The same resource 
has a section called “Accepting the Baton”. The first piece 
of advice is the same: pray, praise and give thanks. Here I 
offer a second piece of advice. Look for your invitation to 
“LOL- Shining Examples” which will be held on November 
2. You will receive helpful information about your new of-
fice and leadership encouragement from zone officers. 

 

I’m writing this while watching the summer Olympics. To-
day, a promising relay team was disqualified for problems 
passing the baton. Now is the time to make plans so that 
the same fate doesn’t befall your transition to or from of-
fice. 

 

Submitted by Sherrie  Schroeder 

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) is a Christian, hands-on hu-
manitarian aid and disaster relief organization built on a 
nationwide network of volunteers. OGT’s 18 regional 
branches collect, pack and ship approximately 150 truck-
loads of donated clothing, relief supplies and humanitarian 
aid each year. Since 1992, more than 63 million pounds of  

aid have been delivered 
to people in need in more 
than 40 countries. Disas-
ter relief within the United 
States is a key part of 
OGT’s mission. Since 
hurricane Katrina, more 
than 147 truckloads of 
supplies have been 
shipped to the Gulf Coast 
to support the recovery 
efforts.  An additional 330 
truckloads of hay and 
forage products were de-

livered from 2000 through 2003 to drought-stricken farm-
ers in the Midwest during Operation Hay and Grain Lift. A 
recognized service organization of the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod (LCMS), OGT has a number of special 
projects that include unique, specialized opportunities to 
make a direct impact on the lives of those in need.  

 

OGT will stop in Okar-
che in early October.  
Would you like to get on 
board?  Societies are 
invited to participate in a 
clothing drive.  Items 
needed include infant 
clothing, diapers 
(infants and adults), 
children’s clothing and 
shoes, men’s work 
clothes, shoes & shoe-
strings (especially work 
shoes for men), new un-
derwear and socks for children and adults, summer cloth-
ing, and winter clothing (caps, coats, gloves, mittens, 
scarves, sweaters).  If you would like to participate, please 
contact Linda Lee Kremeier at 405-205-3207 (cell) or 405-
263-7311 (work).  Societies are asked to bring their dona-
tions to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 408 W. Colorado (6th 
and Colorado Street), Okarche, OK, by late September.   

 

Submitted by Delia Hanson 

Save the Date, 
November 2, for 
Leadership  
Training 

Food for the Soul 
"Thy Kingdom Come”...The kingdom of God is not a 
mountaintop to which we climb through our own 
achievements. It is not a never-never land to which you 
can escape by shucking responsibilities and freaking out.  
It is a gift of God. His gift comes to everyone who is with 
Christ. In Him there is freedom from the past, and power 
for the future. It isn't doing as you please, but going with 
Him. Doing as you please leads to slavery. Going with 
Him is the road to freedom - freedom from the worst 
with the promise of the best. It is getting rid of the guilt 
and getting hold of life. It is life in His kingdom. 

 

Submitted by Pastor Ron Simpson, 
Junior Pastoral Counselor 

Orphan Grain Train Plans 
Fall Stop in Oklahoma 

Jac E. Ersland, John’s, Okarche, 
packs items for Orphan Grain Train 

Carol Willcutt, St. John’s, Okarche, 
sorts clothing for Orphan Grain Train. 
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   Around the Zones 

Women of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, 
held their annual Mother's Day Breakfast on May 13, 
2012.  More than 30 attended and enjoyed a delicious 
breakfast prepared by the women of the Immanuel 
LWML, WinGS (Women in God's Service).  This year's 
theme was "Hats and Gloves."  

 

The tables were decorated with these items, owned by 
the women and brought from their closets of years past.  
The ladies enjoyed reminiscing and telling stories about 
the hats and gloves they used to wear to church every 
Sunday.  Special programming was provided by college 
student, Elizabeth Schaulat, flute soloist.   

 

Submitted by Delia Hansen 

Immanuel, OKC, Honors Mothers 

Pictured from left to right: Marcel Maupin (treasurer), Laura Schaulat 
(secretary), Delia Hansen (president), and Lois Hulings (vice president).  

St. John’s, Moore, Enjoys  
Historical Outing 

St. John’s WCSS, Moore, enjoyed their annual Ladies 
Outing in July, with lunch at Jubilee Market, local bakery, 
restaurant, and curio shop, followed by a trip to the Okla-
homa Historical Center. Each summer this group enjoys 
an outing together, celebrating Christian sisterhood and 
the joys of serving our Lord through their mission goals. 
At least three mother-daughter duos participated reveal-
ing LWML enthusiasm for uniting generations.  
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Tulsa Zone Shines  
The Gospel Light 
Editor ’s Note: With this issue, we begin a new fea-
ture where we shine on our individual distr ict 
zones. This issue we shine on the Tulsa Zone, and 
thank Carol Fruehling, zone president, for her con-
tribution.  

 

 

Most of us represent the metropolitan Tulsa area. 
Christ the Redeemer, Grace, Good Shepherd, and 
Our Savior are in Tulsa. King of Kings is in Glen-
pool. Immanuel and Trinity are in Broken Arrow. 
The others are a mix of smaller cit ies, towns and 
rural communities. Muskogee and Tahlequah are 
both First Lutheran; Okmulgee and Sallisaw are 
both Trinity. (I wonder if any other zone has two 
First and three Trinity churches to confuse their 
Zone President!) 
 
Our societies participate in a variety of LWML 
events including attending distr ict and national 
conventions, zone fall and spring events. Local 
society activit ies designed to include all women in 
their congregations include hosting special teas or 
luncheons during the year and Christmas programs 
and dinners in December. They also support their 
church members by providing meals and assis-
tance for shut- ins and new mothers.  

 

When it comes to fund -raising for their activities, 
Mites and other Missions, Tulsa Zone is both crea-
tive and active.  We hold bake sales, garage sales, 

Jar Mix Sales, LWML Cookbook Sales, used book 
sales, and last but not least Immanuel and Trinity 
in Broken Arrow help host craft shows at their 
churches. King of Kings hosts a Spring Market that 
has outgrown their church and is now held at the 
Glenpool Conference Center.  

 

Just so we don’t run out of things to do, we also 
spend time quilting, and collecting and assembling 
kits for LWR. Nigeria, Haiti, Alaska, Guatemala, 
Grenada and China are just some of the places 
members have visited on mission tr ips with their 
church or other organizations.  

 

I am finishing my second term as Tulsa Zone Pres-
ident. My biggest struggle is in getting all societies 
to participate in zone leadership by accepting ei-
ther elected or appointed offices. Though this zone 
is home to the last two District Presidents, Bev 
England and Patti Ross, we have experienced dif-
f iculty this fall in f inding ladies to run for zone of-
f ices. On a more posit ive note, I am happy that 
wide-eyed and excited Alexis Wasson, Public Re-
lations Representative, helped me to begin a quar-
terly newsletter. It has since become a yearly edi-
tion and will come out in September. I hope it wil l 
continue because it was the f irst of its kind in Ok-
lahoma, and perhaps the first in the nation.  

 

Submitted by Carol Fruehling, Tulsa Zone President  

 
 

Meryem Bennai was born and 
raised in Morocco in a large family 
of six brothers and two sisters. Her 
mother was Jewish and her father 
Muslim. Her family lived in the little 
town of Mohammedia. Meryem went 
to school in Morocco. Upon gradua-
tion from high school, she dreamed 
of coming to the United States and 
joining her two brothers, Moham-

med and Karim, to finish her studies. She applied for her 
visa numerous times but each time was denied.  

 

Meryem’s dream was smothered and ended at the consu-
late, so she tried to finish her studies in Morocco earning 
an associate’s degree in accounting. She got a job for a 
short period of time and stayed home helping her mother 
around the house. She had opportunities to marry, but she 

turned each down for one reason or another. The Lord had 
other plans for her. 

 

In 2006, in Morocco, she married Rev. Nordeen Bennai. He 
could return to the States, but she could not join him as she 
lacked a visa. He returned and petitioned on her behalf. In 
2008 the Lord opened the door for her to join him here. 

 

Upon Meryem’s arrival in America, she was faced with 
health challenges that led to spiritual challenges as well. 
The Lord was always there, though, for her and her hus-
band to walk with them through their valleys. 

 

By the grace of God, Meryem was confirmed in the Chris-
tian faith in March 2012 at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Edmond. Nordeen and Meryem are based at Holy Trinity 
as missionaries to the Muslim community in Oklahoma 
reaching out to the other children of Abraham.  

Submitted by Rev. Nordeen and Meryem Bennai 

Born Muslim, Now Lutheran, and Sharing God’s Word 
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Teens invited to  
 “Jump Into Fun” 

Three teenagers (pictured left) from Messiah, Oklaho-
ma City, working with Messiah Quilters, recently met 
and assembled their first quilt for Lutheran World Re-
lief. The girls also love to bake and get together from 
time to time to work on their baking skills. They have 
made lots of cookies that they share with the shut-ins 
from Messiah Lutheran Church.    

Submitted by Susan Bieber  

Pictured  above from left  to right: Annalyse, Emilia and Ad-

dison Baker, Messiah Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City 

Teen girls are invited to “Jump Into Fun” at Holy Trinity in 

Edmond on Saturday, September 29. A fun day of service, 

fellowship, food and a trip to Edmond’s Elevation Trampo-

line Park will begin at 10 a.m. with devotions led by Okla-

homa District President Rev. Barrie Henke. Teens will 

make Christmas stockings for Blue Star Mothers of Ameri-

ca, an organization that supports military service personnel 

who are unable to be home for the holiday. Food for the 

event is sponsored by LWML, and cost of admission for  

Elevation is sponsored as well.  

For anyone wanting to travel on Friday evening, arrange-

ments have been made for a lock-in at Holy Trinity. Those 

attending the lock-in will stay in Holy Trinity’s youth group 

room. Showers will be available. Societies should look for 

the event flyer being distributed through the zones. At-

tendees are asked to RSVP by September 22. See the 

event flyer at www.oklwml.org. Contact Susan Bieber 

(jgbieber@cox.net) for more information. 

Teens Assemble In His  
Service 

BTW (or “By The Way”): When events 

that include minors (younger than 18 years of age) 
are conducted, societies should secure parent per-
mission for those minors to appear in published 
photographs. Photos of children cannot be pub-
lished without these signed forms sent to the dis-
trict editor. Permission forms can be found at 
www.oklwml.org.  

Want to add teens to your group?  
Not sure how to attract them?  

Information for societies looking to include their congre-
gation’s teen girls in LWML is at www.lwml.org. Go to 
the website, click on “Ministries.” Drop down to “Teens,” 
and find “Teens Empowered for Impact,” a site created 
for teen girls. Leader resources are available. Find the 
teen page from Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly or shop for 
teen resources at the LWML online store. Ideas for mis-
sion age-appropriate mission events abound.  



Mission Grants for 2012-2014  
Grant                     Amount  Paid 
 

1. Oklahoma Ministerial Students —Christmas money        $10,000 

2. Orphan Grain Train, Orphans and Battered Women—Lithuania     $  3,400  $3,400 

3. Trinity/Hope Lutheran Schools in Haiti—Lunch Program       $  5,000 

4. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Scholarship Fund      $10,000 

5. MOST Ministries, Water Outreach Program—Family Water Systems    $  5,000  $2,500 

6. Cristo Rey “Food for Thought” Mission Outreach—Oklahoma City     $  3,500 

7. Camp Lutherhoma Kitchen Renovations—Tahlequah         $  8,500  $4,000 

8. Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch Flood Restoration          $  4,000  $2,000 

9. Catechisms for Oklahoma’s Burmese Immigrants—Guymon and Oklahoma City $  3,000  $3,000 

10. Lutheran Braille Workers—Tulsa             $  3,000  $1,500 

11. Alice Brauer’s Nutrition Program for children—India        $     500 

12. Lutheran Blind Missions—Audio Bible Study          $  3,000 

13. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Assistance—Tulsa       $  3,000  $1,500 

14. Family Promise, Aid to Homeless Families—Lawton        $  5,000 

15. Lutheran Malaria Initiative               $  3,000  

16. Hands of Mercy, Special Needs—Yambia, Sudan         $  5,000 

17. OK District Lutheran 6th Grade, Camp Lutherhoma Scholarship      $  1,600  $   200 

18. 1001 Orphans—Kenya               $  2,000 

19. OK Teen LWML Scholarship Assistance, LWML Convention 2013     $  2,000 

20. Hospital Addition, Christian Welfare Center—Malappuram, India     $  8,000  $4,000 

21. Training Future Pastors—Uganda             $  2,500 

22. Student Tuition Scholarship, Good Shepherd Lutheran School—MWC    $  1,000 

                  TOTAL  $92,000  $22,100 

Dear 
Heavenly 

Father, we 
thank You for 

Your love 
through 

Jesus. We ask 
Your 

continued 
blessing on 
our mission 
grants. May 

they give 
witness to the 
saving grace 
of Your  Son. 

In Jesus' 
name we 

pray. Amen. 
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Turning Trash into Mite-y 
Treasure 

 

How many ink cartridges do you use in a month? In the 
case of small business, in a week? What did you do with 
your last cell phone when you received your upgrade? Do 
you toss these items? Or do you give them to LWML?  

 

Since recycling efforts began, over $65,000 has been 
raised by the District putting those funds toward our district 
and national mite goals, our Special Gifts Fund, and 
toward paying for leader training programs that benefit our 
members. While assisting in raising needed funds, 
members who choose to recycle have helped keep these 
items out of our landfills allowing for better use of natural 
resources granted to us by our heavenly Father.  

“What is recyclable?” you ask. For a complete list of items 
currently received, go to www.oklwml.org, but here are a 
couple of things to remember:  

 

 In addition to printer cartridges and cell phones, these 
are accepted: pagers, PDAs, iPods, MP3 players, 
digital cameras, DVD video games and portable 
players, laptop computers, GPS systems, scientific/
graphing calculators, tablets, ereaders, and iPads.  

 

 Not accepted are: items that say “remanufactured for” 
or “compatible with,” toner bottles, toner tubes, fax 
film, and printer ribbons.  

 
Any questions, or if shipping labels are needed, members 
are advised to contact Marguerite Christman, Recycling 
Coordinator, at MChrist721@aol.com.  



District Board  

 

Oklahoma District President 

 Susan Brunkow 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Sherrie Schroeder 

VP of Christian Life 

 Joyce Von Dielingen 

VP of Gospel Outreach 

 Lori Steele 

VP of Communication 

 Myrna Lou Meyer 

VP of Special Focus  

Ministries 

 Dianna Just 

Recording Secretary 

 Esther Bersche 

Corresponding Secretary 

 Teresa Heater 

Treasurer 

 Katie Schroeder 

Financial Secretary 

 Leola Thiemann 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Bill Schneider 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ron Simpson 

Public Relations Chairman 

 Bev England 

District Editor 

 Karen Karner 

Meeting Manager/Recycling 

 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Marilyn Alsip 

Web Servant 

 Sarah Ross 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 

 Betty Reichert 

Special Gifts Chairman 

 Krystine Gibson 

Mission Servants Chairman 

 Delia Hansen 

Heart to Heart Coordinator 

 Nelly Castaneda 

Young Women Chairmen 

 Laura Price 

 Katie Schelp 

Teen LWML Coordinator 

 Susan Bieber 

Planning Facilitator 

 Sue Avis 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of 
the world. 

It’s an exciting time. One we look forward 
to each year. It’s time to deliver our Lu-
theran World Relief donations! It’s time to 
box up those quilts, school kits, personal 
care kits, baby care kits, fabric kits, and 
bath-size bars of soap (in original wrap-
ping). We are working with Muriel and 
Kenneth Greene regarding the annual 
LWR pick-up in Wichita, Kansas. Muriel 
and Kenneth have been coordinating the 
pick-up in Kansas for over 20 years. May-
be you’ve met them in the past. 
 

When you make and send a quilt, not only 
do you comfort someone you have never 
met, but you provide an object that is use-
ful in ways you probably never imagined. 
In addition to being a cozy, clean new bed 
cover, it can be: 

 a baby carrier,  

 tied around a mother’s back,  

 a market display,  

 spread on the ground and piled with 
vegetables, 

 a sack for transporting those goods to 
market, 

 a sunshade, 

 a shawl, and most importantly 

 a constant reminder that someone far 
away cares a lot. 

 

Packing Instructions:  

 Pack completed quilts and kits, like 
items together, in boxes (40 lbs. maxi-
mum).  

 Label contents in large, block letters 
on the outside of the boxes.  

 Use strong cartons secured with pack-
ing tape. Do not use plastic or paper 
bags to pack donations.  

 PLEASE NOTE: Clothing is no longer 
being accepted.  

 

Zones are asked to bring their items to St. 
Andrews Lutheran Church, 2555 Hyacinth 
Lane (I-235 and 25th Street North), Wichi-
ta, KS on Oct  9 2012.  A semi truck will 
be in place from 9 a.m. to Noon.  Drivers/
teams are asked to remain in place until 
Noon to assist with packing the truck. 

 

OK LWML Supports  
Disaster Relief Fund  

The Oklahoma Disaster Relief Fund re-
ceived donations totaling $2,725.00 ear-
marked for the Woodward area.  In July, 
we forwarded the donations to OK LCMS 
District Treasurer for disbursement.  What 
a blessing your donations will be to the 
families in need who will know the love of 
Jesus through your generosity.   

 

Quilts for Camp  
Lutherhoma, Serving the 
Lord with Gladness 

 

Many thanks go out to the LWML societies 
for responding to our call for quilts!  May 
God bless the generous women of our OK 
LWML societies.  Lutherhoma received 
almost all the quilts they need.  A few 
more queen-size quilts and about 8 twin-
size quilts are needed, so please keep 
them coming (queen size - 100” X 110 “ 
and twin size – 64” X 84”).   

Submitted by Lori Steele 

Opportunities to Shine 

 

If you are updating your zone or society bylaws to keep the names of your 
vice presidents consistent with our newly revised District bylaws, and you 
are only changing the titles, this is an editorial change that can be made 
without voting on it. 

Submitted by Mary Fiischaber, Structure Chairman 
 

Bylaws Beacon 


