
Carolyn Holbird, member of First Lutheran 
Church, Tahlequah, Oklahoma is making the 
“Most” of her talents and blessings God has 
given her by serving on short-term mission 
trips.  In fact, Carolyn has been a member of 
ten teams sponsored by Mission Opportunities 
Short Term (MOST Ministries) serving Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod missionaries, partner 
churches and related charitable organizations 

world-wide.  MOST’s slogan is 
“Empowering the Found in Reaching 
the Lost”.    
 

Carolyn says she felt called to 
missions when she was very young.  
The hymn with the words “Here Am I, 
Send Me, Send Me” has always had 
special meaning for her.  After 

raising her family and following the death of her 
husband, Carolyn was empowered to begin 
serving.  Having heard a representative of 
Lutheran World Missions speak at a church in 
Iowa, Carolyn’s daughter requested an 
application be sent to her mother.  Carolyn then  
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Enid and Cristo 
Rey, Oklahoma City came together this past 
June for the first VBS/Summer Festival in 
Spanish. Pastor Trini Castaneda distributed  a 
volunteer sheet at Cristo Rey, hoping and 
praying that we would get enough people to 
help. A week before our VBS in Enid  we had 
22 volunteers. 
 

On Monday morning, June 30th,  we drove to 
Enid to hold a three day VBS/Summer Festival. 
Upon arrival we quickly began setting up of 15 
stations: freeze toss, moon bounce, face 
painting, water station, baseball, soccer,      

Continued … VBS Outreach on Page 3 

Hispanic VBS Outreach in Enid 

 “I wish Americans realized how easy it is to be 
Christian and attend church in the US,” is what I 
have been saying over and over the last 2 days 
since I returned from China. Audrey Eggers of 
Stillwater, Zion made her third trip, and I made my 
second, to teach English to Chinese teachers this 
summer through CWEF (Concordia Welfare and 
Education Foundation). During this trip to China 
during July, I was again reminded of how 
controlled the Christians in China 
really are. The first Sunday as we 
seven American volunteers 
attended a church at a Bible 
training center in Longling, we 
had to be met by a government 
official who recorded our 
presence at church for official 
purposes. We were then granted permission to 
attend that church for the next 3 Sundays, but we 
were also reminded not to evangelize in any way or 
distribute Biblical literature. (But we were still able to 
give Bibles to 16 who personally asked us for one.) 
 

What a privilege we seven felt to worship with over 
75 vibrant young Christians in Longling. Group after 
group of 17 to 30 year olds sang praises to our 
Savior from the chancel in songs where we 
recognized the tunes and in songs that the students 
themselves had written. We were asked each 
Sunday to sing a couple of songs for them in 
English. I doubt that any of them could speak or 
understand English, but we all knew that we know 
the same Lord. On the second Sunday, we sang a 
couple of verses of  “Jesus Loves Me,” and what 
smiles came over their faces as they started to 
mouth the words they knew to that tune either in 
Chinese or in Lisu. How exciting to be one in 
worship and faith.  

Continued … Christian in U.S. on Page 8 

It’s So Easy Being a  
Christian in the U. S. 

Many Go to Guatemala—The Servant’s Heart Ministry 

Debbie Tabisz, VP of Christian Life and Patti Ross, Past District President along with 28 others from 
Tulsa and Owasso congregations, were privileged to go on a mission trip to Guatemala. The Servant’s 
Heart ministry serves the urban poor in Guatemala City and surrounding areas through teaching the 
Word of God in Bible study and VBS. While there they also cared for people by providing meals, medi-
cal clinics, education and skills training classes. 

Submitted by Debbie Tabisz, VP of Christian Life 

Go  therefore 
and make 
disciples of 
all nations… 
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When Editor, Betty Reichert shared her theme for this issue of the VOS, I became very excited about 
writing this article!  The MISSION theme is so appropriate for our district as I see it, for we are Mission 
with a capital M!!  When you read this brief recap of what I have seen and heard in this past quarter 
around our district and beyond, you will share my excitement! 
 

♥ Oklahoma LWML women involved in so many mission trips!  I can’t even count them!  Hearing of 
their experiences and how they reach out is incredible and remarkable!  Some are planning even more 
trips!  The joy from serving in this way is beyond anything we can perceive!  I encourage you to take part in a mission trip! 
 

♥ The mite giving is brisk!  Along with your generous giving, we reflect on the multitude of service being done by all of you 
out there in your churches.  Each society is doing a task after task and deed after deed for the needy!  Amazing, you quilt 
makers,  health kit assemblers, cooks, cleaners, card senders, pray-ers and your numerous other acts of kindness! 

 

♥ Hearing the results of our Mites and above mentioned services provided is astounding!  I heard it from missionaries Scheiwe and Houge  
how LWML makes an impact with their generous service.  Hearing the “quilt story” from Rev. Don Treglown is truly heartwarming!  
Hearing thanks from our seminary students and their families for food bank funds and additional monies for expenses is so very 
humbling.  They give up everything to serve our Lord by attending seminary and then they go out into congregations and lands near and 
far.  It is joyful hearing how our help to the Mission in Mexico brings smiles to children’s faces as they receive those school backpacks! 

 

♥ Receiving a call from the foundation that entrusted us with $100,000 last spring!  What a joy it was to thank them personally, so they can 
thank our benefactor! 

 

♥ Hearing plans and ideas from your area of service.  This includes Teens, YWRs, Heart to Heart, Leader Development, VOS, Field 
Reporters, Mission Grants, Christian Life, Web site and the list goes on!  Amazing! 

 

Talk about Mission in Oklahoma!  Yes, it is happening all by the Grace of God!  With jubilation we give thanks for the countless opportunities God 
gives us and for the DREAM TEAM servants that just keep coming and keep doing!  Proclaim the Gospel through your Mission service LWML’ers!  
Keep up your cheer, your goodness, your 
loving hands and hearts!  My prayers 
continue for LWML Oklahoma…Mission 
Hearts Alive bearing Fruit that will last! 
 

The DREAM TEAM will continue to bear 
fruit, because of our loving Savior, fruit that 
will last! YOU are all a part of this incredible 
DREAM TEAM! 
Keep treading and may you have great 
joy in your turn around the vineyard! 
Your sister in Christ, 
The Pres….. Bev 

Food for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the Soul    
Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! 
Sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

Sing to the LORD, bless His name; 
Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, 
His wonders among all peoples. 

For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised, 
He is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
But the LORD made the heavens. 
Honor and majesty are before Him 

Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 
Psalms 96:1-6 

 
Debbie Tabisz, VP of Christian Life 

District Biennial Goals District Biennial Goals District Biennial Goals District Biennial Goals     
The District officers and committees met, August 1 to establish the 
biennial goals. This was a great brainstorming and time of LWML 
sister fellowship. The goals are:  
 

� Identify and encourage writers in the Oklahoma District for 
Christian Life materials 

� Host a Pastors’ wives retreat   
� Develop Teen Quarterly Newsletter 
� Develop Zone Young Woman Representative program 
� Encourage zones and societies to update their Bylaws  
� MMV’s will visit inactive societies—three per quarter 
� Develop an Oklahoma District PR promotional video 
� Develop Spiritual Survival Kit for Disaster victims  
� Establish Prayer Partners at the Zone and Society levels  
� Pastoral Counselors liaison with other District Pastors at 

LWML events starting with ‘08 Fall Fests 

DDDDevoted  

 RRRRedeemed 

  EEEExclaiming His Love 

   AAAActive in prayer and service with 

    MMMMiiiission hearts alive! 

  TTTTogether 
   EEEEveryone  

    AAAAccomplishes  

     MMMMore 

Bev England 
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Plan now to attend the LWML 
33rd Biennial Convention in 
beautiful Portland, Oregon, 
where the host committee will 
roll out the purple carpet just for 
you! Set aside June 25-28, 
2009, to join your LWML sisters 
in Christ to “Look to the 
Hills...God Reigns”. 
 

What better place than Mt. Hood and its scenic surroundings to reflect on 
God’s creation and assurances. We read in Psalm 121:1-2, “I lift my eyes to 
the hills—where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the 
Maker of heaven and earth.” 
 

Begin making plans, reserve the date and encourage other LWML/LCMS 
women (men and families are welcome, too) to journey with you to the beauti-
ful Pacific Northwest. There is more information to come! Visit www.lwml.org 
for details about the convention and a post-convention cruise to Alaska of-
fered by Azumano Travel of Portland. Cabins are limited—book your reserva-
tions now! 

History Hunt 
From what page of the Anniversary book is this located 

and who is it? 
He was the oldest son of a pastor and grew up in Des Plaines, Illinois, 
which is in the Chicago area. It was expected that the oldest son of a 

pastor would also go into the ministry.  
The seventh person who emails Patti Ross with the correct answer 

will receive a small gift from the LWML Store—p.ross@cox.net.  

Winner from Summer Quarterly—Carol Fruehling, from Christ The Redeemer in Tulsa. 

Answer was on Page 8. Congratulations! 

Marilyn Alsip, Archivist-Historian 

Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund     
DO IT!  RIGHT NOW!  Have you ever told yourself that?  I have 
and then gone on to other things forgetting the directive made 
to myself.  With Fall Fests fast approaching I would like to urge 
every society (congregation) to purchase a copy of "80 Years, 
1928-2008 Reflections of the OK District LWML" for their 
permanent library.  A most excellent resource and history of our 
District LWML is made available for $8.00 at your Fall 
Fest.  Facts, statistics, photos and just plain good reading is all 
there!  (Sale monies are returned to the Special Gifts Fund, 
from whence came the cost of printing).  Let's aim to bear 
lasting fruit in our service to our Lord Jesus!  DO IT!  NOW! 
 

The balance in the Special Gifts Fund as of 3/31/08 was 
$25,357.14.  Interest added $184.29 giving us a balance as of 
6/30/08 of $25,541.43. 

Please send checks for 80th Anniversary gifts, 
memorials, honorariums, book sales monies to:    
OK District LWML Financial Secretary 
Lanece Young 
P O Box 1685 
Owasso, OK 74055 
Please include the following information: 
∗ To whom a gift is given 
∗ To whom an acknowledgement should be 

made 
∗ Who gave the gift 

LWML Store "Web Special"LWML Store "Web Special"LWML Store "Web Special"LWML Store "Web Special"    
ST. LOUIS, MO -- In order to acquaint LWML members with the 
availability of LWML products and resources through the LWML 
Web site, the LWML Store will be featuring a "Web Special" at 
the beginning of each month.  Just look for the purple glitter 
words "Web Special" on the home page, www.lwml.org. 
 

To receive these special prices, call 1-800-252-LWML (5965) 
and mention Web Special.  You may also order online at http://
shop.lwml.org/.  On the checkout page in the "Enter comments" 
box, type in "Web Special".  The price will be adjusted in the 
office before running your credit card.  Postage remains at the 
regular price rate. 
 

These specials are not automatic.  Special pricing is available 
starting the first of each month while supplies last or the item is 
no longer listed on the Web site.  Norine Stumpf, LWML Office 
Business Administrator, encourages all LWML members to 
mark their calendars and check out the "Web Special" on the 
LWML Web site at the 1st of each month! 

Portland LWML 2009 Convention Portland LWML 2009 Convention Portland LWML 2009 Convention Portland LWML 2009 Convention     
Shirt Order FormShirt Order FormShirt Order FormShirt Order Form    

As God opens doors for sharing the Good News with 
others, your 2009 LWML convention shirt will offer a visual 
witness to those you meet in Portland as well as your 
neighbors at home. Look for order forms at your Fall Fests 
or on the www.lwml.org website and click the Conventions 
button to the left. 

basketball, jump rope, hopscotch, VBS  story teaching/craft table, musical 
chairs, cookie walk, water mist, tug of war, seating area/Bible reading. We 
were able to set up in about 3 hours and just in the nick of time. We had a 
wonderful time. We worked, laughed, played, and YES … it was HOT. We 
enjoyed our time there and we loved meeting some of the Hispanic commu-
nity in Enid. We shared our faith with others and made new friends. 
 

The goal of this project was to share our faith to the Hispanic community in 
Enid and introduce them to our Lutheran Church. In other words, to plant the 
seed, and in God’s time to bear fruit. This could not have been possible with-
out the Oklahoma District LWML. They provided us with mission grants ena-
bling us to bring about this outreach. Thank you so much for all that you do in 
always supporting our Hispanic Community. You have helped us plant the 
seed and in God’s time “Bear Fruit that will Last”.  
 

Pastor Trini will be going to Enid once a week starting in August. He began 
traveling to Enid about a year ago to teach English as a Second Language 
(ESL) classes. Now he will be providing social services such as translator/
interpreter for the Hispanic community in Enid.    
 

The work of the LWML does NOT go unnoticed, not by Cristo Rey, not by 
OUR MIGHTY GOD! 

Submitted by Nelly Castaneda 

VBS Outreach—Continued from Page 1 



Miami Zone 
While many of our societies do not hold 
regular meetings through the summer, that 
does not mean that they are not busy. 
Bethlehem, Adair and Mt. Olive, Miami both 
welcomed new pastors. The LWML ladies 
from Mt. Olive also helped with a retirement 
celebration for Pastor Donald Kichhoff. The 
new LWML group at Grove is “firing up” with 
newly elected officers.  
Redeemer, Claremore and St. John’s in Pryor 
continue their ministry with the Bravo Co. 
youth from Camp Thunderbird. 
Redeemer, Bartlesville is hosting the Zone 
Fall Fest on September 27. 

Patricia Hinkel, Zone President 

Kingfisher Zone 
Our Savior in Guthrie is preparing for the Fall 
Fest to be held on September 13. Our 
speaker will be TJ Smith, Oklahoma District 
YWR Committee Chairman.  
Look forward to seeing you at the Zone Fall 
Fest. 

Sharon Bomhoff, Zone President 

Oklahoma District Zone ZipsOklahoma District Zone ZipsOklahoma District Zone ZipsOklahoma District Zone Zips    
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Lawton Zone 
Although monthly meetings have subsided 
during the summer months for many of our 
societies, our LWML ladies are still faithful in 
filling kits for Lutheran World Relief. The 
common thread running through each society 
continues to be "acts of service through love 
for Christ".   
Planning is underway for Lawton Zone's 
2008 Fall Fest.  It will be held on September 
13 at Good Shepherd, Duncan.  The LWML 
ladies of Good Shepherd have graciously 
accepted the invitation to host this year's 
festival.  We are looking forward to a 
wonderful day of celebration with all of our 
sisters in Christ.  

Gayle Anderson, Zone President 

Oklahoma City Zone 
Mission focus is strong in the Oklahoma City 
Zone. Some of the mission projects include: 
Preparing and supplying School backpacks, 
care packages to seminarians and troops, 
filling orders for Angel Food Ministries, 
marking Bibles, sending cards, making quilts, 
lunches and special banquet for Redeemer 
Lutheran Academy, banner making, caring 
for flower beds, painting, LWR projects and 
much more. 
The Oklahoma City Fall Fest will be held at 
Immanuel, Oklahoma City on September 20. 

Jeannie Merrill, Zone President 

Panhandle Zone 
Societies in the Panhandle continue to gather 
mites and assemble kits for Lutheran World 
Relief. Some have taken a summer break 
from quilting while others are working harder 
and faster to finish more than last year. 
Guymon’s Piecemakers tied 30 quilts on one 
summer day, gave 25 to Camp Lutherhaven 
and families in need, and are still working. 
Volunteers from Guymon are ready to fill the 
church’s van with gifts from the western end 
of the Panhandle. The societies at Buffalo 
and Woodward will work together to deliver 
their donations to Wichita. 
On September 27, Boise City and Texhoma 
leaguers will host the Fall Fest at Hope 
Lutheran Church in Boise City. Guest speaker 
will be Dianna Just, Vinita, missionary to 
China. 

Mryna Lou Meyer, Zone President 

Zone Fall Fests  
“Abiding in Christ,  Bearing Fruit 
that will Last” John 15:5, 16.  

The following is a list of where they will be 
held. Please mark your calendars now and 
plan to attend and join your sisters in Christ as 
we gather in our zones. 

Enid Zone  

• August 23 at Zion in Alva 
Kingfisher Zone 

• September 13 at Our Savior in Guthrie 
Lawton Zone 

• September 13 at Good Shepherd in 
Duncan 

Miami Zone 

• September 27 at Redeemer in Bartlesville 
Oklahoma City Zone 

• September 20 at Immanuel in OKC 
Panhandle Zone 

• September 27 at Hope in Boise City 
Ponca City Zone 

• September 20 at St. John’s in Newkirk 
Tulsa Zone 

• September 20 at Christ the Redeemer in 
Tulsa 

Enid Zone 
The summer is almost over. The societies are 
getting ready to resume their monthly meet-
ings. The Enid Zone is preparing for its Fall 
Fest. The ladies from the Alva society will be 
making the arrangements. 
The Alva society will be providing child care 
and Pastor Bersche will lead the Bible study. 
There will be election of officers, a speaker, 
and installation of the elected. Plans should be 
final in the next few weeks. 
The Zone is still working on quilts and other 
items for Lutheran World Relief. 

Beth Schoeling, Zone President 

Ponca City Zone 
Planning continues for the Ponca City Zone 
Fall Fest on September 20th at St. John’s 
Lutheran, Newkirk (7th and Magnolia). Gloria 
Schwisow, a member of the Mission Team to 
Servant’s Heart in Guatemala from Holy 
Trinity in Edmond, will be our speaker. She 
will share with us the team’s experiences 
from their recent trip to Guatemala and the 
work being done there to break the cycle of 
abject poverty. 
Lutheran World Relief items will be collected 
at the Fall Fest. However, leaguers are 
asked to wait to unload their items until the 
end of the event because of space 
limitations. 

Leola Thiemann, Zone President 

Tulsa Zone 
Activities in the Tulsa Zone included helping 
with VBS meals and preparations, gathering 
items for LWR kits, and making quilts. They 
continue to gather printer cartridges, cell 
phones, and laptops for recycling. One soci-
ety also prepares meals and freezes them to 
have available any time someone needs a 
meal. They have sent 40 meals since March. 
The Tulsa Zone Fall Fest will be held at 
Christ the Redeemer in Tulsa on September 
20. First, Tahlequah will be the Bible study 
leaders. Our special speakers will be Dianna 
Just about her China trip and Barbara Hall, 
Coordinator of the Lutheran Braille Workers 
Center located at Our Savior in Tulsa. 

 

Susan Copen, Zone President 

Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!        

BigTime BigTime BigTime BigTime     
Officers Officers Officers Officers     
OrientationOrientationOrientationOrientation    

 
October 31—Good Shepherd, Midwest City 

and  
November 1—Our Savior, Bethany 

 

Plan to be there for this important 
training for Zone officers. 

 

Contact your Zone President for more information. 



ST. LOUIS, MO -- The Rev. 
Dr. Robert Roegner, Executive 
Director of the LCMS World 
Mission, has authored the 
"LWML Sunday" materials 
mailed recently.  He used the 
text from Luke 24:31-32 to 
develop the worship service, 
sermon and outline, and 
children's sermon for "Opened 
Eyes…Hearts Ablaze!", the 
theme for this special Sunday.  
LWML societies and pastors of 
our LCMS congregations were recipients of this mailing.  
 

The LWML has designated the first Sunday in October as the Celebration 
Sunday for LWML. However, these materials can be used on any Sunday 
to fit your church calendar. 
  
Other items included in the packet are a banner pattern for the LWML 
Sunday logo, a 2009 Portland LWML Convention flyer, information on new 
products that are available from LWML, and the LWML Sunday 2008 Order 
Form for items such as blank bulletins, pre-printed bulletins, the Worship 
Service CD, and other items that can enhance the LWML Sunday 
celebration. 
 

Something new this year will be a short video clip that will be included on 
the Worship Service CD.  It will feature President Janice Wendorf and can 
be used to inform the congregation about LWML and its ministry. 
 

A FREE packet of the new Mustard Seeds "With This Ring" is available for 
the pastor with the purchase of LWML bulletins or the CD.  This packet of 
Mustard Seeds replaces the older version "I Thee Wed", which is still being 
requested by pastors today!  Check the appropriate box on the LWML 
Sunday 2008 Order Form. Please place all orders by September 1, 2008 to 
ensure availability and on-time delivery. 
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Pastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral Insights    
Abiding in Christ, Bearing Fruit That Will Last – John 15:5, 16 
As I reviewed the above statement based on God’s Holy Word, I wondered how many of you would think: “I’ve already studied that.  Those words 
were studied at the 2008 OK District LWML Convention and will be at the many OK District Fall Festivals.  What else could possibly be said about 
abiding in Christ and bearing fruit?”  Well, you know pastors and you know that some people don’t always give their complete undivided attention to 
those who are writing, talking or teaching, so let’s take another look. 
 

After studying and reading chapter 15 in the Gospel of John, I asked, ‘What typically happens to fruit if it stays on the vine or if it’s plucked from the 
vine but nothing else is done with it?’  (That’s right – it will spoil and become undesirable for human consumption.)  As I thought about that, I 
applied the Vine and branch scenario to my life and yours.  If we (branches) are connected to the Vine (Jesus) and just hang there or sit there, 
what will happen to us?  (That’s right – we will become undesirable and useless.  When people do nothing, when they don’t mature in faith or share 
their love for Christ with others, there is the danger of them drying up and being cut off from the Vine.) 
 

When I read Jesus’ words, ‘I am the Vine and you are the branches.  If a man remains in me, and I in Him, he will bear much fruit’ (Jn 15:5); I 
thought to myself, ‘If I’m connected to Jesus, I will bear fruit, bearing my cross and being a blessing to those around me.  I will be fruit that God will 
use to accomplish His will.  And what’s the will of God?  (That’s right – to forgive and save all people from sin, death, and the devil, and He wants 
all people to live with Him in heaven.) 
 

Now that we know what God’s will is and what He wants us to do, what will we do?  God wants us to be fruitful and multiply – to baptize, to 
educate, to make disciples.  He wants us to know that producing fruit doesn’t depend upon anything we can do or might do.  We’ve been grafted to 
the Vine, connected to the Vine who is the source of everything that enables us to be a Christian, to be kind and compassionate, forgiving and 
gracious.  Therefore, abide in Christ and bear fruit that will last. 
 
Pastor Dwayne Schroeder 
Oklahoma District LWML Junior Pastoral Counselor   

Lutheran World Relief Schedule 
Items can be dropped off from  
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 

Tuesday, October 7th 
 St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Wichita 
Wednesday, October 8th 
 Trinity Lutheran Church in Hayes 
Thursday, October 9th 
 Trinity Lutheran Church in Salina 
Friday, October 10th 
 Christ Lutheran Church in Topeka 

Celebrating 35 Years!Celebrating 35 Years!Celebrating 35 Years!Celebrating 35 Years!    

Pictured back to front: Rev. Barrie Henke, Patti Ross, Bernice Ehnert, 

Rev. Dwayne Schroeder, Myrna Lou Meyer, Nancy West, Marguerite 

Christman 

Congratulations to Rev. Barrie Henke, Senior LWML Pastoral 
Counselor, as he celebrates 35 years as an ordained servant of 
Christ. He has touched the lives of family, friends and many 
others in the Oklahoma District.  

Well done, thou good and faithful servant.   

LWML SundayLWML SundayLWML SundayLWML Sunday    



Mission Grants for 2008Mission Grants for 2008Mission Grants for 2008Mission Grants for 2008----2010 2010 2010 2010     
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Did you know that the 
Concordia Theological 

Seminary Food and Clothing 
Co-op provides 65-75% of 
food and household needs 
for families at  no cost to 

the seminarians? The 
$10,000 mission grant from 
the Oklahoma District will 
provide fresh eggs, milk, 
ground beef, produce and 
other perishables to the 
seminarians at Fort Wayne 

for a two months.  
Please feed your Mite 

Boxes! 

Grant                  Amount  Paid 

1. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students         $12,000 

2. Disaster Relief—Greensburg, Kansas         $  5,000  $  5,000 

3. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Student Aid Fund   $12,000  $  6,000 

4. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships—Tahlequah, OK     $  5,000 

5. Lutheran Braille Workers #73—Our Savior, Tulsa, OK    $  3,000  $  3,000 

6. Outreach and Support—Cristo Rey Ministry, Oklahoma City, OK  $  3,000 

7. Concordia Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, IN   $10,000 

8. International Student Ministry—OSU         $  1,500  $    750 

9. Science Lab for Redeemer High School—Oklahoma City, OK   $  4,895  $  4,895 

10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool, Tuition Assistance—First, Tahlequah, OK $  3,050  $  3,050 

11. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center—Tulsa, OK $  5,000  $  5,000 

12. Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ—Oklahoma District     $  2,000  $  1,000 

13. The Rock After School Program—Zion Lutheran, Lahoma, OK  $  1,800  $  1,800 

14. Preparing Pastors Worldwide           $  6,000  $  6,000 

15. The Servant’s Heart, Tuition Assistance—Guatemala (Partial)  $  5,755  $  5,755 

                TOTAL  $80,000  $42,250 

Special Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 Disbursement    

The Oklahoma District received a check on a Mite Box Sunday for $100,000. The following is how that 
money has been disbursed to date. The delegates at convention voted to disburse $44,000 to selected 
mission grants. This gift and mission grant disbursement is over and above the mission grants for the 
2008-2010 Mission Grant Goal of $80,000. As you can see this special gift has been a blessing to 
many. These grants will be paid when the grant recipient requests the funds. We pray that this special 
gift reaches many who are hurting and brings them to know their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

                        Paid 

1. Twenty-five percent toward LWML Mission Grant Goal, Biennium 2007-2009    $  25,000   $25,000 

2. LWML exclusively for missions             $  25,000   $25,000 

3. Rev. Nourreddine Bennai, Muslim Student Outreach Program—Edmond, OK    $    3,000   $  3,000 

4. Nadia Abuamsha’s, City of Hope Muslin Women’s Outreach Program, Cleveland, OH  $    3,000   $  3,000 

5. Themba Trust Scholarships for Girls—Dirkiesdorp, South Africa      $    4,946   $  4,946 

6. Jesus’ Lambs’, Playground Structure—First Lutheran, Tahlequah, OK     $    4,900   $  4,900 

7. Production of Braille Magazine, Lawrence, KS          $    4,000 

8. Community Clean Water Project—Yunnan, China—CWEF       $    7,500   $  7,500 

9. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame—Oklahoma District          $  10,000   $ 10,000 

10. Diaconia Centers—Latvia              $    5,000   $  5,000 

11. Gambia Church Planting—Africa (Partial)           $    3,827   $  3,827 

12. Serving Justice—“God’s Word for Peace Officers”—Oklahoma District ( Partial)   $    3,827   $  1,963.50 

                   TOTAL $100,000   $94,136.50 

 Nancy West, VP of Gospel Outreach 

The Oklahoma District 
will help support six 
Oklahoma seminarians 

with the $12,000  mission 
grant . Divided and given 
to them late in the year 
for two years, this gift 
assists these families 
with year-end expenses, 
books, and  other needs 

for the upcoming 
semester. 

Think Mitey Mites! 

Thanks be to our good God for 
this “Fruit that will Last.” 



Young Woman RepresentativeYoung Woman RepresentativeYoung Woman RepresentativeYoung Woman Representative    
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The National LWML convention in Portland, Oregon is coming up soon.  We are looking for two young women between 
the ages of 18 and 35 to represent the Oklahoma District.  Please encourage all dynamic and spiritually involved young 
women from the district to apply.  From the applicants, four young women will be chosen—two as YWRs, two alternates to 
represent the Oklahoma District in Portland, Oregon. The application form can be found on the Oklahoma District web 
site—www. oklwml.org and click on Young Women.  The deadline for these applications is September 1, 2008. Following 

the convention, these young women will be active on the District level to encourage other young women to become involved in LWML. 
 

The Young Woman's program here in Oklahoma is changing and growing.  We will be utilizing some new tools available to us through the internet, 
oklwml.org, Flicker, Video Streaming, and Facebook.  One of our goals for the future is to start a Zone level YWR program. Keep up to date with 
the latest on the website. 

TJ Smith, YWR Committee Chairman 

The Lord is at work in the hearts of eight young teens from Messiah Lutheran Church 
in Oklahoma City.  This teen group was established in April 2007, under the 
leadership of Marlene Hamm, a long-time LWML member.  The girls range in ages 
from 12 to 16 and meet at church during the Bible study hour one time a month.  
These teens are being encouraged and equipped to reach out to the world with love.   
 

Marlene states these girls are faithful and filled with the Holy Spirit; they truly love to 
help, and are gifted at serving.   Some of their activities have included touring Infant 
Crisis Services, making tote bags for a children’s hospital, assembling military kits, 
and sewing teddy bears for Iraqi children.  In the Fall, the teens plan to raise money 
for a Thanksgiving food basket by baking and selling cookies.  These teens love to 
bake!    
 

Through Teen LWML, teens are enabled to use their gifts in ministry to serve the 
people of the world and grow in their relationship with the Savior.    
“Praise the Lord.  Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord.”  Psalm 113:1 

Delia Hansen, Teen LWML Coordinator 

Teens Busy in MissionsTeens Busy in MissionsTeens Busy in MissionsTeens Busy in Missions    

Pictured from left to right: Marlene Hamm, Messiah Teen LWML Coordinator; Erin 

McFall, Brooke Hall, and  Laura Burns, Teen members. 

Where in the World … ?Where in the World … ?Where in the World … ?   
Do you have pictures of you wearing LWML gear on 
your latest vacation? Send them to Sarah Ross, Web 
Servant, at sarah_b_ross@hotmail.com and we will 
include them in our Where in the World photo album!  

Throughout our history in the LWML the women of LCMS 
have served the church faithfully in many wonderful ways. 
The blessings of modern travel and communication have 
opened the door for women of the LWML to expand the 
way they serve the church by going on short term mission 
trips. Our LCMS missionaries and partner churches in the 
U.S. and overseas have experienced the blessing of short 
term teams and are in need of many more people to come 
and serve. 
 

In response to this need the challenge is set before you—
that challenge is for each of our 40 LWML districts to send 
two short term teams into the mission field by March 2010 
to support our missionaries and partner churches. 
 

The LWML is blessed with many gifted women who have 
a heart for missions. As these women share their gifts with 
other women nationally and internationally, they will see 
firsthand how God is working through our church body 
throughout the world. The LWML Board of Directors has 
been asked to carry this challenge back to the districts 
and to pass on the opportunity to truly be Lutheran 
Women in Mission. 
 

In order to make this challenge possible, LCMS World 
Mission has been working with our national and 
international missionaries and partner churches to compile 
a list of needs that can be met through LWML women 
serving. 
 

Look for more information on this challenge to the LWML 
district in the coming months. 
 
 

Excerpt from “Mite Brigade” Chesapeake District LWML Newsletter 

Short Term Short Term Short Term Short Term     
Mission ChallengeMission ChallengeMission ChallengeMission Challenge    

Need Something for your LWML Event?Need Something for your LWML Event?Need Something for your LWML Event?Need Something for your LWML Event?    
Fall Fests are coming up and LWML societies are busy with events. If you are in 
need of an LWML item contact Patti Ross, Public Relations/LWML Store Coordina-
tor. She may have the item(s) available from our District LWML Store.  
E-mail: p.ross@cox.net 



Assembly of LeadersAssembly of LeadersAssembly of LeadersAssembly of Leaders    

ST. LOUIS, MO — Around 200 
Lutheran Women in Mission from all 
over the United States will discover that 
“To Everything There is a Season … A 
Time To Lead” at a leadership training 

conference October 24-26, 2008 in St. Louis, 
Missouri. At the Assembly of Leaders event, 
participants will hear inspirational and informative 
speakers address the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League’s current primary targets and goals: Christ-
Centered Living, Telling the Good News, Partnering 
for Diversity and Building Up Our Sisters in Christ. 
 Each of the LWML’s 40 districts will send new 
leaders to be trained at the event, which will include 
fellowship, singing and activities that will help 
participants experience the diversity within the 
organization. Assembly of Leaders participants will 
be asked to implement a plan to share what they 
learn with the women of their own districts, in an 
effort to further develop more leaders to “Serve the 
Lord with Gladness” all over the nation. 
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Nurse Serves — Continued from Page 1 

waited a year after having heart stent placement so 
that she was healthy enough to travel and to serve.   
 

Carolyn made her first trip to Kazakhstan in 1998, 
where she used her training as a public health 
nurse on a Medical Trailer.  She worked alongside 
the Nationals and a doctor from St. Louis and pro-
vided care to children.  On a trip to Kyrgyzstan, she 
and a nurse from St. Louis provided health educa-
tion to patients.  Carolyn, who works for Cherokee 
Nation Health Services in Tahlequah, taught 
classes about diabetes.   
 

On trips to Cote d’Ivoire, Indonesia, India, Guate-
mala, China, Sri Lanka and Cambodia, Carolyn 
helped provide vision testing and eyeglasses to 
needy children and adults.  She remembers one 
elderly man with a child who walked four hours to 
their clinic to get a pair of eyeglasses that he could 
never afford to buy.  She says that “when you put 
glasses on a child who has not been able to read or 
see a face or trees, their smile is well worth the trip.”   
 

On one of two trips to India, Carolyn assisted with 
Vacation Bible School.  She says it is a blessing to 
meet people and serve their physical and spiritual 
needs.   
 

Carolyn has not only served, but also recruited 
friends and family to serve with her on MOST trips.  
Her granddaughter, Anna, accompanied her to 
Cambodia and India.  Carolyn was blessed to have 
friend and dedicated LWML’er, Jane Hansen serve 
with her in China.  Carolyn also served along the 
Amazon with a son and a son-in-law, and fellow  
members at First Lutheran, Heidi Thoden and Wes 
DeRosier, through AMOR in Brazil.   
  
As most short term missionaries report, Carolyn has 
learned much and grown personally from her ex-
periences.  On her last trip to Cambodia, Carolyn 
visited the “Killing Fields”.  She admits she had 
heard of this, but had not realized what the people 
had gone through during the Pol Pot regime.  She 
met a young Lutheran pastor at Battambang who 
was converted by his brother, a refugee in a camp 
in Thailand when a Lutheran Pastor told him about 
his Savior.   
 

Carolyn says that she has felt the Lord guiding her 
on each trip.  Though she is not sure where the 
Lord will lead her next, she will continue to serve 
with gladness.   
 

For more information about MOST Ministries go to 
www.mostministries.org.   

Submitted by Heidi Thoden 

       Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to 
assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 
affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is 
enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 
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In China there is only one “denomination” allowed 
by the government and agreed to by the Chinese 
Christian Council. All Chinese who attend this 
“legal” church must be registered, and that is why 
we had to be acknowledged by the government 
official. Additionally, there are numerous 
underground/family churches, but none of these are 
recognized by the government.  For Americans and 
other foreigners, it is illegal to attend this type of 
church.  It is also in the best interest of the Chinese 
attending these churches for us never to be found 
there. At any time, a raid could end a group of this 
type and thus endanger those Christians.  
 

When we returned to Kunming (home of the 
Concordia Welfare and Education office) after our 
teaching experience in Longling, we wanted to 
attend a church there.  Because of the upcoming 
Olympics, security all over China had been 
tightened as a safeguard against terrorism.  We 
understood that there may be police outside of the 
churches who checked passports and would not 
allow an attendee to take anything into the church. 
There was a valid concern by the government that 
terrorism could happen at any time. We were 
somewhat disappointed, but we did have the 
opportunity to celebrate Holy Communion in a time 
of worship among ourselves.  
 

I keep on reminding myself, “Please realize how 
blessed we are to be able to attend the church of 
our choice and speak of our beliefs freely.”  And 
please be encouraged to know that there are many 
sisters and brothers among the young Christians in 
China. Remember to pray for them!”  

Submitted by Dianna Just 

Christian in U.S.—Continued from Page 1 


