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As I’ve reflected on my first year serving as your 
LWML OK District President, I am thankful 
for all who have mentored me, prayed for the 
mission of the LWML, and faithfully served to 
spread the love of Jesus. In spite of the pandemic, 
you have made quilts, assembled LWR kits, collected mites, 
prayed for others, attended LWML events virtual and in 
person. There’s comfort in knowing NOTHING can stop the 
Lord’s work.  
Looking forward, we have many opportunities to gather 
together to study His Word, do acts of service, and enjoy 
fellowship with one another.  Even if you are not attending 
the LWML Convention in Lexington, you can watch the event 
via live streaming by going to the lwml.org website. Summer 
is a time when congregations will welcome new church 
workers.  Take time to introduce yourself and support them 

in their ministry.  The Fall Fest Bible study is already in 
the works.  What a wonderful time to study the Word, 
hear a mission speaker, and give gifts from the heart. 
You’ll want to reserve November 5-6 for the LWML Fall 
Retreat at Camp Canyon in Hinton, OK.  It’s another 
opportunity to study God’s Word and enjoy fellowship 
while “retreating” from your everyday routine.
In all our activities, we pray our Lord’s ways and thoughts 
will be our ways and thoughts!            

Pam Wiederkehr, District President

Pam’s Pearls

• LWML Convention in Lexington, KY, June 24-27, 2021
• Women’s Fall Retreat, November 5-6,  

2021 at Canyon Camp, Hinton, OK

Look What’s Coming!
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O Lord, my heart is not lifted up; my eyes are not raised too high… 
But I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother; 
Like a weaned child is my soul within me (Psalm 131:1a, 2).
Although the secular calendar dictates days in May and June to honor earthly mothers and fathers, children of God long to 
honor their Heavenly Father every day. How can we honor Him?  We honor Him when we stop, calm and quiet our souls, 
crawl up into His “lap” and simply enjoy Him.
A weaned child doesn’t come to its mother like an infant crying or whining for the milk she provides. A weaned child 
comes to sit in its mother’s lap, content to be near her, enjoying her love.  Like a weaned child may our souls find joy sitting 
still in our Father’s lap, not wanting or needing anything but Him. O child of God, hope in the Lord from this time forth and 
forevermore (Psalm 131:3).

Voice of Service Goal Statement — To Inform and Encourage OK LWML Women

Marguerite Christman, Recycling Chairman, presented a check for $1,588.80 to President Pam 
at the recent BOD meeting which was raised from the recent shoe drive. This money will go into 
the Recycling Fund with 25% ($397.70) going toward mites, 10% ($158.88) going to the Special 
Gifts Fund and the remainder ($1,032.72) staying in the Recycling Fund.
In late 2020 the call went out to our LWML ladies, even with a Pandemic, that a fundraiser to 
collect new and/or gently used shoes was happening and my, oh my—the Oklahoma gals answered that call. Completed 
in February 2021, 165 bags, 25 pairs of shoes in each bag, were collected, that’s 4,125 pairs of shoes! The need for shoes is 
great in developing countries and in some cases people will use shoes as a small business to raise funds for their family. In 
one instance, a person used their pair of shoes, to trade for a goat so the family would have milk for their baby.
A big thank you to all for your support and praise God for His bountiful blessings.

Marguerite Christman, Recycling Chairman

Shoe Drive a Success!
Peggy Grunow, VP Christian Life                                                                                                             

Lift My Soul ⤷



Back Row: Rev. Wackler, Dianna Just, Delia Collard, 
Linda Lee Kremeier, Caroline Honeycutt, 
Front Row: Karen Karner, Marguerite Christman,
Brenda Nivens, Beverly Bahr, YWR—Jordan Post, 
Pam Wiederkehr, Patti Ross, and Lori Steele.

The Lord is exalted, for he dwells on high; he will fill Zion 
with justice and righteousness, and he will be the stabil-
ity of your times, abundance of salvation, wisdom, and 
knowledge; the fear of the Lord is Zion’s treasure (Isaiah 
33:5-7). When times are good, bad, or just weird, God 
is with us.
The purpose of LWML is to let people know that all of 
time is marked by Jesus, His birth, His death, and resur-
rection, and eventually, His return. LWML desires what 
God desires; that all people would come to a knowledge 

of the Truth of Jesus, and receive forgive-
ness, salvation, and eternal life as a gift. 
Jesus’ saving work, done in time, has an 
eternal effect outside of time. No matter 
what, our times, and our eternity, are in 
His hands.

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you 
peace at all times in every way. The Lord be 
with you all (2 Thessalonians 3:16).

Blessings to all, Pastor Wackler

Pastor’s Perspective
On December 31, 1999, my family and I were at the home 
of friends, who lived in White House, TN. Of course, we 
were there to celebrate the change of the millennium. It 
was a great time. As we were watching the celebrations 
make their way around the globe, I turned to my wife 
and said, “The whole world is celebrating Jesus.” Other-
wise, why in the world would the turn of the millennium 
be of any significance at all? It’s all and only because of 
Jesus that we had the big deal of 1999 moving to 2,000.
So, you probably know where I’m going with this. Wheth-
er it’s BC, BCE, AD, or CE, the year 2021 
is marking the years from JESUS, and 
so is every year in the future. Humanity 
may advance in some respects, but God 
is always the same.
God is with us, as we mark time. Trust in him at all times, 
O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge 
for us (Psalm 62:8). Marking time by Jesus is marking 
time with hope, and joyful expectation. It is knowing that  
even in isolation from our people, that God is with us.

Something NEW for OKLWML
Thrivent Choice Dollars can now be designated for 
LWML Oklahoma District. To do this simply go on 
Thrivent.com and follow the steps to Thrivent Choice 
and select from the pull-down menu of organizations. 
We are one click away from receiving your Choice 
dollars. Thank You!! 

No matter what, our 
times, and our eternity, 

are in His hands.

Headed to Lexington!

Saving stamps help support LWML Oklahoma District 
Missions. Please save those stamps!
• Save cancelled stamps—collect 

from family and friends.
• Collect Stamp Collections 

if not longer wanted. Save 
international stamps.

• Buy commemorative stamps.
• Place stamps in upper right-hand corner with ¼ 

border around the stamp.
• Send collected stamps with someone attending a 

quarterly Board of Directors meeting.

Stamps for Missions Save the Date — Fall Retreat
November 5-6, 2021 at Canyon Camp in Hinton, OK



Butterfly Quilt Presented to Patti Ross
And whatever you 
do, in word and 
deed, do everything 
in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the 
Father through him 
(Colossians 3:17).

Patti served as the LWML President from 2015-2019, 
and in honor of her service and leadership, the LWML 
Oklahoma District Board of Directors presented her with a 
handmade quilt by Annette Guillotte of Oklahoma City. She 
is the mother of the Campus Administrator, Van Guillotte 
of Good Shepherd, Midwest City. The quilt was a design 
of colorful butterflies, Patti’s favorite motif, to represent 
Christ’s Resurrection and Eternal Life. The quilt, with a 
label signed by the Board of Directors, was presented to 
her on Saturday, May 1, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Enid.

Around the District

Submit news items and pictures for our newsletter to Sharon Greene at oklwmleditor@gmail.com

Gift Presented to Dianna Just
Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to 
the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality (Romans 
12:11b-13).
This theme verse for immediate past president Dianna Just, 
was her guide in serving the LWML Oklahoma District.  
At the May 1, 2021 Board of Directors meeting, Just was 
presented with a gift thanking her for her dedicated service 
as President (2016-2020).  The presentation was made by 
Paula Keefer, LWML Oklahoma District Convention 2020 
Planning Chairman. 
The gift was a framed 
“Cross of Crosses” made 
of purple polymer 
clay that included 
the LWML logo.  This 
piece of art was made 
by artist Peggy Weaver 
from the Brush and Palette Gallery in Grove.  Thanks 
for the memories Dianna! Enjoy your retirement from 
your LWML position as well your teaching career!  God’s 
Blessings for a job well done!        

 Paula Keefer, Miami Zone President

Spring Fling at Concordia
Special thanks to the LWML Immanuel Lutheran Church 
(OKC) for providing a service project at Concordia Life 
Plan Community on Saturday, April 24th with outdoor 
games to include golf putting, lawn darts, croquet, a hit 
the hippo in the mouth 
game, horseshoes, and 
corn hole! Immanuel 
volunteers in attendance 
were Delia Collard, 
Deborah Allen and Lois 
Hulings. Concordia 
residents enjoyed the 
fellowship and activities very much, and look forward to 
future visits from various LWML groups. 
Delia Collard, event organizer said, “Where two or more are 
gathered, our Father is present. It was such a lovely after-
noon and a joy to visit with Concordia residents! We hope to 
come back with more volunteers and visit again soon!”

Paige Haag, Director of Fund Development                         

Tulsa Zone Spring Fling
Grace Lutheran, Tulsa hosted the Spring Fling, April 
10th. The Bible study of “Connecting Hearts and Hands” 
was enjoyed by 18 women from around the zone. Light 
refreshments were served.  
The Mission speaker was Rev. 
Christian Tiews now serving 
in Germany. He is assisting a 
congregation of 1500 who are 
serving a large number of Muslins 
converting to Christianity. Through the generosity of those 
attending, a $400 donation was given and sent to Mission 
Central to help support Pastor Tiews’ ministry. 

Lori Steele, Tulsa Zone President

Special Offer!
We are offering 5 cute bears for $20.  A perfect gift for:
• Baptisms
• Confirmations or 1st 

Communion (dress them up)
• New kids at church
• VBS Craft project
• First Responders
Call Bev today for your “Bear Special” 918-557-4457

Marguerite Christman, Past OKLWML President



The Food and Clothing Co-op on the Fort Wayne 
Campus of Concordia Theological Seminary provides 
assistance in caring for the bodily needs of future 
pastors, deaconesses and their families.  The Co-
op relies on funding from volunteer contributors to 
finance this mission.  Here is a “thank you letter” from 
a future pastor and future deaconess who are part of 
our Oklahoma District family.

Beverly Bahr, VP Gospel Outreach
“The Food Co-op has been integral to our life here at 
the Seminary! Even when money is tight, our family 
never has to worry about going hungry, because the 
Food Co-op provides many of our essential needs week 
in and week out. During the pandemic the Food Co-op 
has been one of the only stable things always providing 
for our needs. When everything else was shut down, the 
ladies at the Co-op were there with our necessities! My 
wife or I often make the statement, “this is a co-op meal,” 
which means everything to the table has come from the 
Food Co-op! We are always happy to find very special 
items put together by LWML groups such as the spiced 
tea or hot chocolate, homemade noodles and even party 
bags with everything we need to throw a party for one 
of our children’s birthdays. We are so blessed by your 
steadfast support of the Food Co-op! We give thanks to 
God that the Co-op has such faithful supporters!”

Bryan Payne – 2nd year pastoral student,  
Keah Payne – Deaconess student.

District Officers
Pam Wiederkehr, President; Joan Anderson, VP of Organizational Resources; Peggy Grunow, VP of Christian Life; Beverly Bahr, VP of Gospel Outreach; Kasey 
Meyer, VP of Communication; Caroline Honeycutt, VP of Special Focus Ministries; Sarah Yauk, Recording Secretary; Myrna Lou Meyer, Corresponding Secretary; 
Jonith Grundmann, Treasurer; Teresa Heater, Financial Secretary; Rev. Joel Heckmann, Senior Pastoral Counselor; Rev. John Wackler, Junior Pastor Counselor

11. Tools for Oaks Indian 
Mission, Oaks, OK $3,500 
(partial)

12. Pastors, Vicars and Lay 
Ministers Wives Retreat, 
OK District $4,000

13. Healing Spaces--Dako-
ta Boys and Girls Ranch, 
Minot, ND $5,000

14. At Just The Right Time, 
Mission Central, Mapleton, 
IA $10,000

15. God Speaks Today--A 
Lutheran Voice,
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala 
$10,020

16. Equipping People with 
Intellectual and Develop-
mental Disabilities to Share 
the Gospel, Bethesda 
Lutheran Communities, 
Watertown, WI $5,000

17. Tablet Technology for 
St. John’s Lutheran School, 
Moore, OK $5,700

18. Worker Wellness for 
Chaplain Families, LCMS, 
St. Louis, MO $3,000

19. Summer Heights Day 
Camp, Immanuel Lutheran, 
Oklahoma City, OK $2,000

20. Training Leaders to 
BOLDLY Declare Y’shua as 
Messiah, Israel $90

1. Ministerial Students, OK 
District $12,000 (partial)

2. Bringing Christ’s Light to 
Those Living in Darkness, 
Lutheran Braille Workers, 
Inc. $5,000

3. AED Devices for Camp 
Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK 
$4,690

4. Professional Church 
Workers Scholarships, OK 
District $12,000 (partial)

5. Financial Assistance for 
Concordia Theological Sem-
inary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW) 
Food and Clothing Co-op, IN 
$5,000

6. King of Kings Lutheran 
Church Charities Comfort 
Dog Ministry, Glenpool, OK 
$5,000

7. Pregnancy Resource 
Center of Southwest Okla-
homa, Lawton, OK $5,010

8. MOST Ministries Water 
Filters, Ann Arbor, MI $7,050

9. Assistance to LWML 
Members Team Mission Trip, 
OK District $6,000

10. Good Samaritan Fund 
at Concordia Life Care 
Community, Oklahoma City, 
OK $5,000

Around the Mission Field
Food and Clothing Co-op,  

Fort Wayne, Indiana
Mission Grant #5  $5000

District Mission Grants listed in the side columns are marked with a cross if they are fully funded. Grants with an 
open heart still need your help!

Most recently funded grant is # 5
How to donate: LWML OK District Financial Secretary, P.O. Box 1464, Lawton, OK 73502

Thank you for your prayers and offerings!

www.oklwml.org


