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Isaiah 55:9 “… My thoughts (are higher) than your thoughts.”

Women of the LWML are purposeful planners. We plan meetings, receptions, banquets, Fall Fests, 
Spring Flings, and conventions. We plan our day: when we get up, who takes the kids to school and 
ball practice and music lessons, doctor appointments, what we’re having for dinner.

Have we included time with our Savior in our daily planning? Is He the first one whose guidance we 
seek when we plan? Jeremiah 29:11 says “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans 
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” (ESV) We believe God has a plan for our 
spiritual life. Let’s remember, He also has a plan for our earthly life?

Listening to one of my pastor’s sermons recently, I was reminded I should be seeking how I am part 
of God’s plan, not how He is a part of mine! Our LWML 
pledge says something similar, “our will to do His will.”

I look forward to seeing what God’s plan is for your Fall 
Fests!

 – Pam Weiderkehr, District President

Pam’s Pearls

Zone Fall Fests
Enid – October 17 @ Fairmont, tentative
Kingfisher – September 12 @ Immanuel, Kingfisher
Lawton – September 19 @ Holy Cross, Lawton
Miami – September 19 – virtual
Okla. City – October 31 – in person & virtual, TBD
Panhandle – October 24 @ Trinity, Woodward
Ponca City – cancelled
Tulsa – October 17 - TBD per individual group

New GivingTuesday Date
Give to the LWML Mission Goal on Sept. 15, 2020

Mark your calendar & 
DONATE online
Generous matching 
funds will DOUBLE 
your impact
PRAY for the missions 
being supported

Look What’s Coming!
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Lift My Soul
School is back in session! This year reading, writing and 
arithmetic are accompanied by masks, social distancing, 
virtual learning, and frequent “wipe downs.” Children 
and teachers may find it hard to bond as lessons are given. 
Thankfully there are no barriers with our heavenly Teacher! 
His Word says draw near to God, and He will draw near 
to you (James 4:8). We closely interact with Him behold-
ing His glory with unveiled faces (2 Cor. 3:18). We have 
been washed, we have been sanctified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor. 6:11). 
We can confidently be in God’s classroom every day! Let’s go 
for perfect attendance! 

– Peggy Grunow, VP of Christian Life

Voice of Service Goal Statement — To Inform and Encourage OK LWML Women

•  

•  
 

• 

LWML Oklahoma District Past President, Ebba Johnson, of Lahoma, Oklahoma received her crown of 
glory on Monday, August 17, 2020. Ebba served as LWML Oklahoma District President from 1980-1984. 
She followed that with serving as Archivist-Historian from 1984-2004, proudly documenting the history of 
Oklahoma women who were the first to organize as the Lutheran Women’s League. Ebba was 95 years old. 
Ebba wrote, “Meeting the LWML’ers at the “grass roots” in Oklahoma’s city, town, and rural churches was a 
privilege that not very many have had. Thank you, God, and the LWML for those memories.” And we thank 
God for Ebba’s service to LWML Oklahoma. Memorials may be given to the church in Lahoma or LWML.

Ebba Johnson Receives Crown of Glory



Pastor’s Perspective
Christians throughout the world have been walking 
through Matthew’s Gospel in this year’s portion of the 
3-year lectionary. Twice we have come across a key word: 
compassion. Both times, compassion is being shown by 
Jesus to those who are in need.

This word has occupied my 
mind as I have listened, 
watched and conversed 
with the ladies of the LWML OK District who have 
shown Christ-like compassion in their work. The up-
coming “September to Remember” event is a compas-
sionate show of appreciation and support, remembering 
women who have inspired you to serve and giving to 
help those in need. Recently, many of you agreed to sup-
port a $100,000 grant for the expansion of the Rev. Har-
old Kamman Chapel at Concordia Life Plan Community 

in Oklahoma City, which will aid in the spiritual care of 
its residents.

In short, I have seen and will no doubt continue to see 
Christ-like compassion in your lives. In a world cur-

rently fraught with negatives, 
allow me to encourage you 
with a positive – you are do-
ing wonderful work in God’s 

kingdom. Better yet, the Jesus who showed compassion 
to crowds so many years ago continues to show compas-
sion to you. He forgives your sins, gives you eternal life 
as a gift, and restores a broken Creation 
through your compassionate service.

Christ’s peace be with you 
– Pastor Joel Heckmann

New Adventures for Patti …
I’ve often heard the expression,   “If 
you want something done ... ask 
a busy person.” This certainly is true 
in the case of our busy Patti Ross, 
who was elected to the Board of Di-
rectors to the International Luther-
an Laymen’s League/Lutheran Hour 
Ministries (LHM) for a three-year term beginning in the 
fiscal year 2021. LHM and the LWML are the two offi-
cial auxiliaries of the LCMS.  The LHM has expanded its 
media presence to online discussion opportunities, Bible 
studies, witnessing suggestions, and other mass commu-
nication outlets to reach as many unchurched people as 
possible.

The League is governed by a board of directors, elect-
ed by the membership.  The board consists of 14 board 
members, serving 3-year terms and meetings are held 
at least four times a year in St. Louis, where their offices 
are located.

After four years of extensive travel engagements as 
LWML President, Patti says she is enjoying being back 
home and getting back into her local church and LWML 

Remember the Ingathering!
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Ingathering is just around 
the corner!
     When:  October 6, 2020
     Time:  9:00 – 12:00 noon
     Where:  Messiah Lutheran Church
  3600 N.W. Expressway
  Oklahoma City, OK
Social distancing guidelines and other safety measures 
will be followed. More information will be sent to us as 
guidelines are developed.

Better yet, the Jesus who showed compassion 
to crowds so many years ago continues to 

show compassion to you. 

activities.  She is enjoying sewing, reading, doing jigsaw 
puzzles, gardening, and still sorting through LWML 
papers and cleaning closets.  She and Bill are so blessed 
as their 3 grandchildren live right down the street.

Patti said, “One reason I’m so excited about serving on 
this board is the emphasis on the role of the laity in wit-
nessing and building up the church.  Much like LWML 
there is so much we as church members can and should 
be doing to spread the saving Gospel message!”

Patti shared that she is amazed at how God has asked 
her to serve. She says, “I’m a great example of how He 
doesn’t call the equipped but equips those He calls.” She 
encourages everyone to put themselves out there and see 
what He does with them. To God be the Glory!

– Doris Schmall

All kinds of shoes accepted, men’s, women’s, 
children’s, from work shoes to flip flops and 
slippers. Start gathering and more informa-
tion will follow.

Save Gently Used Shoes!



Around the District

From Worn Jeans To Warm Quilts
Worn denim jeans were donated to Night Lighters LWML of Holy Trinity, Edmond to assemble and give away as quilts. 
They are given to different groups and individuals. Five quilts traveled all the way to Guatemala with John and Peggy 
Grunow. Because many of the people served by Groundwork Guatemala live in dirt-floored, tin-roofed shacks, Missionary 
Carlos Herrera knew that the sturdy quilts would be welcomed. After praying about the matter, the quilts were presented 
to five women. Their bright smiles reflected their thanks for the gifts. 

“Inasmuch Program”
LWML at St. John’s, Moore, show-
ered the Moore Police Depart-
ment with a variety of snacks, 
drinks, and even some for the K9 
Officers through the “Inasmuch 
Program”, based on Matthew 
35:40 (KJV). Items were donated-
by the congregation.
When asked, “why?” ... Ms. Bob-
by Graumann, originator of the 
project, replied, “With all that 
is going on with Covid, with the 
anti-police movement, it hurt my 
heart to think that these people 
who have made such a differ-
ence in my students’ lives would 
feel that they are not making a 
difference in changing the world, 
and I just wanted to make sure 
they knew that we do appreciate 
them, that they make a differ-
ence, and we support them.”

New Circle in Miami Zone
A new LWML Circle started at Redeemer, Claremore, with monthly evening meetings and digital communications. They 
serve the needy in their community with a Hat & Mitten tree. They also hosted an LWML Prayer Service with luncheon.

Mitey Bears for MITES!
We had 200 BEARS that needed dressing! They 
were to be dressed at convention, but with con-
vention cancelled, we had to find another way. So 
the Women of Grace LWML group, Grace Luther-
an, Tulsa got together and here is what they did.
• Bagged Bears 5 in each bag and included ac-

cessories for dressing.
• Sold each bag for $25 with all monies going 

to mites.
• All 200 bears sold, raising over $1,000.00 for 

mites!
Those purchasing and dressing bears gave them 
away to hospitals* firemen*police*EMS* Shel-
ters for the abused*Confirmation gifts *children 
& grandchildren*to name a few! This project 
helped fund our mission grants and gave first 
responders a gift to brighten someone’s day! It 
was the happiest Bear Dressing ever! We may do 
this again late in the fall as we have acquired 100 
more bears. Stay tuned for further info! 

– Bev England

Submit news items and pictures for our newsletter to Sharon Greene at oklwmleditor@gmail.com



District Officers
Pam Wiederkehr, President; Joan Anderson, VP of Organizational Resources; Peggy Grunow, VP of Christian Life; Beverly Bahr, VP of Gospel Outreach; Kasey 
Meyer, VP of Communication; Caroline Honeycutt, VP of Special Focus Ministries; Sarah Yauk, Recording Secretary; Myrna Lou Meyer, Corresponding Secretary; 
Jonith Grundmann, Treasurer; Teresa Heater, Financial Secretary; Rev. Joel Heckmann, Senior Pastoral Counselor; Rev. John Wackler, Junior Pastor Counselor

11. Tools for Oaks Indian 
Mission, Oaks, OK

12. Pastors, Vicars and Lay 
Ministers Wives Retreat, 
OK District

13. Healing Spaces--Dako-
ta Boys and Girls Ranch, 
Minot, ND

14. At Just The Right Time, 
Mission Central, Mapleton, 
IA

15. God Speaks Today--A 
Lutheran Voice,
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala

16. Equipping People with 
Intellectual and Develop-
mental Disabilities to Share 
the Gospel, Bethesda 
Lutheran Communities, 
Watertown, WI

17. Tablet Technology for 
St. John’s Lutheran School, 
Moore, OK

18. Worker Wellness for 
Chaplain Families, LCMS, 
St. Louis, MO

19. Summer Heights Day 
Camp, Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Oklahoma City, OK

20. Training Leaders to 
BOLDLY Declare Y’shua as 
Messiah, Israel

1. Ministerial Students, OK 
District

2. Bringing Christ’s Light to 
Those Living in Darkness, 
Lutheran Braille Workers, 
Inc.

3. AED Devices for Camp 
Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, 
OK 

4. Professional Church 
Workers Scholarships, OK 
District

5. Financial Assistance 
for Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne 
(CTSFW) Food and Cloth-
ing Co-op, IN

6. King of Kings Lutheran 
Church Charities Comfort 
Dog Ministry, Glenpool, OK

7. Pregnancy Resource 
Center of Southwest Okla-
homa, Lawton, OK

8. MOST Ministries Water 
Filters, Ann Arbor, MI

9. Assistance to LWML 
Members Team Mission 
Trip, OK District

10. Good Samaritan Fund 
at Concordia Life Care 
Community, Oklahoma City, 
OK

Around the Mission Field
Oaks Indian Mission houses and educates children 
from 4-18 from over 12 different tribes. Their goal is 
“to care for abused, neglected or abandoned Indian 
children, guiding them on a path that will allow them 
to live fulfilled and successful lives”. Many of the stu-
dents are placed by their families or legal guardians, 
tribes, courts or DHS. The center is licensed to house 
58 students in home-like cottages where they receive 
their education, food, shelter, clothing, guidance and 
love.
Incorporated into their 
schooling are life care 
skills which include per-
sonal finance courses. 
They are given a spiritu-
al foundation with worship services and opportunities 
for Bible studies. Extra-curricular activities include 
team sports, band, FFA and academic clubs. One of the 
newest additions for the school is the development of 
a technology center.
The grant from LWML Oklahoma District will help 

purchase tools and 
supplies to be used 
for welding, carpen-
try and auto me-
chanics for their new 
Technology Center.

Oaks Indian Mission

District Mission Grants listed in the side columns are marked with a cross if they are fully funded. Grants with an 
open heart still need your help!

Most recently funded grants are # 3, 4, 7, 13, 14, 17
How to donate: LWML OK District Financial Secretary, P.O. Box 1464, Lawton, OK 73502

Thank you for your prayers and offerings!

www.oklwml.org

“Thank you, friends of LWML, for this partial gift of 
$1,000—what a blessing it is, for this ministry and 
the kids it serves. The tools with which to equip our 
vocational center are going to make a major impact 
upon many young lives, presently, and long into the 
future!”
“Deeply appreciate your partnership in the Gospel.
Rev. Don Marshall”


