
Wetumka Public Schools SAFE RETURN PLAN 

This is a living document and subject to change.  Wetumka Public Schools will 
make decisions on school closure based on the CDC guidelines, the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health, Hughes County Health Department and other health 
agencies.  The purpose of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) III Fund is to help safely reopen and 
sustain the safe operation of schools and address the impacts of COVID-19 on the 
nation’s students by addressing students’ academic, social, emotional, and mental 
health needs.  

This plan describes how Wetumka Public Schools will maintain the health and 
safety of students, educators, and other school and division staff during and 
following the return to full in-person instruction.  Success will require a group 
effort from parents, guardians, and school personnel.  We will all have to stay 
conscious of our own health and the health of our children. Our goal is to have as 
much classroom instruction as possible. We can maximize classroom instructional 
time by complying with the rules and guidelines. 

Introduction 

Planning for and starting the 2021-22 school year continues to be far different 
than the start of many school years in the past. The upcoming school year will 
possibly have disruptions to instruction in response to COVID-19. Wetumka is a 
strong community and we can get through this if we stick together. Please show 
grace to our teachers and staff. It is important to remember that we all (teachers, 
staff, administrators, parents and community members) want the same thing. We 
want our kids to be safe, happy and learning IN SCHOOL. This document is a plan 
developed with input from members of our Wetumka schools and community. 
Our goal is to get kids back in our schools, keep them as safe as possible and 
provide them an excellent education. The most effective planning is subject to 
change as new information becomes available.  We fully expect that this plan will 
change as we progress through the rest of the summer and school year.   As the 
nation and world learn more about COVID-19, plans will change.  As we learn 
what parts of our SAFE RETURN PLAN work and which parts don’t work, the plan 



will change. Please bear with us. This is the first pandemic for all of us.  We need 
to support each other now more than ever. 

 

Mitigation Strategies  

We Will Use:   

Daily 

•Students and staff will use hand sanitizer upon entrance and exit of each 
classroom, in the cafeteria even in all of the restrooms. 

•The best practice is to bring your student(s) to school as social distancing on a 
bus is extremely difficult. Before arriving at school, we expect you to use the 
screen your child for Covid symptoms and other illnesses. 

•Masks are optional for all students and for all faculty and staff, as per Governor 
Stitt, The American Academy of Pediatrics, the Oklahoma State Health 
Department and the CDC.  Wearing a mask is simply one of the most effective 
ways to reduce the spread of the virus. At the recommendation of federal 
guidelines and in consultation with local medical professionals, wearing masks in 
the school is a good way to protect our students and faculty.  I want to be clear, 
the doctors, physicians, and health organizations believe and recommend that 
everyone at school, students and adults should wear a mask. We are not health 
experts and feel we should follow the guidance of the experts. 

That said, we are asking that you think long and hard about sending your child to 
school wearing a mask. Wetumka Public School is a great school and Wetumka is 
a fantastic community worth protecting. We know the more people we get to 
wear a mask the less likely the virus will spread. If you or your child needs a mask, 
we will gladly provide one. Showing respect to others is an important trait for all 
of us to model for our kids. We ask that we all be respectful of one another during 
this difficult time. 

 

 



• We will encourage social distancing whenever possible. The classrooms will be 
spread to separate students as much as possible.  The cafeteria  

• Only students and Faculty/Staff will be allowed in the building.  We will limit our 
visitors as much as possible.  Visitors will arrive at the door and will be greeted 
there.  We will bring your child to you at the front door or any items or papers 
you might need.  We will have any meetings needed over the phone whenever 
possible as well. 

 

We will be diligent at teaching and participating in healthy hygiene habits.  Our 
goal is to make each and every one of us responsible for keeping a clean 
workspace, learning space, eating space, and playing space.  Each classroom will 
be teaching and modeling Handwashing and respiratory etiquette. 

 

Positive Cases 

It will take a team effort of parents and school officials to reduce exposures of our 
students and staff.  Please notify a school administrator if your child has been 
exposed or has tested positive. If a parent or staff member notifies the school 
district of a positive test, exposure, or being symptomatic of COVID-19, the 
utmost care will be taken to ensure confidentiality.  It is important that 
paperwork is maintained so that we can determine who needs to be tested or 
quarantined without making the information public.   

* A student who has tested positive for COVID-19 will be part of contact 
tracing. Such tracing will require the whereabouts of the student in school to be 
communicated to the health department.   

* Parents of other students who have been in close contact with a student 
who tested positive for COVID-19 will be contacted. 

* Siblings of positive tested students will also be quarantined.   

* Texts, letters, social media posts and calls will be utilized to communicate 
positive cases have been identified will be sent to staff and parents of the 
particular site where the case has been identified. 



 

Please feel free to reach out to any of the administrators regarding concerns or 
questions.  This can be a scary and frustrating time for everyone involved.  We 
have had to rethink everything about how we provide educational services. We 
must be flexible and prepared for things to change.  For us to be successful, we 
must all work together.  We hold the safety and well-being of your students and 
our staff as a top priority.   

 

Daily Wellness Screening 

For those students that attend traditional or blended instruction they must 
participate in daily wellness screenings. Every morning, parents, guardians, 
teachers, staff, and students will need to take the time to assess and screen 
themselves for good health.  It is imperative that everyone follow the procedures 
to check themselves and their children for the symptoms listed below.  Students 
will be scanned and will not be allowed on the bus or in the school building if they 
have a temperature of 100 degrees or higher.  If the student starts running a 
temperature after they arrive at school, they will be placed in an isolation room 
and their parent/guardian will be contacted and asked to come pick them up.  

Students must be picked up immediately when the school contacts the 
parent/guardian.  The student may not return to school until they are fever free 
for 24 hours without the use of medication and receive a negative COVID-19 test.  
If they do not have test results the student must stay home for 10 days before 
they are allowed to return.  The student will immediately be placed on distance 
learning curriculum and will not be counted absent as long as they are making 
progress daily and meals will be provided. These rules are also in place for all 
teachers, staff, and administration.   

Possible symptoms of COVID-19: 

● Fever or chills 

● Sore Throat 

● Cough 



● Loss of smell or taste 

● Shortness of breath 

● Close contact to a positive COVID-19 patient  

● Muscle or body aches 

● Headache 

● Nausea or vomiting 

● Diarrhea 

 

Student or staff member tests positive for Covid-19 

Conduct contact tracing 

All class members that were exposed (following most recent guidance) will be 
quarantined and will use distance learning for 10 days from last exposure. 

Actions for other grade levels will depend on contact tracing. 

Possible district wide quarantine dependent on number impacted. 

Affected families and staff will be notified.  

If your child or a family member tests positive for COVID-19, please contact a 
school administrator immediately.  We will do contact tracing and send anyone 
that has been in close contact home for 14 days.  Your information will be kept 
confidential and will only be used to determine appropriate action.  After 
receiving a positive test, students, teachers, staff, and administrators must stay 
home a minimum of 10 days after the test, until symptoms are diminished, and 
fever is gone for 24 hours without medication.    

 

Vaccinations 

Vaccinations have been offered to all teachers and staff that have requested 
them.  We are not going to require vaccinations for teachers, staff, or students.  If 



someone is exposed and they have had a vaccination, they will not be required to 
quarantine. 

 

Cleaning practices  

Wetumka Schools want our students and employees to feel confident and know 
that we are using all precautions necessary to prevent the spread of the virus. 
Some of those precautions include cleaning and disinfecting with an EPA 
approved disinfectant.  Touchpoints are being cleaned throughout the day and 
nightly.  Touch points such as door knobs and desks will be cleaned multiple times 
per day.  Shared items such as Chromebooks will be cleaned before the next 
person uses the item.  Employees and students are instructed to practice personal 
hygiene, including covering their mouth for coughs or sneezes and cleaning their 
hands thoroughly and more frequently.  Employees are being trained on signs & 
symptoms of the COVID-19 Virus as directed in the CDC website.   Employees who 
are ill, exposed to or have tested positive to COVID-19, or are running a fever are 
instructed NOT to report to work but immediately notify their Principal.  Principals 
are to immediately remove employees and students who show symptoms of 
illness (coughing, sneezing, fever, respiratory distress, etc.) from the school and 
report it to the Superintendent.  Employees have been instructed on proper 
hygiene, including frequent hand washing and practicing of social distancing.  
Employees and parents of students must report any air travel or potential 
exposure to people with COVID-19 virus to their Principal.  

Air conditioners/heaters and ventilation systems will be replaced, when needed, 
to up-to-date cleaner systems. 

 

Calendars and Schedules 

Wetumka will begin school as planned on August 12th.  

1. Traditional on-site School 
Regular Face to Face School will be utilized.  Any changes in the calendar 
will be communicated with parents as early as possible.   Students and 
adults should stay home when they are sick. Distance Learning will be 



arranged as quickly as possible when a student is sick or quarantined.  
Students in distance learning will have to complete assignments to be 
counted present that day.  

 
2. For Students with documented physicians’ referrals 

We know and understand that some parents will not feel comfortable sending 
their children back to school on August 12 due to health concerns. For those very 
few parents, we will have an online learning option. Online learning will be just as 
it states…. online.  Online learning is for a year at a time and students cannot go 
back and forth in and out of this option.  In online learning, a parent would check 
out a Chromebook (if needed), sign a contract for the use of the Chromebook, 
and teachers would send assignments to the student.  Packets could also be 
utilized if connectivity is an issue. Grades will be taken in online learning.  
Attendance will be taken in online learning based on logging into the lesson.  You 
will receive more specific information from the individual teachers throughout the 
process.  This option is not for students wanting to participate in extracurricular 
activities.  This option is only for the severely immune-compromised student. 
Grades will be given according to amount of assignments completed and the 
quality of the completed assignments. 

 

Students with Disabilities 

Wetumka Public School does not want any student to suffer from any learning 
loss because of illness.  To combat learning loss, we have implemented the 
following: 

1. Hired additional staff to lower ADA in special ed classes.   

2. Scheduled organized math and reading remediation for students. 

3. Pre/Posttest students to determine placement and to identify areas of need.  

4.  Maintain in person services. 

5.  Implement evidence-based Tier 1 instruction. 

6. Provide Tier 2 evidence-based supports for unfinished learning. 



7. Provide Tier 3 tutoring as needed. 

8. Provide additional training for all teachers responsible for steps in the tier 
system. 

9. Hired extra faculty/staff at each site to provide additional reading remediation. 

Continuity of Services 

Wetumka Public School administration, teachers and staff constantly are 
assessing what we are doing to provide for our students’ educations, social, 
emotional, mental health and other needs.  Counseling and Food service 
personnel are evaluating the students’ and adults’ needs for health and nutrition. 
You, the parents/guardians are also partnering with us in our quest to provide for 
our students and we welcome your input. 

 

What Parents Can Do To Help 

We are asking that parents conduct a home check before sending children to 
school.  If at all possible, parents should transport their students to and from 
school as this is recognized as the safest way to social distance each student.    

Parents please be patient with us. We cannot allow any visitor in our school.  Our 
students and faculty/staff must be protected as much as possible. We want 
Wetumka Public School to be the safest place it can possibly be. 

 

We will utilize the recommendation of the Hughes County and State of 
Oklahoma Health Departments, and the State Department of Education to 
determine if and when we need to quarantine students or faculty/staff, when 
masks will be made mandatory, and when we will need to close down school 
and go to distance learning.  We will keep you parents/guardians in the loop.  
Education is a cooperative effort of the school, home, and the community.  
Please work with us in these challenging times and understand that we want 
the very best for each and every member of our school family. 


