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“The goal of teaching is to assist the child to 

construct effective networks in his brain for 

linking up all the strategic activity that will be 

needed to work on text, not merely to accu-

mulate items of knowledge.” 

What is Reading Recovery? 

Reading Recovery is an effective scientifically based ear-

ly reading intervention developed by Dr. Marie Clay to 

assist first grade students who are having difficulty 

learning to read and write.  Reading Recovery teachers 

provide targeted instruction to these students.   

What is the Focus of Reading 

Recovery? 

In Reading Recovery, the focus is action oriented and 

meaning driven.  From the very beginning stages of their 

instruction, children read for meaning and write for a 

purpose with an audience in mind.  

How Can I Help My Child? 

When your child comes to a word he doesn’t know... 

For many years children have been told to “sound it out” when 

they come to an unknown word.  While phonics is an important 

part of reading, reading for the meaning is the most goal espe-

cially for beginning readers.  Independent readers who monitor 

and correct themselves as they read, use a variety of strate-

gies.  Encourage your child to try the following strategies BE-

FORE saying, “sound it out.” 

 Give your child wait time of 5-10 seconds.  See what he 

attempts to do to help himself. 

 Say, “Try that again” or “Reread the first part” 

 Ask, “What do you think that word could be?” 

 Say, “Think about the story to help you figure out what it 

could be.” 

 Say, “Check by looking at the word again, what do you see 

that might help?” 

 If they still don’t solve the tricky part, tell them by asking, 

“Could it be…..?” 

 Remember to praise the good attempts! 

Stakeholder Comments About 

Reading Recovery 

Parent: 

 My daughter has the confidence to try things and 

attempt to read wherever we are.  I have noticed 

that she is trying to read ads, billboards, newspa-

pers, magazines and anything that might have text 

written on it.  She even makes the comment , 

“Reading is fun mom!”  This is music to my ears! 

Classroom Teacher: 

 The Reading Recovery program is very important to stu-

dent success in first grade.  It helps significantly with im-

proving the problem solving skills of struggling readers.  

Also, it gives classroom teachers best practices to ensure 

student success in reading and writing skills. 

Principal: 

 Due to the high skill level of our Reading Recovery teacher 

the impact on our lowest first grade students has been 

strong.  She is highly skilled in using reading recovery 

strategies with consistency and fidelity.  She is also very 

skilled in coaching teachers in an effort to further impact 

program strategies. 

Reading Recovery® 



Parents and guardians play a crucial role in 

their child’s literacy learning.  They ensure 

their child is at school every day, well rest-

ed and ready to learn. In addition parents 

can: 

 Arrange a conference with the Reading 

Recovery teacher 

 Watch a Reading Recovery lesson 

 Plan a time to listen to my child read 

every night 

 Watch my child do his cut-up sentence 

at home 

 Write a story with my child 

 Read some favorite stories to my child 

 Talk to my child about the stories we 

read 

 Check with the Reading Recovery 

teacher about your child’s progress 

 Make sure the little books are returned 

to school every day 
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What can parents do ?

 

 

Parts of a Reading Recovery 

Lesson 

The Reading Recovery lesson is a daily, intensive 30 

minute teaching session where the teacher and child 

interact in reading and writing. 

 Rereading Familiar Books 

 Running Record 

 Letter work or I Can Take a Word 

Apart 

 Writing a Story 

 Cut Up Sentence 

 New Book Introduced 

The Reading Recovery lesson is one part of the child’s 

literacy program.  It supports the work in the regular 

classroom. 

Why does it work? 

Reading Recovery emphasizes problem-solving strategies 

designed to enable students to monitor their own reading 

and become independent readers whose reading and writ-

ing improve whenever they read and write.  This self-

extending system is a key objective of Reading Recovery 

instruction.  Early intervention, individualized and highly 

skilled teachers are primary factors in why this program 

is successful.  

How are Students Selected? 

First grade children are selected for Reading Recovery on the 

basis of classroom teachers’ recommendations and the re-

sults of the Observation Survey. 

The six tasks observed in the survey are: 

 

 Letter Identification 

 Word identification 

 Concepts About Print 

 Writing Vocabulary 

 Hearing and Recording Sounds in Words 

 Text Reading 


