
Baselice & Associates, Inc. Project# nnnnnBaselice & Associates, Inc. Project# 20859BASELICE & ASSOCIATES, INC.  │  AMARILLO ISD SURVEY #21012  │  January 25 - 30, 2022 1

AMARILLO  ISD                
VOTER  SURVEY

January 25 - 30, 2022

N = 400 respondents

margin of error: + 4.9%
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SURVEY OVERVIEW

3
2

4

Methodology

1 Interviewing was conducted by telephone using live interviewers who randomly dialed 
registered voters in Amarillo I.S.D. (from county voter files).

Interviews were offered in both English and Spanish.

61% of respondents were reached on their cell phone and 39% were reached on a 
landline phone

Quotas and sampling parameters were designed to collect a sample that is reflective 
of likely voters for the May 2022 elections, based on geography, gender, age, 
race/ethnicity and partisanship.

4

5

Objectives

1 Measure the image of Amarillo I.S.D.

Measure informed support/opposition to potential bond proposals.

Determine sensitivity to bond amount and the preference for addressing athletics and 
fine arts projects.

3 Determine support of various components of the bond.

2 Measure current (uninformed) levels of support/opposition to potential bond proposals.
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QUESTIONNAIRE  FORMAT 

1 Introduction and Screeners

2 General Questions

3 Uninformed Ballots

6 Demographics

5 Informed Ballots

4 Favorability of bond projects and 
reaction to other information
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DISTRIBUTION of INTERVIEWS by REGION

West Potter
n=117
29%

East Randall
n=79
20%

West Randall
n=148
37%

East Potter
n=56
14%
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COMPARISON of VOTER FILE to RESPONDENTS

West Potter East Potter East 
Randall

West 
Randall

All registered 
voters 25% 26% 22% 27%

Nov 2020 27% 19% 22% 32%
Nov 2018 28% 16% 21% 35%
Nov 2021 30% 12% 19% 40%
Nov 2019 30% 12% 20% 38%

Nov 2017 * 31% 13% 19% 37%
May 2021 30% 12% 20% 39%
May 2019 31% 12% 19% 39%
May 2018 30% 12% 17% 40%

Survey N=400 29% 14% 20% 37%
* Last bond Nov 2017
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46%54%
Male

Female

GENDER & RACE of RESPONDENTS
Figures are consistent with likely voters

73%
4%

10%
12%

Anglo

Other

African-
American

Hispanic

N=8 interviews were conducted in Spanish, equating to 2% of the sample, or one-fifth of Hispanic respondents.
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COMPARISON of VOTER FILE to RESPONDENTS
18-34 
yrs

35-44 
yrs

45-54 
yrs

55-64 
yrs

65+ 
years

All registered 
voters 26% 17% 14% 17% 25%

Nov 2020 18% 16% 15% 19% 32%
Nov 2018 13% 14% 14% 20% 39%
Nov 2021 5% 10% 11% 21% 53%
Nov 2019 4% 7% 9% 20% 60%

Nov 2017 * 1% 6% 8% 16% 68%
May 2021 6% 10% 12% 21% 51%
May 2019 4% 9% 12% 21% 55%
May 2017 2% 5% 9% 20% 63%

Survey N=400 7% 12% 13% 21% 47%

* Last bond Nov 2017
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D3. Do you have any grandchildren who are currently attending an Amarillo ISD school?

27%
1%

73%

Grandparent Not GrandparentUnsure / Refused

D2.  Do you have any children who are currently attending an Amarillo ISD school?

23%
1%

76%

Parent Non-ParentUnsure / Refused

Base Parent Non-
Parent

Unsure / 
Refused

Total 400 23% 76% 1%
RAGE49 - Age

18-49 101 61% 38% 2%
50-64 106 20% 80% 0%

65 or older 189 4% 96% 0%

Base Grand-
parent

Not 
G.Parent

Unsure / 
Refused

Total 400 27% 73% 1%
RAGE49 - Age

18-49 101 6% 92% 2%
50-64 106 30% 70% 0%

65 or older 189 36% 64% 0%

PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS
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All NoneOnly
Some

Most Very 
Few

Unsure / 
refused 

51%

25%
12% 7% 5% 0%

Q2. Thinking about local elections for a moment -- would you say that you vote in all, 
most, only some, very few, or none of the local elections dealing with bond issues, taxes 
and local development projects? 

Voter file Survey Nov           
’21, ‘19, ’17

81% 57% Voted 0

11% 20% Voted 1

5% 12% Voted 2

3% 12% Voted 3

Voter file Survey Nov           
’20, ‘18, ‘16

32% 8% Voted 0

19% 11% Voted 1

15% 15% Voted 2

34% 66% Voted 3

Voter file Survey May         
‘21, ‘19, ‘18 

77% 50% Voted 0

10% 18% Voted 1

6% 12% Voted 2

7% 20% Voted 3

ELECTION PARTICIPATION

The survey includes a high proportion of active voters.
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37%

14%

7%

33%

8%

70%

14% 15%Strong

Somewhat

Positive
Strong

Somewhat

NegativeUnsure / 
refused

Q1. Do you have a positive or negative impression of the Amarillo Independent 
School District?

Strong 
Positive

Total 
Positive

Total 
Negative

Unsure / 
Refused

Parent 41% 79% 17% 5%
Non-Parent 36% 68% 15% 17%

AMARILLO ISD IMAGE
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25%

7%

29%

25%
14%

51%

7%

43%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

Q3.  (Ver D: And,) Would you vote for or 
against the issuance of $167 million in 
bonds to construct, renovate and equip 
school buildings, and imposing a property 
tax increase sufficient to pay for the bonds?

Q4.  (Ver C: And,) Would you vote for or 
against the issuance of $256 million in 
bonds to construct, renovate and equip 
school buildings, and imposing a property 
tax increase sufficient to pay for the bonds?

22%
6%

34%

24% 15%
45%

6%

49%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

For Against

48% Asked 
first 46%

54% Asked 
last 40%

For Against

39% Asked 
last 55%

51% Asked 
first 44%

UNINFORMED POSITIONS - MAIN PROP
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For Against $167M Intense 
For %

51% 43% Total Sample 46%

62% 31% Parents 52%

48% 46% Non-Parents 45%

70% 25% Strong Pos Image 74%

55% 40% Smwht Pos Image 49%

19% 75% Negative Image 14%

49% 45% Votes all 47%

52% 42% Votes most 52%

54% 38% Votes some 40%

53% 39% 18-49 years 46%

47% 51% 50-64 years 40%

52% 40% 65+ years 53%

For Against $256M Intense 
For %

45% 49% Total Sample 39%

57% 37% Parents 41%

42% 53% Non-Parents 38%

59% 34% Strong Pos Image 62%

51% 46% Smwht Pos Image 35%

18% 77% Negative Image 14%

43% 51% Votes all 38%

48% 46% Votes most 40%

47% 50% Votes some 40%

49% 46% 18-49 years 43%

44% 55% 50-64 years 34%

45% 47% 65+ years 41%

UNINFORMED POSITIONS - MAIN PROP
It is important to look beyond the total percentages for & against, as those with strong opinions are more likely to show up and vote for or against a measure. The “Intense For %” is 
the percentage FOR among those with a strong opinion. For example, in Q3, 25% are strongly for and 29% are strongly against.  This is n=102 respondents strongly for and n=116 
respondents strongly against, for a total of n=218 with strong opinions.  This equates to 46% strong for among those with strong opinions.
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19%
4%

38%21%

18%40%

4%

56%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

Q5.  Would you vote for or against the 
issuance of $19 million in bonds for 
renovations and improvements to Dick 
Bivins Stadium (Ver Y: including repairs to 
bleachers and upgrades to the track) and 
imposing a property tax increase sufficient to 
pay for the bonds?

For Agn
37% Ver X 58%
43% Ver Y 55%

13% 9%

44%

14%

20%

27%

9%

64%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

Q6. Would you vote for or against the 
issuance of $38 million in bonds for the 
construction of a (Ver X: regional / Ver Y:
districtwide) natatorium and imposing a 
property tax increase sufficient to pay for the 
bonds?

For Agn
29% Ver X 63%
25% Ver Y 64%

UNINFORMED POSITIONS - OTHER PROPS
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For Against Stadium Intense 
For %

40% 56% Total Sample 33%

44% 53% Parents 34%

39% 57% Non-Parents 33%

48% 48% Strong Pos Image 49%

44% 55% Smwht Pos Image 29%

20% 75% Negative Image 13%

39% 57% Votes all 33%

46% 52% Votes most 44%

37% 60% Votes some 22%

45% 52% 18-49 years 37%

43% 56% 50-64 years 39%

36% 59% 65+ years 28%

For Against Natatorium Intense 
For %

27% 64% Total Sample 23%

31% 57% Parents 27%

26% 66% Non-Parents 23%

41% 48% Strong Pos Image 42%

23% 70% Smwht Pos Image 17%

13% 76% Negative Image 11%

28% 62% Votes all 24%

27% 64% Votes most 30%

24% 67% Votes some 15%

32% 60% 18-49 years 31%

21% 69% 50-64 years 14%

28% 63% 65+ years 25%

UNINFORMED POSITIONS - OTHER PROPS
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OE. Ask if opposed to general bond: And in your own words, please tell me why 
you would vote against this bond proposal.

51%

31%
15% 14%

5% 1%
No tax 

increase
No kids in 

school
Not neededISD 

Criticisms
Need more 

info.
Unsure / 
Refused

For Version C respondents this question was asked among those who were against $167M, which came before $256M.  
For Version D respondents this question was asked among those who were against $256M, which came before $167M.  
Percentages are among those asked and add up to over 100% because some respondents gave more than one reason.

WHY AGAINST - MAIN PROP
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Total Favor
Total 

Oppose
Unsure / 
Refused

Q7

Austin Middle School is over 72 years old and is need of significant repair, and recent 
engineering inspection/assessment determined that the entire foundation needs to be 
replaced in three years. The bond could allow for rebuilding this school to address these 
issues. 74% 23% 2%

Q8

The district has been in the process of making safety and security improvements to schools 
using the fund balance, and this bond would (Ver X: fund the one item not yet addressed 
with operating funds, which is more secure entrances at middle schools / Ver Y: provide 
some additional funding needed to get all schools to the same safety standard more quickly). 75% 24% 1%

Q9

The gymnasiums at elementary and middle schools are stand-alone metal structures without 
AC and get unbearably hot in certain months, and this bond could allow for adding AC to 
these gyms. 74% 24% 2%

Q10
The bond could allow for improvements to technology infrastructure such as increasing 
network speed and reliability to support today’s 21st Century classrooms. 70% 28% 2%

Q11

(Ver X: 45% of high school students participate in athletics, but the high schools / Ver Y: The 
high schools) lack adequate practice spaces for all their athletics programs. This bond could 
allow for constructing an indoor multipurpose practice facility at each high school to help 
meet student demand. 55% 44% 1%

Q12

An indoor multi purpose practice facility could also be used by fine arts and would allow for 
practice during inclement weather which not only would minimize disruptions in practice 
schedules, but save money on turf repair and increase student safety. 62% 37% 1%

Q13

(Ver X: 61% of high school students participate in fine arts, but the / Ver Y: The fine arts) 
facilities at the high schools are undersized, with hallways being used for storage of 
instruments and for student practice. The bond could allow for expansions at all high schools 
to provide adequate space for fine arts programs. 69% 29% 2%

Q14
If passed, a bond for $167 million would increase property taxes by (Ver X: $6.05 per month 
/ Ver Y: $72.65 per year) for every $100,000 of taxable property value. 52% 46% 2%

Q15
If passed, a bond for $256 million would increase property taxes by (Ver X: $9.39 per month 
/ Ver Y: $112.64 per year) for every $100,000 of taxable property value. 43% 55% 2%

Now I will read you some more information about the bond proposal of between $167 million and $256 million to
construct, renovate and equip school buildings. For each item I read, please tell me if you strongly favor,
somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose that project or element. Here is the first one... randomize
questions

BOND PROJECTS & ELEMENTS 

+52%
+26%

Ver X
Ver Y

+57%
+44%

Ver X
Ver Y

+23%
-2%

Ver X
Ver Y

Monthly tested better than yearly

Monthly tested better than yearly
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Total Favor
Total 

Oppose
Unsure / 
Refused

Q16

A diverse citizen steering committee of community leaders, district 
employees and parents helped to study and prioritize the district’s needs, 
and this bond proposal will include their recommendations. 71% 25% 3%

Q17

Because of rising construction costs, this bond will save taxpayers money 
because it is less expensive to address needs now than to wait and do it a 
few years from now. 62% 37% 1%

Q18
The district’s last bond came in on time and on budget and this bond would 
be implemented using the same practices. 71% 27% 2%

Q19
These bonds will NOT increase tax rates for senior citizens, since their 
property tax rates are frozen. 72% 26% 2%

Q20

The average school building in the district is 60 years old and the district 
maintains these building primarily using fund balance. This bond is limited in 
scope to a small number of major capital improvement projects. 68% 29% 3%

Q21

The district’s tax rate is lower than many peer districts and others in the 
area. And even if these bonds were to pass, the tax rate would still be less 
than many districts. 60% 37% 3%

Q22

Studies show that student involvement in extra curricular activities like fine 
arts and athletics has a direct impact on their success in the classroom. 
Improvements for fine arts and athletic spaces at each high school, made 
possible by this bond, would have a direct impact on a majority of Amarillo 
ISD students. 74% 25% 1%

Q23

Voters approved a bond for $100 million five years ago that is still being 
paid off, and this bond will increase local debt that will take at least another 
25 to 30 years to pay off. 40% 55% 4%

Now, I will read you some more information about bonds for Amarillo ISD. After each
statement I read, please tell me if this makes you strongly favor, somewhat favor,
somewhat oppose or strongly oppose bonds for Amarillo ISD. Here is the first item...
(Randomize)

OTHER INFORMATIVE STATEMENTS
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32%

2%

26%

29%

12%

61%

2%

38%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

$167M Informed

22%
6%

34%
24% 15%

45%

6%

49%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

$256M Uniformed

25%
7%

29%

25% 14%

51%

7%

43%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

$167M Uninformed

For Ang

60% Ask 
last 38%

62% Ask 
first 37%

For Ang

47% Ask 
last 51%

49% Ask 
first 49%

23%
2%

33%
25% 17%

48%

2%

50%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

$256M Informed

UNINFORMED POSITIONS INFORMED POSITIONS
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For Agn
Informed 

$167M
% 

Switched 
to for 

Intense 
For %

61% 38% Total Sample 16% 55%

75% 22% Parents 20% 70%

57% 42% Non-Parents 16% 52%

70% 27% Strong Pos Image 12% 76%

71% 28% Smwht Pos Image 19% 62%

27% 73% Negative Image 12% 14%

56% 42% Votes all 14% 51%

67% 33% Votes most 20% 54%

65% 34% Votes some 18% 65%

70% 30% 18-49 years 20% 65%

58% 42% 50-64 years 16% 52%

57% 39% 65+ years 15% 53%

For Agn
Informed 

$256M
% 

Switched 
to for

Intense 
For %

48% 50% Total Sample 12% 41%

55% 43% Parents 10% 55%

46% 52% Non-Parents 12% 38%

60% 37% Strong Pos Image 13% 62%

53% 46% Smwht Pos Image 10% 43%

19% 81% Negative Image 7% 11%

43% 54% Votes all 10% 38%

52% 48% Votes most 11% 42%

55% 44% Votes some 15% 50%

53% 46% 18-49 years 12% 53%

50% 49% 50-64 years 12% 42%

45% 53% 65+ years 11% 37%

INFORMED POSITIONS - MAIN PROP
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45%

23% 30%
2%

Unsure / refusedOr neither(Ver Y: between $167 
and $205 million) that 
addressed only fine 

arts, but not athletics

(Ver Y: between $205 
and $256 million) that 
addressed both fine 

arts and athletics

Both fine arts & 
athletics

Only fine arts, but 
not athletics Or neither

Ver X w/out price 54% 24% 21%
Ver Y with price 36% 23% 39%

Parent 54% 28% 17%
Non-parent 43% 22% 33%

Against both 
$167M & $256M 19% 13% 66%

For both or mixed 60% 30% 9%

Q26. Indoor practice facilities and expansions to fine arts spaces are both needed to 
provide adequate space for high school programs. Would you prefer a bond...

FINE ARTS ONLY vs. ATHLETICS & FINE ARTS
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62% 37%
Q29. If passed, this bond proposal would 

increase property taxes by (Ver X: 69 
cents per month / Ver Y: $8.25 per year) 
for every $100,000 of taxable property 
value.

+26%
1%

Net 
Favor

Favor Oppose No Difference / 
Unsure

61%
64%

X:
Y:

37%
36%

2%
0%

+23%
+28%

66% 33%

Q27. Dick Bivins Stadium was built in 1955 
and the original seating is starting to 
deteriorate as the foundation 
underneath is beginning to crack and 
move. This bond would allow for 
replacing this 65-year old seating with 
new seating.

+34%
1%

69% 30%
Q28. The seating configuration would allow 

for adding two lanes to the track and 
make it an eight-lane competition track 
to enable the district to host UIL track 
and field meets.

+38%
1%

Now I will read you some more information about the bond proposal for renovations and improvements to Dick Bivins
Stadium. For each item I read, please tell me if you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose
that project or element. Here is the first item... (Randomize)

ADDITIONAL INFO ON STADIUM BONDS
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19%
4%

38%21%

18%40%

4%

56%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

Q5.  Would you vote for or against the 
issuance of $19 million in bonds for 
renovations and improvements to Dick 
Bivins Stadium (Ver Y: including repairs to 
bleachers and upgrades to the track) and 
imposing a property tax increase sufficient to 
pay for the bonds?

Q30.  Having heard more, would you vote 
for or against the issuance of $19 million in 
bonds for renovations and improvements to 
Dick Bivins Stadium (Ver Y: including repairs 
to bleachers and upgrades to the track) and 
imposing a property tax increase sufficient to 
pay for the bonds?

30%

1%

23%

33%

13%

63%

1%

36%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

For Against
37% Ver X 58%
43% Ver Y 55%

For Against
62% Ver X 36%
64% Ver Y 36%

UNINFORMED POSITION - STADIUM INFORMED POSITIONS - STADIUM
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For Against Stadium Intense 
For %

40% 56% Total Sample 33%

44% 53% Parents 34%

39% 57% Non-Parents 33%

48% 48% Strong Pos Image 49%

44% 55% Smwht Pos Image 29%

20% 75% Negative Image 13%

39% 57% Votes all 33%

46% 52% Votes most 44%

37% 60% Votes some 22%

45% 52% 18-49 years 37%

43% 56% 50-64 years 39%

36% 59% 65+ years 28%

For Against Stadium
% 

switched 
to for

Intense 
For %

63% 36% Total Sample 26% 57%

66% 34% Parents 27% 63%

62% 37% Non-Parents 26% 56%

74% 25% Strong Pos Image 28% 75%

66% 33% Smwht Pos Image 27% 59%

34% 66% Negative Image 16% 24%

61% 39% Votes all 25% 56%

68% 30% Votes most 25% 65%

64% 36% Votes some 29% 53%

65% 33% 18-49 years 25% 61%

60% 40% 50-64 years 17% 55%

65% 34% 65+ years 32% 58%

UNINFORMED POSITIONS INFORMED POSITIONS
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60% 38%

Q31. Currently, all four high school swim 
programs share three lanes of pool 
space, which the district leases from a 
third-party. A (Ver X: regional / Ver Y: 
districtwide) natatorium would provide 
a more appropriate and guaranteed 
facility to accommodate its current 
swim programs.

+22%
2%

65% 33%

Q32. A (Ver X: regional / Ver Y: districtwide) 
natatorium would allow more high 
school students to participate in 
swimming, expand programs into 
middle schools, and could even be 
used for swimming safety lessons for 
elementary school children.

+32%
2%

58% 40%
Q33. If passed, the bond proposal would 

increase property taxes by (Ver X: $1.38 
per month / Ver Y: $16.60 per year) for 
every $100,000 of taxable property 
value.

+18%
2%

Net 
FavorFavor Oppose No Difference / 

Unsure

59%
57%

X:
Y:

39%
41%

2%
2%

20%
15%

65%
65%

X:
Y:

33%
34%

3%
1%

32%
31%

62%
58%

X:
Y:

35%
40%

3%
1%

26%
18%

Now I will read you some more information about the bond proposal for the construction of a (Ver X: regional / Ver Y:
districtwide) natatorium. For each item I read, please tell me if you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or
strongly oppose that project or element. Here is the first item... (Randomize)

ADDITIONAL INFO ON NATATORIUM BONDS
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13% 9%

44%

14%

20%

27%

9%

64%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

Q6. Would you vote for or against the 
issuance of $38 million in bonds for the 
construction of a (Ver X: regional / Ver Y:
districtwide) natatorium and imposing a 
property tax increase sufficient to pay for the 
bonds?

Q34.  Having heard more, would you vote 
for or against the issuance of $38 million in 
bonds for the construction of a (Ver X: 
regional / Ver Y: districtwide) natatorium and 
imposing a property tax increase sufficient to 
pay for the bonds?

29%

1%

27%

27%

15%

57%

1%

42%

Strongly

Somewhat

For

Strongly

Somewhat

AgainstUnsure

For Against
29% Ver X 63%
25% Ver Y 64%

For Against
58% Ver X 39%
55% Ver Y 45%

UNINFORMED POSITION – NAT. INFORMED POSITION – NAT.
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For Agn Natatorium Intense 
For %

27% 64% Total Sample 23%

31% 57% Parents 27%

26% 66% Non-Parents 23%

41% 48% Strong Pos Image 42%

23% 70% Smwht Pos Image 17%

13% 76% Negative Image 11%

28% 62% Votes all 24%

27% 64% Votes most 30%

24% 67% Votes some 15%

32% 60% 18-49 years 31%

21% 69% 50-64 years 14%

28% 63% 65+ years 25%

For Agn Natatorium % 
Switched

Intense 
For %

57% 42% Total Sample 33% 52%

63% 36% Parents 35% 59%

55% 44% Non-Parents 32% 50%

66% 32% Strong Pos Image 29% 69%

61% 38% Smwht Pos Image 42% 53%

33% 65% Negative Image 22% 21%

51% 48% Votes all 26% 47%

67% 32% Votes most 42% 62%

59% 41% Votes some 37% 53%

63% 34% 18-49 years 34% 60%

59% 41% 50-64 years 40% 50%

53% 46% 65+ years 28% 50%

UNINFORMED POSITIONS INFORMED POSITIONS
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34% 12% 18% 8% 28%

Informed $167 / $256
46% For both 
18% Mixed/Unsure
36% Against both 

Switched 
For both

Stayed For 
both

Depends / 
Unsure

Switched 
Agn. both

Stayed 
Agn. both

34% 12% 18% 8% 28%
Switched 
For both

Stayed For 
both

Depends / 
Unsure

Switched 
Agn. both

Stayed 
Agn. both

REGRESSION  ANALYSIS

Uniformed $167 / $256
42% For both 
19% Mixed/Unsure
39% Against both 

74% of respondents favor Q8, but only 46% would vote for both amounts. 

Informed $167 / $256
46% For both 
18% Mixed/Unsure
36% Against both 

Uniformed $167 / $256
42% For both 
19% Mixed/Unsure
39% Against both 

44% 30% 2%
10%

13%

Q7. Austin Middle School is over 72 years old 
and is need of significant repair, and recent 
engineering inspection / assessment 
determined that the entire foundation 
needs to be replaced in three years. The 
bond could allow for rebuilding this school 
to address these issues.

+51%

Somewhat 
Favor

Strongly 
Favor

Depends / 
Unsure

Somewhat 
Oppose

Strongly 
Oppose

75% of respondents favor Q8, but only 46% would vote for both amounts. 

46% 28% 1%
9%15%

Q8. The district has been in the process of 
making safety and security improvements 
to schools using the fund balance, and this 
bond would (Ver X: fund the one item not 
yet addressed with operating funds, which 
is more secure entrances at middle 
schools / Ver Y: provide some additional 
funding needed to get all schools to the 
same safety standard more quickly).

+51%

Net 
Favor

Somewhat 
Favor

Strongly 
Favor

Depends / 
Unsure

Somewhat 
Oppose

Strongly 
Oppose
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Solidifier
Correlation

Factor
0.0219

Average
Correlation

Score
0.7

=
Switcher

Correlation
Factor
0.0067

+ ÷ 2
Net 

Favor
+51

X

Solidifier
Correlation

Factor
0.1513

Average
Correlation

Score
7.0

=
Switcher

Correlation
Factor
0.1250

+ ÷ 2
Net 

Favor
+51

X

There is a higher correlation between strongly favoring Q7 and supporting the bond than there is with 
strongly favoring Q8 and supporting the bond. The message is Q7 is ten times stronger than Q8.

44% 30% 2%
10%

13%

Q7. Austin Middle School is over 72 years old 
and is need of significant repair, and recent 
engineering inspection / assessment 
determined that the entire foundation 
needs to be replaced in three years. The 
bond could allow for rebuilding this school 
to address these issues.

+51%

Somewhat 
Favor

Strongly 
Favor

Depends / 
Unsure

Somewhat 
Oppose

Strongly 
Oppose

46% 28% 1%
9%15%

Q8. The district has been in the process of 
making safety and security improvements 
to schools using the fund balance, and this 
bond would (Ver X: fund the one item not 
yet addressed with operating funds, which 
is more secure entrances at middle 
schools / Ver Y: provide some additional 
funding needed to get all schools to the 
same safety standard more quickly).

+51%

Net 
Favor

Somewhat 
Favor

Strongly 
Favor

Depends / 
Unsure

Somewhat 
Oppose

Strongly 
Oppose

REGRESSION  ANALYSIS
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CORRELATION SCORES FOR SUPPORT OF $167M & $256M 
 

Total 
Sample    
(N=400)

Parent     
(n=91)

Non-
Parent     
(n=309)

Vote All    
(n=205)

Vote Most  
(n=98)

Vote Some 
/ None     
(n=97)

18-49 yrs   
(n=101)

50-64 yrs   
(n=106)

65+ yrs    
(n=189)

Q7

Austin Middle School is over 72 years old and is need of significant repair, and recent engineering 
inspection/assessment determined that the entire foundation needs to be replaced in three years. 
The bond could allow for rebuilding this school to address these issues. 7.0 14.9 5.1 2.4 3.2 4.1 8.0 6.5 1.7

Q8

The district has been in the process of making safety and security improvements to schools using 
the fund balance, and this bond would (Ver X: fund the one item not yet addressed with operating 
funds, which is more secure entrances at middle schools / Ver Y: provide some additional funding 
needed to get all schools to the same safety standard more quickly). 0.7 3.3 2.9 3.8 2.6 7.2 5.2 1.6 3.0

Q9
The gymnasiums at elementary and middle schools are stand-alone metal structures without AC 
and get unbearably hot in certain months, and this bond could allow for adding AC to these gyms. 2.5 4.3 4.1 2.1 1.4 4.8 0.9 2.6 6.1

Q10
The bond could allow for improvements to technology infrastructure such as increasing network 
speed and reliability to support today’s 21st Century classrooms. 8.2 4.4 8.0 1.9 8.3 18.0 5.3 2.9 7.5

Q11

(Ver X: 45% of high school students participate in athletics, but the high schools / Ver Y: The high 
schools) lack adequate practice spaces for all their athletics programs. This bond could allow for 
constructing an indoor multipurpose practice facility at each high school to help meet student 
demand. 1.2 11.6 0.4 0.1 1.3 3.8 4.0 0.0 1.7

Q12

An indoor multi purpose practice facility could also be used by fine arts and would allow for practice 
during inclement weather which not only would minimize disruptions in practice schedules, but save 
money on turf repair and increase student safety. 1.3 18.1 2.2 3.3 2.5 2.7 10.4 3.3 1.8

Q13

(Ver X: 61% of high school students participate in fine arts, but the / Ver Y: The fine arts) facilities 
at the high schools are undersized, with hallways being used for storage of instruments and for 
student practice. The bond could allow for expansions at all high schools to provide adequate 
space for fine arts programs. 2.8 3.2 3.7 3.8 5.0 0.9 3.3 1.5 1.9

Q14
If passed, a bond for $167 million would increase property taxes by (Ver X: $6.05 per month / Ver 
Y: $72.65 per year) for every $100,000 of taxable property value. 1.1 3.6 0.4 -1.6 0.7 1.9 0.8 2.9 0.1

Q15
If passed, a bond for $256 million would increase property taxes by (Ver X: $9.39 per month / Ver 
Y: $112.64 per year) for every $100,000 of taxable property value. -2.2 0.1 -3.4 -6.2 -0.4 1.7 0.4 -0.9 -4.2

Q16

A diverse citizen steering committee of community leaders, district employees and parents helped 
to study and prioritize the district’s needs, and this bond proposal will include their 
recommendations. 2.5 4.7 1.6 0.8 0.9 9.2 5.4 3.9 2.7

Q17
Because of rising construction costs, this bond will save taxpayers money because it is less 
expensive to address needs now than to wait and do it a few years from now. 0.8 4.0 0.9 1.1 2.2 2.9 2.9 0.5 1.7

Q18
The district’s last bond came in on time and on budget and this bond would be implemented using 
the same practices. 5.5 4.4 6.2 3.5 8.7 8.5 2.6 2.0 10.1

Q19
These bonds will NOT increase tax rates for senior citizens, since their property tax rates are 
frozen. 2.4 5.0 2.3 1.3 0.8 6.9 4.7 1.8 3.3

Q20

The average school building in the district is 60 years old and the district maintains these building 
primarily using fund balance. This bond is limited in scope to a small number of major capital 
improvement projects. 4.1 13.2 1.9 2.5 3.2 6.9 7.0 2.1 2.7

Q21
The district’s tax rate is lower than many peer districts and others in the area. And even if these 
bonds were to pass, the tax rate would still be less than many districts. 4.1 2.3 4.3 4.7 2.9 2.2 3.8 1.4 7.3

Q22

Studies show that student involvement in extra curricular activities like fine arts and athletics has a 
direct impact on their success in the classroom. Improvements for fine arts and athletic spaces at 
each high school, made possible by this bond, would have a direct impact on a majority of Amarillo 
ISD students. 5.3 13.3 3.1 2.8 12.4 7.3 16.6 4.7 3.1

Q23
Voters approved a bond for $100 million five years ago that is still being paid off, and this bond will 
increase local debt that will take at least another 25 to 30 years to pay off. -3.4 -0.7 -3.3 -2.2 -3.7 -2.7 -4.2 -4.5 -0.5

The top five scores are highlighted in light blue. The scores are relative measures that 
should be compared within a subgroup, not compared between different subgroups. 
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Austin Middle School is over 72 years old and is need of significant repair, and recent engineering 
inspection/assessment determined that the entire foundation needs to be replaced in three years. 

The bond could allow for rebuilding this school to address these issues (Q7).

ELEMENT  MATRIX - SUPPORT OF $167M & $256M 

Studies show that student involvement in 
extra curricular activities like fine arts and 
athletics has a direct impact on their success 
in the classroom. Improvements for fine arts 
and athletic spaces at each high school, made 
possible by this bond, would have a direct 
impact on a majority of Amarillo ISD students
(Q22).

The bond could allow for improvements to 
technology infrastructure such as increasing 
network speed and reliability to support 
today’s 21st Century classrooms (Q10).

The district’s last bond came in on time and 
on budget and this bond would be 
implemented using the same practices (Q18).

Total Sample

The district’s tax rate is lower than many peer 
districts and others in the area. And even if 
these bonds were to pass, the tax rate would 
still be less than many districts (Q21).

The bond could allow for improvements to 
technology infrastructure such as increasing 
network speed and reliability to support 
today’s 21st Century classrooms (Q10).

The district’s last bond came in on time and 
on budget and this bond would be 
implemented using the same practices (Q18).

Non-Parents

The average school building in the district is 
60 years old and the district maintains these 
building primarily using fund balance. This 
bond is limited in scope to a small number of 
major capital improvement projects (Q20).

An indoor multi purpose practice facility could 
also be used by fine arts and would allow for 
practice during inclement weather which not 
only would minimize disruptions in practice 
schedules, but save money on turf repair and 
increase student safety (Q12).

Studies show that student involvement in 
extra curricular activities like fine arts and 
athletics has a direct impact on their success 
in the classroom. Improvements for fine arts 
and athletic spaces at each high school, made 
possible by this bond, would have a direct 
impact on a majority of Amarillo ISD students
(Q22).

Parents

The district’s tax rate is lower than many peer 
districts and others in the area. And even if 
these bonds were to pass, the tax rate would 
still be less than many districts (Q21).

The average school building in the district is 
60 years old and the district maintains these 
building primarily using fund balance. This 
bond is limited in scope to a small number of 
major capital improvement projects (Q20).

The gymnasiums at elementary and middle 
schools are stand-alone metal structures 
without AC and get unbearably hot in certain 
months, and this bond could allow for adding 
AC to these gyms (Q9).

(Ver X: 45% of high school students 
participate in athletics, but the high schools / 
Ver Y: The high schools) lack adequate 
practice spaces for all their athletics 
programs. This bond could allow for 
constructing an indoor multipurpose practice 
facility at each high school to help meet 
student demand (Q11).
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CORRELATION SCORES FOR SUPPORT OF $167M PROP
 

Total 
Sample    
(N=400)

Parent     
(n=91)

Non-
Parent     
(n=309)

Vote All    
(n=205)

Vote Most  
(n=98)

Vote Some 
/ None     
(n=97)

18-49 yrs   
(n=101)

50-64 yrs   
(n=106)

65+ yrs    
(n=189)

Q7

Austin Middle School is over 72 years old and is need of significant repair, and recent engineering 
inspection/assessment determined that the entire foundation needs to be replaced in three years. 
The bond could allow for rebuilding this school to address these issues. 6.7 8.4 5.0 0.8 4.7 8.7 3.5 8.4 3.0

Q8

The district has been in the process of making safety and security improvements to schools using 
the fund balance, and this bond would (Ver X: fund the one item not yet addressed with operating 
funds, which is more secure entrances at middle schools / Ver Y: provide some additional funding 
needed to get all schools to the same safety standard more quickly). 1.3 3.1 2.9 3.3 1.4 5.1 7.3 4.7 2.5

Q9
The gymnasiums at elementary and middle schools are stand-alone metal structures without AC 
and get unbearably hot in certain months, and this bond could allow for adding AC to these gyms. 1.1 6.1 2.3 0.4 2.9 9.6 2.9 4.8 6.1

Q10
The bond could allow for improvements to technology infrastructure such as increasing network 
speed and reliability to support today’s 21st Century classrooms. 8.8 3.5 8.4 0.7 10.2 22.9 2.4 2.7 7.0

Q11

(Ver X: 45% of high school students participate in athletics, but the high schools / Ver Y: The high 
schools) lack adequate practice spaces for all their athletics programs. This bond could allow for 
constructing an indoor multipurpose practice facility at each high school to help meet student 
demand. 1.4 3.4 0.6 0.2 1.5 3.6 1.1 0.0 4.2

Q12

An indoor multi purpose practice facility could also be used by fine arts and would allow for practice 
during inclement weather which not only would minimize disruptions in practice schedules, but save 
money on turf repair and increase student safety. 1.7 4.6 1.9 3.4 1.8 3.2 6.3 3.2 2.2

Q13

(Ver X: 61% of high school students participate in fine arts, but the / Ver Y: The fine arts) facilities 
at the high schools are undersized, with hallways being used for storage of instruments and for 
student practice. The bond could allow for expansions at all high schools to provide adequate 
space for fine arts programs. 2.6 2.8 2.8 3.1 1.3 3.6 2.9 1.6 1.7

Q14
If passed, a bond for $167 million would increase property taxes by (Ver X: $6.05 per month / Ver 
Y: $72.65 per year) for every $100,000 of taxable property value. 1.6 3.6 0.7 -2.1 0.7 2.2 0.9 4.3 0.2

Q15
If passed, a bond for $256 million would increase property taxes by (Ver X: $9.39 per month / Ver 
Y: $112.64 per year) for every $100,000 of taxable property value. -0.5 0.1 -1.2 -1.8 -0.5 0.4 0.2 -2.2 -1.2

Q16

A diverse citizen steering committee of community leaders, district employees and parents helped 
to study and prioritize the district’s needs, and this bond proposal will include their 
recommendations. 3.0 5.4 1.6 1.4 0.9 6.3 9.2 7.5 4.4

Q17
Because of rising construction costs, this bond will save taxpayers money because it is less 
expensive to address needs now than to wait and do it a few years from now. 2.0 5.8 0.8 2.1 0.4 3.4 3.9 0.9 2.1

Q18
The district’s last bond came in on time and on budget and this bond would be implemented using 
the same practices. 8.5 1.8 8.0 6.4 11.5 5.4 6.6 2.2 11.4

Q19
These bonds will NOT increase tax rates for senior citizens, since their property tax rates are 
frozen. 1.5 8.2 2.6 2.4 8.0 1.1 3.3 1.9 3.9

Q20

The average school building in the district is 60 years old and the district maintains these building 
primarily using fund balance. This bond is limited in scope to a small number of major capital 
improvement projects. 5.0 14.7 2.5 2.4 6.4 3.9 11.8 3.2 0.9

Q21
The district’s tax rate is lower than many peer districts and others in the area. And even if these 
bonds were to pass, the tax rate would still be less than many districts. 2.5 2.8 3.0 4.8 3.2 2.8 1.6 1.4 7.1

Q22

Studies show that student involvement in extra curricular activities like fine arts and athletics has a 
direct impact on their success in the classroom. Improvements for fine arts and athletic spaces at 
each high school, made possible by this bond, would have a direct impact on a majority of Amarillo 
ISD students. 7.1 4.9 5.3 4.9 10.1 10.7 15.7 5.5 2.8

Q23
Voters approved a bond for $100 million five years ago that is still being paid off, and this bond will 
increase local debt that will take at least another 25 to 30 years to pay off. -3.1 -0.8 -2.7 -2.5 -3.1 -3.2 -2.6 -4.0 -0.9

The top five scores are highlighted in light blue. The scores 
are relative measures that should be compared within a 
subgroup, not compared between different subgroups. 
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The top five scores are highlighted in light blue. The scores 
are relative measures that should be compared within a 
subgroup, not compared between different subgroups. 

CORRELATION SCORES FOR SUPPORT OF $256M PROP
 

Total 
Sample    
(N=400)

Parent     
(n=91)

Non-
Parent     
(n=309)

Vote All    
(n=205)

Vote Most  
(n=98)

Vote Some 
/ None     
(n=97)

18-49 yrs   
(n=101)

50-64 yrs   
(n=106)

65+ yrs    
(n=189)

Q7

Austin Middle School is over 72 years old and is need of significant repair, and recent engineering 
inspection/assessment determined that the entire foundation needs to be replaced in three years. 
The bond could allow for rebuilding this school to address these issues. 6.2 17.7 4.4 3.8 1.1 0.6 10.0 4.6 0.1

Q8

The district has been in the process of making safety and security improvements to schools using 
the fund balance, and this bond would (Ver X: fund the one item not yet addressed with operating 
funds, which is more secure entrances at middle schools / Ver Y: provide some additional funding 
needed to get all schools to the same safety standard more quickly). 0.9 2.7 3.1 4.1 5.4 8.1 3.3 5.7 5.1

Q9
The gymnasiums at elementary and middle schools are stand-alone metal structures without AC 
and get unbearably hot in certain months, and this bond could allow for adding AC to these gyms. 2.4 3.3 3.8 2.7 2.5 0.7 3.7 1.7 5.2

Q10
The bond could allow for improvements to technology infrastructure such as increasing network 
speed and reliability to support today’s 21st Century classrooms. 5.7 4.0 6.2 3.1 4.1 10.2 12.3 2.9 5.9

Q11

(Ver X: 45% of high school students participate in athletics, but the high schools / Ver Y: The high 
schools) lack adequate practice spaces for all their athletics programs. This bond could allow for 
constructing an indoor multipurpose practice facility at each high school to help meet student 
demand. 1.3 15.8 0.2 0.1 3.1 3.2 5.4 0.0 0.8

Q12

An indoor multi purpose practice facility could also be used by fine arts and would allow for practice 
during inclement weather which not only would minimize disruptions in practice schedules, but save 
money on turf repair and increase student safety. 1.3 24.4 1.8 2.5 6.0 3.0 10.9 3.2 1.3

Q13

(Ver X: 61% of high school students participate in fine arts, but the / Ver Y: The fine arts) facilities 
at the high schools are undersized, with hallways being used for storage of instruments and for 
student practice. The bond could allow for expansions at all high schools to provide adequate 
space for fine arts programs. 2.6 2.7 2.9 4.7 4.5 1.6 2.7 2.9 1.4

Q14
If passed, a bond for $167 million would increase property taxes by (Ver X: $6.05 per month / Ver 
Y: $72.65 per year) for every $100,000 of taxable property value. 0.4 2.6 0.0 -0.7 0.9 1.1 0.7 1.0 0.1

Q15
If passed, a bond for $256 million would increase property taxes by (Ver X: $9.39 per month / Ver 
Y: $112.64 per year) for every $100,000 of taxable property value. -3.2 0.2 -4.7 -8.4 -0.6 2.7 0.5 -0.4 -5.8

Q16

A diverse citizen steering committee of community leaders, district employees and parents helped 
to study and prioritize the district’s needs, and this bond proposal will include their 
recommendations. 2.0 1.7 2.6 1.3 2.1 10.0 1.6 2.5 1.1

Q17
Because of rising construction costs, this bond will save taxpayers money because it is less 
expensive to address needs now than to wait and do it a few years from now. 1.0 2.4 0.6 1.9 4.1 2.5 2.0 0.6 1.5

Q18
The district’s last bond came in on time and on budget and this bond would be implemented using 
the same practices. 1.6 12.0 4.1 0.2 3.8 10.6 10.4 1.8 6.3

Q19
These bonds will NOT increase tax rates for senior citizens, since their property tax rates are 
frozen. 1.4 4.9 2.1 2.1 9.0 11.9 3.5 1.9 1.9

Q20

The average school building in the district is 60 years old and the district maintains these building 
primarily using fund balance. This bond is limited in scope to a small number of major capital 
improvement projects. 2.3 11.0 0.8 2.4 11.3 8.1 1.8 2.8 3.1

Q21
The district’s tax rate is lower than many peer districts and others in the area. And even if these 
bonds were to pass, the tax rate would still be less than many districts. 4.5 1.8 4.5 3.6 5.3 2.7 6.2 1.6 6.0

Q22

Studies show that student involvement in extra curricular activities like fine arts and athletics has a 
direct impact on their success in the classroom. Improvements for fine arts and athletic spaces at 
each high school, made possible by this bond, would have a direct impact on a majority of Amarillo 
ISD students. 2.7 15.0 3.0 3.4 11.2 2.8 13.0 4.4 2.5

Q23
Voters approved a bond for $100 million five years ago that is still being paid off, and this bond will 
increase local debt that will take at least another 25 to 30 years to pay off. -2.8 -0.4 -3.1 -1.6 -3.2 -1.8 -3.9 -4.6 -0.4
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KEY FINDINGS

This survey had a captive audience of respondents. While results show support can increase as voters become more 
informed, this will require a significant communications effect. Further, results also show turnout among parents will 
be critical, as non-parents reached only 52% in their informed extrapolated intensity at the end of the survey.

1

7

5

2

Initially, bonds of $167M and $256M receive similar levels of support and opposition (when comparing the 
uninformed position on $167M when it was asked first in Version C to the uniformed position on $256M when it was 
asked first in Version D).  Respondents are sensitive to the price  -- support for $256M drops simply from asking 
questions about a smaller amount (which commonly happens in surveys).

On the uninformed ballot tests on the main bond, strong opposition outweighs strong support, which indicates they 
would not pass in the election were held today.  Voters need to hear about what these bonds will do and why they 
are needed.  
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A majority of respondents favor all the bond projects tested, with two-thirds favoring all but the indoor practice facility.  
After respondents learn more about the projects and hear other information strong support outweighs strong 
opposition on the $167M prop.  However, strong support is still less than strong opposition on the $256M prop (a 
function of knowing there was a small option being discussed in the survey).   
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Respondents prefer a bond that addresses both fine arts and athletics at the high schools.  On the informed 
positions, 36% of respondents would vote against both amounts, leaving 64% who are “for both or mixed”.  
Respondents who are “for both or mixed” prefer a bond that addresses both fine arts and athletics by a 2-1 margin 
(60% both vs 30% fine arts only). 

Initially, a majority of respondents are against props for Dick Bivins stadium and a natatorium.  After learning more 
about each a majority of respondents are for these props. The most likely voters are against the natatorium in their 
intensity on the informed position, indicating a particular challenge with passing this measure. 

Regression analysis was conducted to determine the most important messages to communicate regarding 
the bond proposal. Messages were scored for their correlation in three ways: (1) support of both amounts, 
(2) support of $167M, and (3) support of $256M.
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