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A Study Session of the Governing Board convened at 1:02 p.m. Board member Mr. Arellano, Mrs. Kais, 
Mr.Oesterle, Mr. Ulery and Mr. McGibbon were present (telephonically and in person).  
 
The purpose of the Study Session was to discuss the implications of school operations as a result of 
COVID19 school closures.   
 
Ms. Rico shared the Governors message; While this isn’t the outcome any of us wanted, we are 
grateful for the partnership of schools around the state, who have stepped up to offer virtual and take-
home learning opportunities for our students. These efforts are crucial, and we recognize that schools 
are making every effort possible to continue providing instruction during closures. We also thank our 
legislative partners for passing legislation ensuring all educators and staff sees no disruption in pay. 
Our number one priority will continue to be health and safety, and we will continue to work closely with 
public health officials to make the best decisions for kids, families, and our school communities. 
 
Ms. Rico presented to the Board on how instruction and online learning has been rolled out to students.  
For grades Prek-2nd grade, parents have picked up packets for students at either one of the lunch 
locations or on campus. The students who did not pick up packets are being contacted by teachers and 
alternatives to assignments are being made if needed.  The 3rd-8th grade students are participating in 
online Google Classroom learning.  Teachers are posting assignments weekly and are being flexible 
with due dates while students and parents get used to this new way of learning.  Teachers are also 
holding online ZOOM or Google Hangout check-ins with classes.  Those who are having issues with 
the online forums, packets will be created for them. 
 
Special Educations Teachers for students in grades K-5 have made individualized packets based on 
the goals stated on their Individualized Education Plan. Special Education Teachers are also checking 
in on their students and parents. SPED teachers and parapros are working with students in grades 6-8 
via Google Hangouts, checking in and helping them with their class work.  The SPED teacher has 
organized a schedule to work with the students and ensure their IEP goals are being met.  
 
Ms. Rico shared that as of today, there are 24 students that have not been able to contact and who 
have not contacted teachers.  Teachers are making calls and sending emails to the parents of these 
students.  Home visits will be made next week by administrators if no contact has been made by the 
end of this week.  
 



Teachers are compiling information from parents whose students are participating in online classes 
whether they need packets instead due to online/wifi issues. Ms. Rico reported that 14 out of 15 
Kajeets have been checked out to families who do not have internet. Currently there are 15 more 
Kajeets on order and expected to arrive in two weeks.  
 
Ms. Rico shared that Legislation during school closures ensures that school letter grades are held 
harmless and ensures school days are not extended into the summer and that learning opportunities 
for students will continue.  School is not over and is in session; students will not fail their grade and 
there will be no retentions. Students will receive credit for work completed, but will not be penalized for 
not being able to access online learning opportunities.  PreK-5th grade students at the end of the 
semester will be a  PASS or Incomplete (if 60% of the work is not completed). All teachers will continue 
to grade work completed and keep grades updated on Synergy. Students 6-8 grade will continue to be 
graded on assignments given by teachers and quarter grades will be averaged for the end of the year 
semester grade. An end of year ATI/Galileo Benchmark Assessment to grades 2-8 will be administered 
the week of April 27, 2020 and assigning specific skills practice on IXL to assist in re-teaching skills not 
yet mastered. Ms. Rico provided an IXL usage summary which indicated an increase of usage at 
home. Our students and parents are amazing as they have been working diligently on IXL. 
 
Ms. Rico reported that 100% of our employees have submitted the Commitment to Work form, 
indicating their availability to work during their normal work hours. Food Service, Transportation and 
other staff members have been onsite daily preparing and distributing breakfast and lunch to students 
at 5 locations/bus stops.  Ms. Rico shared what a tremendous job everyone is doing onsite and those 
employees who are working remotely.  She asked that everyone continues to work together to ensure 
our students that we are here to take care of them and all of their needs.   
 
Mrs. Kais asked if our childcare/Preschool will be reopening for children of first responders and/or 
health care providers.  Ms. Rico explained our Preschool will not be opening and that at this time has 
not received any requests from parents.  
 
Mrs. Kais asked about an emergency resolution for authorization of payroll, authorization of leave,  the 
continual optimum access to the meals and any of the other administrative things that may be 
necessary at this time.  Ms. Rico shared that she had sample resolutions available that can be 
reviewed by the Board at the scheduled April 13th Board Meeting.  Mrs. Kais stated she felt that it 
needs to be done sooner as she feels it should have been done two weeks ago when the school 
closure occurred. Mr. McGibbon noted that the decisions have been made at a higher level and that at 
this point there has been no interruption in payroll, etc, but that we can definitely look at the need for an 
emergency resolution. Ms. Rico explained that in the beginning of the year the Board gives 
authorization to the Superintendent and the District to take care of payroll and comply with budgetary 
title grants and daily functions.  The vouchers signed monthly by the Board are to authorize the District 
to pick up from Pima County the payroll, etc.  Per Governor Ducey, there will be no interruption in pay. 
Ms. Rico expressed that the vouchers will be signed as scheduled at the next meeting, there has not 
been a payroll since the school closure and expressed again there will be no interruption in pay.  
 
Mr. Oesterle asked if the April 13, 2020 Governing Board meeting could be changed to 1p.m. due to 
the current situation.  All Board members agreed to the meeting time of 1p.m. Mr. McGibbon also made 
a final comment regarding staff.  Mr. McGibbon said as a parent he could not be more impressed with 
the folks of Continental School District during this pandemic.  He complimented staff and Mr. Oesterle 
shared in Mr. McGibbon’s gratitude for all the work that has been done.  
 
Study Session concluded at 1:55 p.m. 
  
 


