
                                                                
 

Bridge City ISD  
Fan and Spectator Behavior  

Policy 

All Administrators for UIL sanctioned sports from Bridge City ISD and all District and Non-
District ISD’s will be following the "Behavior Expectations of Spectators" as set forth in the 
guidelines of the UIL. This includes administrator designees as assigned by Bridge City ISD 
administrators or by UIL member institutions. 

Your support of Bridge City ISD Athletics is appreciated. Let's conduct ourselves in such a way 
to bring dignity and respect to the Bridge City community as a whole. 
 
First  
Offense: 

Second   
Offense: 

Third 
Offense: 

Any spectators asked to leave by an administrator (or his/her 
designee) from BCISD or any other school hosting a UIL 
sanctioned sporting event will be suspended from all BCISD 
athletic events, at home and on the road for 30 calendar days. 
During this period, you will be required to meet with the 
Superintendent and/or Principal before returning to athletic events. 
This includes ejections initiated by game officials. 

Spectators will be subject to suspension from all UIL sanctioned 
athletic events, home and away, for 120 calendar days. The 
suspension may carry over into the following school year if the 
suspension takes place within 120 days of the end of the school year. 
For example, suspensions taking place during the spring season 
[baseball, softball, track, etc.] would carry over into the following 
school year and the fall athletic season [football, volleyball, 
basketball, etc.]. During this period, you will be required to meet with 
the Superintendent and/or Principal before returning to athletic 
events. This includes ejections initiated by game officials. 

Spectators will be subject to suspension from all UIL sanctioned 
sporting events, home and away, for a full calendar year. During this 
period, you will be required to meet with the Superintendent and/or 
Principal before returning to athletic events. This includes ejections 
initiated by game officials. 

** An incident involving threats, physical altercations, inappropriate 
language, or deemed "severe" by said administrator could result in 
suspension for a full calendar year. 

** Please read the "Behavior Expectations of Spectators" information and 
the “Parent/Coach Relationships” information from the UIL Parent 
Manual. [Both are included with this policy] 



                                                                
 
University Interscholastic League  
 

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS OF SPECTATORS  
 

Remember that you are at the contest to support and yell for your team, and to enjoy the skill and 
competition- not to intimidate or ridicule the other team or its fans.  
 
Remember that school athletics are a learning experience for students and that mistakes are sometimes 
made. Praise student-athletes in their attempt to improve themselves as students, as athletes, and as 
people, just as you would praise a student working in the classroom.  
 
A ticket is a privilege to observe the contest, not a license to verbally assault others or be generally 
obnoxious. Learn the rules of the game, so that you may understand and appreciate why certain 
situations take place.  
 
Show respect for the opposing players, coaches, spectators and support groups.  
 
Respect the integrity and judgement of game officials. Understand that they are doing their best to help 
promote the student-athlete, and admire their willingness to participate in full view of the public.  
 
Recognize and show appreciation for an outstanding play by either team.  
 
Refrain from the use of any controlled substances (alcohol, drugs, etc.) before, during, and after the game 
on or near the site of the event (i.e. tailgating).  
 
Use only cheers that support and uplift the teams involved.  
 
Be a positive role model at events through your own actions and by censuring those around you whose 
behavior is unbecoming.  
 
Parents and spectators should be aware that the school can (and should) remove them from the premises 
and can prohibit them from attending future contests due to undesirable behaviors.  
 
Game officials can ask that school administrators have unruly fans removed from a contest facility.  
 
There is no such thing as a “right” to attend interscholastic athletics. Interscholastic athletics are 
considered a “privilege” and the spectator who avails themselves of it is expected to conduct himself or 
herself accordingly.  
 
Keep in mind that you are a guest of the school, and that while winning is certainly an admirable goal, it 
is hollow if it comes at the expense of morals, ethics, and just plain common sense.  
 

The school is responsible for the behavior of their spectators. The school district can be and will be 
punished for actions of patrons in violation of UIL standards and rules. 

 



                                                                
 
University Interscholastic League  
 

 PARENT / COACH RELATIONSHIPS  
 

Both parenting and coaching are very difficult vocations. By establishing an understanding between 
coaches and parents, both are better able to accept the actions of the other and provide a more positive 
experience for everyone. Parents have the right to know, and understand, the expectations placed on them 
and their children. Coaches have the right to know that if parents have a concern, they will discuss it with 
the coach at the appropriate time and place.  
 
Communication parents should expect from their child’s coach:  
1) Coach’s philosophy.  
2) Expectations the coach has for your son or daughter, as well as other players on the team.  
3) Locations and times of practices and contests.  
4) Team requirements, i.e., fees, special equipment needed, school & team rules, off-season expectations.  
5) Procedures that will be followed if your child becomes injured during participation.  
 
Communication coaches expect from parents:  
1) Concerns regarding their son or daughter expressed directly to the coach at the appropriate time and 
place.  
2) Specific concerns in regard to the coach’s philosophy and/or expectations.  
3) Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance.  
 
As your child becomes involved in interscholastic athletics, they will experience some of the most 
rewarding moments of their lives. It’s important to understand there may be times when things do not go 
the way you or your child wishes. These are the times discussion with the coach is encouraged.  
 
Appropriate concerns to discuss with a coach:  
1) The mental and physical treatment of your child.  
2) What your child needs to do to improve.  
3) Concerns about your child’s behavior.  
 
It is very difficult to accept your child is not playing as much as you may hope. Coaches make decisions 
based on what they believe is in the best interests of all students participating. As you can see from the list 
above, certain things can and should be discussed with your child’s coach. Other things, such as those 
listed next, must be left to the discretion of the coach.  
 
Issues NOT appropriate for discussion with your child’s coach:  
1) How much playing time each athlete is getting.  
2) Team strategy.  
3) Play calling.  
4) Any situation that deals with other student-athletes.  
 
There are situations that may require a conference between the coach and parent. These are not 
discouraged, as it is important for each party to have a clear understanding of the other's position. When 
these conferences are necessary, the following procedure is suggested to help promote resolution to the 
issue.  



                                                                
 
 
If a parent has a concern to discuss with the coach, the following procedure should be followed:  
1) Call the coach to set up an appointment.  
2) If the coach cannot be reached, call the athletic director and ask him or her to set up a meeting with the 
coach for you.  
3) Think about what you expect to accomplish as a result of the meeting.  
4) Stick to discussing the facts, as you understand them.  
5) Do not confront the coach before, during or after a practice or contest. These can be emotional times 
for both the parent and coach. Meetings of this nature do not promote resolution of the situation, but often 
escalate it.  
 
What should a parent do if the meeting with the coach didn’t provide satisfactory resolution?  
1) Call the athletic director to set up a meeting with the athletic director, coach, and parent present.  
2) At this meeting, an appropriate next step can be determined, if necessary.  
 
Students’ involvement in co-curricular activities has been proven to increase their chances of success later 
in life. We hope the information contained in this manual helps make that experience more enjoyable for 
everyone involved. 


