
    

 

Date:  March 25, 2020 

Dear Parents and/or Guardians, 

As you know, on March 16, 2020, the Bridge City Independent School District announced that it 

would suspend normal school operations through at least April 3, 2020, to support our community 

and health care professionals in the ongoing goal of containing the spread of the novel 

coronavirus, or COVID-19. We do not make this decision lightly, realizing that it presents significant 

difficulties to working parents. We also are mindful of the special challenges faced by the parents 

of students with disabilities, for whom disruption in regular school schedules and services can be 

especially concerning. However, we are hopeful that these measures will better ensure the long-

term health and safety of children, staff, and the larger community.    

During the school closure, the District will implement distance learning strategies to provide 

educational opportunities and/or services to students. Recommendations and Orders from 

federal, state and county agencies may affect the District’s ability to provide some of the special 

education services in your child’s IEP during the school closure. As a result, a BCISD diagnostician 

will be contacting parents to discuss and obtain your input on continuity of instruction for your 

student and potential amendments to your student’s IEP and program. Additionally, based on your 

student’s individual needs and program, staff may request that you attend a meeting of your 

child’s ARD committee either virtually or by telephone.  Thank you in advance for partnering with 

us to identify how we can appropriately serve your child until normal school operations are again 

in place. 

In the meantime, your child’s special education teacher(s) will be providing educational supports 

through various platforms (phone, email, or google meet) weekly.  If you have questions for your 

child’s special education teacher(s) a list of the district’s special education teachers emails can be 

accessed at: https://www.bridgecityisd.net/District/Department/5-Special-Education  

Additionally you can access the following:  https://www.bridgecityisd.net/District/Department/5-

Special-Education/Portal/covid-19-sped-resources to obtain additional online supports for our 

students receiving special education services.  

The special education supports and services identified in your student’s IEP that are unable to be 

provided at this time, will resume once normal school operations resume. After the school returns 

https://www.bridgecityisd.net/District/Department/5-Special-Education
https://www.bridgecityisd.net/District/Department/5-Special-Education/Portal/covid-19-sped-resources
https://www.bridgecityisd.net/District/Department/5-Special-Education/Portal/covid-19-sped-resources


    

to normal operations, BCISD will convene an ARD committee meeting, to consider compensatory 

education services for your student and to specify a plan for the delivery of such services.   

Finally, please be advised parents of a child with a disability have protection under federal law and 

state law, and procedural safeguards set forth in Title 34 CFR Section 300.  To access the 

procedural safeguards document please go to: 

 https://fw.esc18.net/Documents/Pro_Safeguards_ENG.pdf  

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to support your child’s learning and 

success.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Corrin Gonzales 

Special Education Director  

409-735-1552 

https://fw.esc18.net/Documents/Pro_Safeguards_ENG.pdf

