
Mountain Green Middle School 

 Community Council Meeting Minutes 

September 2, 2020 – 3:00 p.m. 

attendance: Raelene Blocker, Caryn Cantrell, Jeri Holowka, Bill Long, Ramona Martin, Tyrell 
Mikesell, Cheyla Mills, Brandie Pearson, Courtney Wallin, Christy Wilson 

 
1. Review and approve previous meeting minutes 

a. Minutes weren’t prepared following the March meeting, but Caryn gave a verbal recap 
of the meeting. 

2. General MGMS updates 
a. Back to School 

i. The first week of school went smoothly.  Kids are following mask and social 
distancing rules. 

ii. Ty is working with teachers to “lighten the load” in student backpacks.  They 
are looking for items that aren’t necessary and other items that could be kept in 
the classroom. 

iii. The building was hot the first week of school.  The air handlers have been fixed, 
and the temperature the second week of school has been much better. 

b. Cohort Groups 
i. Cohort groups are working well and will be useful for tracking COVID 

outbreaks, if any.  Ramona said 7th grade has been very agreeable to the cohort 
structure. 

ii. The groups will be mixed up at the start of each quarter. The advanced math 
cohorts will probably not change. 

iii. Cohorts will allow for more flexibility in the event of a COVID outbreak. A 
single cohort or just a grade can be shut down rather than the whole school. 

c. Chromebooks 
i. Parents are concerned about Chromebook use and access to games and websites 

at home while off the school wifi.  It was explained that if the student is logged 
into their Chromebook at home with their school account, they will have the 
same safety restrictions they would have at school.  If they log into the 
Chromebook using a personal account, they will have full access to games and 
the internet. 

ii. The district is asking that parents monitor what their kids are doing at home on 
their Chromebooks.  Courtney asked the school to send out a set of “home 
rules” for Chromebook use.  Parents would also like information regarding 
family liability and repair/replacement costs for damages. 

3. District Committee updates 
a. Safety Committee—Cheyla Mills 

i. The meeting focused on COVID procedures.  Mask-wearing and duration of 
contact are the most important factors in determining exposure. 

b. Transportation—Caryn Cantrell, attended by Ty Mikesell 
i. The county is putting in missing sidewalk along Old Highway Road between 

the church and the middle school.  When that is finished, bussing eligibility will 
change. 



c. Technology—Caryn Cantrell 
i. No meeting 

d. Policy—Raelene Blocker 
i. No meeting 

e. Wellness—Brandie Pearson 
i. No meeting 

4. SCC Elections 
a. The Community Council has until October 20 to hold elections for the three upcoming 

vacant parent seats. 
b. A call for elections will go out this Friday. Candidates may submit applications the 

following week.  Elections will be held the week of September 15. 
c. Teacher elections will also be conducted at this time 

5. Other Topics 
a. Microwaves 

i. Due to COVID guidelines, students are not allowed to use school microwaves at 
lunch time.  State rules would require an adult heat each meal and sanitize the 
microwave between uses.  Ty will check to see if this is still a valid guideline. 

b. Bussing 
i. Despite later start times and bussing schedules being approved for MGMS, new 

COVID guidelines are causing issues. 
ii. Busses currently have ten minutes between dropping off MGMS students and 

picking up MGES students at the end of the day.  Bus drivers need 15 minutes. 
iii. Ty gave the SSC the option of ending the school day ten minutes early, thereby 

shorting instruction time, or shifting the school day forward ten minutes to 
avoid losing instruction time. 

iv. The SCC agreed shifting the school day to begin and end ten minutes earlier 
was the best option since the school day has already been shortened.  Busses 
currently arrive 15 minutes early, so most bus pick up times won’t be affected. 

6. 2020-2021 Trustlands Plan 
a. MGMS will received $97,371 in State Trustlands funds for the 2020-2021 schoolyear.  

We had a carryover of $98 from last year, though the carryover should actually be 
$15,000. 

b. Ty presented the following spending plan for this year’s funds: 
i. Student Resource Center – two aides     $30,000 

ii. Job Enlargements, Stipends      $12,000 
Job Enlargements, Supplies        $3,000 

iii. Technology, 2 Chromebook Carts     $20,000 
Technology, Software       $20,000 

iv. Library Books          $3,000 
v. Professional Development               $3,600 

c. The total projected spending for the 2020-2021 schoolyear is $91,300. Ty is waiting to 
find out if the $15,000 carrryover from last year is available and can be added to the 
budget. 

d. Courtney made a motion to approve the 2020-2021 spend plan as presented.  Cheyla 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor of approving the 2020-2021 Trustlands spend 
plan as presented.  

7. Next meeting 
a. TBD 
b. Motion to Adjourn: Courtney Wallin. Second: Christy Wilson. 


