
Are you ready for college-level coursework?*
Advanced Placement Options**
AP Chemistry Instructor:  Shana Croft
A college level course with extensive labs. This course builds upon the introductory Honors Chemistry course, which is
a prerequisite for AP Chemistry. Students in AP Chemistry will review some of the basic content from Chemistry
Honors from a more sophisticated perspective, and will also study more advanced topics. Work in the lab will be a
regular part of lessons, and students will keep a lab notebook to record their data and analysis. Time spent outside of
class is required. College credit can be earned through the AP exam.

Prerequisite:  Honors Chemistry A, B and C
Chemistry Science Credit Grades 11-12 (1.5 credits)

AP Biology Instructor:  Valerie Hoopes
A year long course with two class hours second trimester to accommodate the College Board required labs.  It is
designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester college introductory biology course.  Two main goals of the class are
to help students develop a conceptual framework for modern biology and an appreciation of science as a process
rather than as an accumulation of facts.  In May students will have the option of taking the AP Biology Exam and upon
passing receive college credit.  Credit given is determined by test scores (usually 3 or higher on a scale of 1-5) and
the college the student attends.  Students will be required to do a summer assignment prior to taking the class and
will have daily homework.

Prerequisite:  Honors Biology required Chemistry strongly recommended
Science Credit Four trimesters (Section B is 2 class periods)

AP Calculus  AB/BC Instructor:  Jeremy Floyd
Who should take it:  If your career of choice is computers, science related, doctor, business, or engineering this class
is for you.  Pertinent college information:  If you score a 4 or 5 on the AP exam, many colleges give 3 math credits
and 3 elective credits.  Some colleges give no credit, but won't let you in if you haven't taken AP courses.

Prerequisites: Math 3 Honors (C or higher) OR 1050/1060 (C or higher).
Math Credit Grades 11-12 (1.5 credits)

AP Language and Composition Instructor:  Gwen Romero
This course aligns to an introductory college-level rhetoric and writing curriculum, which requires students to develop
evidence-based analytic and argumentative essays that proceed through several stages or drafts. Students evaluate, synthesize,
and cite research to support their arguments. Course materials are primarily articles, essays, speeches, and other historical
works; students should be prepared to read complex texts and writing extensively.  Students will be required to have their own
copies of additional books.  Students who pass the test may choose either Writing 2015 or AP Literature for senior year.

Prerequisites:   Honors English course strongly recommended; willingness to work is essential.
English Credit Grades 11 or 12 (1.5 credits)

AP Literature and Composition Instructor:  Gwen Romero
The course aligns to an introductory college-level literature course with an emphasis on literary analysis, text-based
argumentation, and expository writing. Students consider literary devices and cultural significance of works from a variety of
eras and societies. Students should be prepared to read complex texts and writing extensively.  Students will be required to have



their own copies of the anchor novels.  This course usually fulfills a humanities/diversity requirement for college; please verify
credit application with your intended university.

Prerequisites:   AP Language or Honors English strongly recommended; willingness to work is essential.
English Credit Grades 11 or 12 (1.5 credits)

AP European History Instructor:  Dallin Hardy
The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, political, and social
developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which they live. In addition to providing a basic
narrative of events and movements, the goals of the AP program in European History are to develop (a) an
understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European History, (b) an ability to analyze historical
evidence and historical interpretation, and (c) an ability to express historical understanding in writing.  Topics include
history, politics, art, architecture, literature, religion, etc.  The test administered at the end of the year can give
college credit.  The cost of the test is: $84
Prerequisite: World Civilizations
Social Science Credit Three Trimesters Grades 11-12

AP Studio Art Instructor:  Kayla Rich
An upper division art course that focuses on helping students create a portfolio to submit to the AP art review. Students spend
three trimesters creating four pieces a trimester. The portfolio focuses on the artistic process and creating a cohesive body of
work based on a sustained investigation.
Students can also use this time as a normal advanced studio course and work on developing their skill through quality pieces
and constructive critique; these students do not need to submit a portfolio.
Prerequisites: Drawing I and three other art courses--excluding calligraphy
Credit: Arts and elective

AP Physics Instructor:  Stacey FLoyd
AP Physics I A, B and C
Algebra-based introductory college level physics course. Students cultivate their understanding of Physics through
inquiry-based investigations as they explore these topics: kinematics; dynamics; circular motion and gravitation; energy;
momentum; simple harmonic motion; torque and rotational motion; electrical charge and electrical force; DC circuits; and
mechanical waves and sound. Passing grade on the AP exam of 3 to 5 required for most institutions. This class should be taken
instead of Honors Physics for advanced math students.
Prerequisite: Math II Honors or Math III highly recommended
Credit: Science Core Three Trimesters Grades: 10-12

AP Physics 2 A, B and C
Algebra-based physics course exploring topics such as fluid dynamics, thermodynamics, electrostatics, circuitry, magnetic
fields, optics, and nuclear physics. Hands-on labs and inquiry-based learning will help students to understand some of the most
interesting topics in all of science! Upon completion of the course and passing of the AP Physics 2 exam with a 3, 4, or 5, most
universities and colleges will o�er college credit.
Prerequisite: Students must have completed one of the following: AP Physics 1, Physics Honors or AP Chemistry.
Credit: Science Core Three Trimesters Grades 10-12



Why should I take AP or concurrent enrollment courses?
*1/3 of new college students will not complete their degrees—most due to lack of preparation for
college-level coursework.
**Please check with your intended college/university’s application of AP credits/acceptance of
transfer credits (IVC).

Which program is better for me?
When selecting courses, consider GOALS, academic ability, study habits, and learning and
testing styles.

Advanced Placement (AP)    and/or    Interactive Video Conferencing (IVC)
College-level course College courses
Daily interaction with teacher Courses broadcast through WSU
Transition to college courses Courses part of permanent transcript
Credit potential by exam Credit earned by successful course completion
6 course offerings Various general education/elective course offerings
Credential recognized by over 2,000             Credit transferable  to other public, and some

public and private institutions private, institutions in Utah (check institutions
throughout the U.S. for transferability)

**Check with universities and talk with others who have
completed courses to have the best sense of which courses—usually

a combination—will best help you reach your goals.**

Why take AP courses, specifically?
1. AP helps students to adapt to college-level coursework:

● AP meets general education requirements (credit is by examination and varies by
college/university).

● Helps to prepare students for that level of work without affecting university GPA.
● ⅓ of students lose their academic scholarships during their first year of college because they

were not prepared for the work.
● Students are with a live teacher, everyday, who helps monitor progress and is available for extra

help.
● Some students struggle with “video conferencing” format.
● Some IVC instructors “take it easy” on high school students, giving them a false sense of what is

expected/necessary for college success (indicated by former students).
2. Studies from BYU and the University of Texas show that students who complete AP coursework are
more likely to

● Complete a university degree.
● Complete within 4 to 6 years.
● Have a higher end of first year GPA.

3. Science credit is available through AP; MHS currently offers no sciences through either concurrent
enrollment or IVC.
4. AP coursework gives additional consideration/points/weight to a college application for higher tier
school, private universities, honors programs, and out-of-state schools.



5. AP is more widely accepted nationally, including when transferring after an associate degree.
6. No single program at MHS will allow a student to complete an associate degree while in high school:
everyone has to take a combination of concurrent enrollment, IVC, AP, and/or early college.
7. Many IVC courses “transfer” to private or out-of-state schools only as elective coursework, or not at all.
8. AP allows students to be part of the regular school day without the scheduling conflicts that complicate
course load or missing activities.

Students who are interested in transcript evaluations for scholarship opportunities

or who are interested in the Opportunity Scholarship

should map their courses to create space for AP or CE in English, math, and science.

Students and parents should talk about intended universities/goals and the individual student’s learning
style and study habits.

Students are strongly encouraged to check with the colleges/universities they are considering to see
which classes work best for credit or for application points.

Note:
1. Students who take IVC or concurrent enrollment are WSU/USU students and may participate in

campus activities/use on-campus resources.
2. I personally think that a combination approach is best; that is what my own children are doing.

Please talk with Mr. Floyd about concurrent enrollment vs. AP.

Please talk with upperclassmen about their experiences with the different courses and/or instructors. See
Mrs. Romero if you would like to talk with a senior who is taking/has taken coursework through the
various structures.


