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School introductions are welcoming activities provided by the school to new students. Staff can 
introduce students to the school in a variety of ways, such as giving tours the campus, hosting welcome 
events, and providing one-on-one student support. These activities can help students acclimate to their 
new environment, adjust academically, meet new friends, and participate in extracurricular activities. 
While LEAs are required to provide introductions to students who are homeless or in foster care, these 
supports are beneficial for easing the transitions of all newly enrolled students.

Strategies to Ease Transitions
» Provide introductions (e.g., staff introductions, campus tours, activities, welcome

events, etc.) within two weeks of enrollment.
» Implement mentoring programs in which staff or community mentors can

facilitate introductions, have lunch with students, and check-in with students
throughout the day.

» Provide information on peer-to-peer programs, such as student-led activities,
clubs, programs, extracurriculars, etc.

» Designate a staff member to whom the student can reach out for support
and services. This person provides a safe space for the student to share any
concerns, needs, or life changes.

Ensure privacy and confidentiality for student situations. 
Do not label students as homeless or in foster care.

Key Contacts
▷ Campus staff members.
▷ Staff members who

have been designated as
student mentors.

▷ Community mentor
sponsor. Student-led
groups.

▷ Student ambassadors
and faculty sponsors.

Student Ambassadors
Student ambassadors are students who represent the school and introduce new students to the 
campus and its culture. Student ambassadors are familiar with the campus environment and have 
a positive attitude, great communication skills, leadership qualities, and are accepting of others.
Student ambassadors can organize and/or participate in the following activities:

▶ Newcomer social events throughout the school year.
▶ Tours of the campus library, nurse’s office, counseling office, gym, and cafeteria.

▶ Accompanying new students to lunch during the first week of school.




