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October 5, 2021
Dear Parents of 2022 Seniors,

It is that time of your student’s senior year to begin preparing for college.  The Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) is part of the financial aid process for college students.  According to the Office of the US
Department of Education Federal Student Aid, an official United State government entity, “colleges use your
FAFSA data to determine your federal aid eligibility.  Many states and colleges use FAFSA data to award their
own aid.” The FAFSA application informs postsecondary institutions’ decisions about student eligibility for
federal, state, and institutional funds.  Financial aid awards can help pay for their educational expenses after
high school. To begin your student’s FAFSA, please go https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

In 2019, the 86th Texas Legislature established the new requirement that each high school senior in a Texas
public school district must complete and submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) in order to
graduate.  The State Board of Education (SBOE) adopted the rules for this new requirement in January 2021.
Because the FAFSA is now a requirement for all seniors, the Texas Education Agency has created a list of
“Methods of Proof of Completion and Submission of FAFSA.”  FAFSA completion and submission may be
confirmed through:

● date represented in the “FAFSA Process date” field in ApplyTexas Counselor Suite FAFSA data; or
● notification from USDE that demonstrates a student has completed and submitted a FAFSA, such as an

email confirmation of submission; or 
● alternate proof of FAFSA completion that may be provided by a student, based on the local policy

developed by a district. 

Some examples may include: 
● Screenshot of FAFSA submission acknowledgement page 
● Financial aid award letter from an IHE 
● Other, as established by local policy  

River Road High School is offering a Financial Aid Night on October 13, 2021 from 5:30-7:30 in the library to
answer questions and help with the FAFSA process. Representatives from West Texas A&M and Amarillo
College will be present to assist as well.  Students are asked to bring their Chromebooks.  We will be offering
hot dogs, chips, and a drink. We would like all FAFSAs completed by December 10, 2021 with proof
submitted to the counselor’s office.

Texas Education Code §28.0256 allows a student to opt-out of the financial aid application graduation
requirement by submitting a signed form that authorizes the student to decline.  If you have any questions
about the opt-out process, please contact the high school counselor’s office.

Thank you,
Dean Birkes
RRHS Principal


