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The 2020-2021 school year will undoubtedly require many revisions to what we once called a "normal" 
school year. The COVID-19 pandemic has brought with it multiple changes; some of these changes are 
happening daily.  
 
With that being said, we must develop a plan for starting the 2020-2021 school year that follows 
Governor Abbott's Executive Orders, the Texas Education Agency's (TEA) guidelines and regulations, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC) guidelines, and the Potter-Randall County / Amarillo 
Health Department's guidelines.  The plan will need to provide an environment that is as safe as possible 
for everyone on our River Road ISD campuses and facilities.  
 
The plan outlined in this document describes the safety precautions River Road ISD has put in place for 
"on-campus" instruction. This plan applies to all staff, students, and visitors and is current as of October 
13, 2020. This plan is subject to change based on newly released information from River Road ISD 
administration and the afore-mentioned agencies.  
 
As of October 19, 2020, River Road ISD will offer "remote/online" access to instruction for the 2020-
2021 school year only to those students placed in quarantine or in the event of a closure.  Starting 
October 19, 2020, all enrolled students, unless quarantined, will be expected to attend in class. 
(Updated – 10-13-2020) 
 
Per Governor Abbott's and Commissioner Morath's request, unnecessary activities and large gatherings 
will be VERY limited until further notice. (Updated – 10-13-20) 
 
Until further notice, visitors will only be permitted on campus by appointment only (excluding 
deliveries) during regular school hours. (Updated – 10-13-20) 
 
We are continuing to ask for everyone's patience as we navigate very interesting and unchartered 
waters.  Trust me; our goal is to get things back to the "Wildcat Way" as quickly and safely as possible.  
We have an obligation to give students the safest and best education possible; your understanding in 
advance is very much appreciated. 
 

On-Campus Plans 

While it is not possible to eliminate all risk of furthering the spread of COVID-19, the current science 
suggests there are many steps schools can take to reduce the risks to students, teachers, staff, and their 
families significantly. The four sets of practices that minimize the likelihood of viral spread are: 

• Provide notice – to parents via our website and email system 
• Prevention – virus from entering the school 
• Respond – to lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases 
• Mitigate – reduce the spread of the virus within the school 

 
 
 
 



Provide Notice: 

This plan serves as the required summary of River Road ISD's "on-campus" plan to mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19 and will be posted on our district website. This plan designates a person in the district who 
is responsible for responding to COVID-19 concerns.  Our district nurse, Kim Franks, has been 
designated as the COVID-19 contact person for our district.  You can reach her at 806-383-8867 for any 
questions, comments, or concerns related to COVID-19 or other health issues. 
 
Per the Texas Education Code §25.092, students must attend a minimum of 90% of the days a course 
is offered to receive credit. This requirement remains in force during the 2020-2021 school year. 
Student attendance may be earned through "remote/online" instructional methods. 
 
Starting October 19, 2020, online instruction will only be available for those students placed in 
quarantine or in the event of a closure. (Updated – 10-13-20) 
 
Participation in extra-curricular activities or UIL sports is automatically approved for "on-campus" 
learning, provided the student meets all other normal requirements to participate in such activities 
and/or sports.   
 
Extra-curricular participation will not be allowed for students who are "off-campus" participating in  
"remote/online" instructional platforms. 
 

Prevention: 
 

1) All River Road ISD teachers and staff are required to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms daily 
before coming to campus (COVID-19 Symptoms are listed at the end of this document).  
Teachers and staff must report to the district's COVID-19 contact person, Kim Franks, and their 
immediate supervisor if they have COVID-19 symptoms or are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and, 
if so, they must remain off campus until criteria for return to school (See criteria for return to 
school on pages 2 and 3) are met. Additionally, teachers and staff must report to their immediate 
supervisor if they had close contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, as 
defined at the end of this document, and, if so, must remain off campus until the 14-day 
incubation period has passed. 

 
2) Parents must ensure that they do not send a child to school each day if the child has COVID-

19 symptoms (COVID-19 symptoms are listed at the end of this document) or is lab-
confirmed with COVID-19.  Students who display symptoms of COVID-19, are lab-confirmed 
with COVID-19 or have been in close contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with 
COVID-19 should switch to "remote/online" learning until criteria for return to school (See 
criteria for return to school on Pages 2 and 3) have been met; those parents should also 
contact the District's COVID-19 contact person and their child's principal for further 
information.  Screening can be accomplished by asking questions by phone or other 
electronic methods and/or in person.  The screening questions should also be asked of a 
student's parents if they will be dropping off or picking up their child from inside the school. 
 

 
 
 
 



3) Excluding parental drop-off and pick-up as discussed above, all visitors will be screened before 
entering a River Road ISD facility, this includes during the school day and at after school events, to 
determine if they have symptoms of COVID-19 (COVID-19 symptoms as listed in this document) or 
have been lab-confirmed with COVID-19, or have been in close contact with an individual who has 
been lab-confirmed with COVID-19.  Visitors who do not pass the screening will not be permitted 
on campus or facilities until the criteria for return to school (See criteria for return to school on 
Pages 2 and 3) have been met.   

 
Information collected in these screens will not be retained if the screening is passed.  If a parent 
indicates that a student is demonstrating COVID-19 symptoms, the school will retain the information 
until the student meets the criteria for return to school. 
 
Individuals Confirmed or Suspected with COVID-19 

1) Any individual who themselves either: (a) are lab-confirmed to have COVID-19; or (b) 
experience the symptoms of COVID-19 (listed below) must stay home throughout the infection 
period and cannot return to campus until the school system screens the individual to determine 
any of the below criteria for return to school have been met. 

 
Criteria for Return to School 
 

In the case of an individual who was lab-confirmed diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to 
school when all three of the following criteria are met: 
 at least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the use of fever-

reducing medications; and 
 the individual has improvement in symptoms; and 
 at least ten (10) days from the original date of specimen collection have passed. 

 
If an individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and is not evaluated by a medical professional or 
tested for COVID-19, such an individual is assumed to have COVID-19. The individual may not return to the 
campus until the individual has completed the same three-step set of criteria listed above. 
 
If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school before completing 
the above stay at home period, the individual must either: 
 Obtain an acute infection test at an approved testing location (https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/) 

that comes back negative for COVID-19 
Or: 
 Obtain a medical professional's note clearing the individual for the return based on an alternate 

diagnosis. 
 

Identifying Possible COVID-19 Cases on Campus: 
River Road ISD will immediately separate any student or staff member who shows COVID-19 
symptoms (COVID-19 symptoms are listed at the end of this document) while at school.  Students 
who feel feverish will be given a temperature check to determine if they are symptomatic for COVID-
19. Staff members will be sent home, and parents will be notified to immediately pick-up their child. 
Any areas used by the individual will immediately be cleaned. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/


Respond:  RRISD Practices in Response to a Lab-Confirmed Case in the School 
 
If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, the school will 

• Notify the local health department 
• Close off the areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-confirmed case until the 

non-porous surfaces in those areas can be disinfected 
• Consistent with notification requirements and confidentiality requirements, River Road ISD 

will notify all teachers, staff, and families if a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case is identified on a 
particular campus 

 
Mitigate:  RRISD Practices to Mitigate the Likelihood of COVID-19 Spread Inside the School 
 
River Road ISD will: 

• Place hand-sanitizer stations at every entry and exit point on each campus 
• Place hand-sanitizer stations and/or handwashing stations in every classroom 
• Encourage all staff, teachers, and students to daily sanitize and/or wash hands frequently 
• Teach all students proper handwashing techniques 
• Encourage all staff, teachers, and students to follow good hygiene practices, cover a cough or 

sneezes with a tissue when available and with an elbow when a tissue is not available. Tissues 
should be thrown away, and hands immediately washed for 20 seconds with soap and water 

• Provide additional training to all Staff and janitorial Staff regarding cleaning and disinfecting 
practices 

• Increase daily cleaning and disinfecting methods utilized by janitorial staff, focusing on 
common areas and objects such as door handles, tables, desks, etc. 

• Whenever possible, windows will be opened to allow outside airflow into the classrooms 
• On the first day a student attends school, RR will provide instruction for good hygiene practices  

Health and Hygiene Practices: Masks 

River Road ISD is required to comply with Governor Abbott's Executive Order regarding face coverings.  
A face covering is defined as a cloth face covering over the nose and mouth, or full-face shields that 
protect the eyes, nose, and mouth. 

• All students from the Pre-K thru the 12th  grade are required to wear a face-covering 
while on campus unless participating in an activity where a face covering is impractical.  
Face Coverings will fall under similar guidelines as campus dress code policies (update 
10-13-20) 

• All staff are required to wear a face-covering while on campus  

Student-Teacher Groupings: 

Where feasible, without disrupting the educational experience, River Road ISD teachers, staff, and 
students will be encouraged to practice social distancing. In classroom spaces that allow it, desks will be 
six feet apart and face the same direction. When feasible and appropriate, classes may gather outside 
rather than inside.  All Entry/Exit and transition procedures will be designed to reduce large group 
gatherings of students and staff. River Road ISD campuses will utilize social distancing seating when 
feasible in all campus lunchroom/cafeterias. 
 
 
 
 

 



Transportation 
 

All River Road ISD buses will be equipped with hand-sanitizer stations. All riders will be required to use 
hand-sanitizer upon boarding a bus.  All passengers Pre-K thru 12th grade are required to wear a face-
covering while on the bus. (update 10-13-20).  When feasible, bus windows will be open to increase 
outside airflow. When possible, buses will have a reduced rider capacity. Families are encouraged to 
drop students off at school, carpool, or find alternative transportation means to reduce the risk of virus 
exposure on buses. Buses will be thoroughly cleaned after each bus route and/or activity trip, focusing 
on high-touch surfaces. 
 
COVID-19 Symptoms 

 

In evaluating whether an individual has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, RRISD will inquire into 
the following: 
 
Have they recently begun experiencing any of the following symptoms in a way that is not normal for 
them? 

• Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit 
• Loss of taste or smell 
• Cough 
• Difficulty breathing 
• Shortness of breath 
• Fatigue 
• Headache 
• Chills 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose 
• Significant muscle pain or ache 
• Diarrhea 
• Nausea or vomiting 

 
Close Contact 

This document refers to "close contact" with an individual who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19.  The 
definition of close contact is evolving with our understanding of COVID-19, and an appropriate public 
health agency should determine individual scenarios. 
 
In general, "close contact" is defined as: 

• Being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or 
• Being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, additional 

factors like case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the potential 
close contact have been consistently and properly masked), ventilation, and presence 
dividers, and case symptomology may affect this determination. 

Either (a) or (b) would define close contact if it occurred during the case's infectious period, 
defined as two days before symptom onset to 10 days after symptom onset.  In the case of 
asymptomatic individuals lab-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious period is defined as 
two days before the confirming lab test and continuing for 10 days following the confirming 
lab test. 

 
 
 
 



Screening Questionnaire Information 

1) When screening an individual for symptoms of COVID-19, River Road ISD will only require the 
individual to provide a "Yes" or "No" response to the overall statement that they are 
symptomatic for COVID-19, as opposed to asking the individual for specific symptom 
confirmation. 

 
2) Once it is determined that individuals who responded "Yes" to either of these questions have met 

the re-entry criteria, River Road ISD will destroy those individuals' responses. 
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