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Parents and Guardians,

ln light of the Governor's Executive Order relaxing several COVID-19 protocols and practices last week,
the Texas Education Agency still requires the wearing of masks by all staff and students unless a district
takes action to the contrary. River Road ISD has heard from many parents and statf in our community
over the past week who have expressed their opinions both for and against mask requirements in
schools.

The one thing that has not changed is the Federal, State, and Local Quarantine Protocols. Even though
numbers are down, our campuses and the District as a whole are still wrestling with how these
Quarantine Protocols affect us. An optional mask policy could result in a dramatic increase in the number
of staff and students who are forced into quarantine.

lf the District were to relax the staffs masking rules, this could dramatically increase staff members being
quarantined if exposed to an infected individual. The Pandemic has thinned our human
resources. Substitutes are scarce, and we have to use anyone we can find to cover classes when staff
members get placed in quarantine.

lf the District were to relax the students' masking rules, the potential for mass quarantines could
increase. Social Distancing in schools is extremely difficult, so wearing masks helps keep our quarantine
circles tight. Currently, if a student comes to school infected and is wearing a mask, the circle of
quarantine around that student is minimal; in some cases, one or two other students getting
quarantined. lf those masking rules are lifted, the circle of quarantine spreads to far more students. The
last thing anyone wants is to quarantine 30 or 40 students right before major Spring activities like
lnduction Ceremonies, sporting events, Prom, or Graduation.

That being said, River Road /SD will continue to require all staff and sfudenfs, grades Pre-K
through 12th, to wear masks during the school day, at schooleyents, and on school
transportation. We will continue to require visitors entering our facilities to wear masks.
Essentially, the Districtb rules that were in place before March 2nd will continue to remain in place.

We have ten weeks of school left. We have come so far and have accomplished much. I am asking all
parents to support this decision and help us finish strong. Please help us to do everything possible to
keep our students and statf healthy and allow them an opportunity to enjoy the activities that were taken
away from them last Spring.

Respectfully,

R rd Kelley
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