
Reading/Lang. Arts – Mrs. Lewis 
Distance Learning -- Week 5 

(May 4-8, 2020) 
 

Directions: Choose any two assignments listed below under your grade level to complete. 

5th Grade 6th Grade 
1. Blackout Poetry  1. Blackout Poetry 

2. Study Island:  Literary Devices 2. Study Island:  Literary Devices 

3. IXL: Sensory Details E.1 & E.2 3. IXL:  Sensory Details E.1 

 

  



Blackout Poems 

Blackout poems can be created using the pages of old books or even articles cut from 
yesterday’s newspaper. Using the pages of an existing text, blackout poets isolate then 
piece together single words or short phrases from these texts to create lyrical 
masterpieces. Blackout poems, as I’m sure you can imagine, run the gamut from absurd to 
sublime because all of the words are already there on the page, but the randomness is all 
part of the fun! Some pages of text, admittedly, work better than others. Although it might 
not be Wordsworth each time, I truly believe a poem lives within the words and lines of 
any page, and I encourage my students to uncover it.       

Creating a blackout poem involves steps that are all about deconstruction then 
reconstruction.  

 

Step 1: Scan the page first before reading it completely. Keep an eye out for an anchor 
word as you scan. An anchor word is one word on the page that stands out to you because 
it is packed and loaded with meaning and significance.  Starting with an anchor word is 
important because it helps you to imagine possible themes and topics for your poem.   

Step 2: Now read the page of text in its entirety. Use a pencil to lightly circle any words 
that connect to the anchor word and resonate with you. Resonant words might be 
expressive or evocative, but for whatever reason, these are the words on the page that 
stick with you. Avoid circling more than three words in a row. 

Step 3: List all of the circled words on a separate piece of paper. List the words in the order 
that they appear on the page of text from top to bottom, left to right. The words you use 
for the final poem will remain in this order so it doesn’t confuse the reader.  

Step 4: Select words, without changing their order on the list, and piece them together to 
create the lines of a poem. You can eliminate parts of words, especially any endings, if it 
helps to keep the meaning of the poem clear. Try different possibilities for your poem 
before selecting the lines for your final poem. If you are stuck during this step, return back 



to the original page of text. The right word you are searching for could be there waiting for 
you. 

Step 5: Return to the page of text and circle only the words you selected for the final 
poem.  Remember to also erase the circles around any words you will not be using.  

Step 6: Add an illustration or design to the page of text that connects to your poem. Be 
very careful not to draw over the circled words you selected for your final poem! 

    

 

  

https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/john-depasquale/migrated-files/4.15.16_blackout_poem_1.jpeg
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/john-depasquale/migrated-files/4.15.16_blackout_poem_2.jpg
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/john-depasquale/migrated-files/4.15.16_blackout_poem_3.jpeg


Blackout Poetry Text 

Go to this webpage to complete digitally or print and use the paper text version below.  I enjoyed the 
paper version better because you can be more creative.  https://blackoutpoetry.glitch.me/# 

The rabbit-hole went straight on like a tunnel for some way, and then dipped suddenly down, so 

suddenly that Alice had not a moment to think about stopping herself before she found herself 

falling down a very deep well. 

Either the well was very deep, or she fell very slowly, for she had plenty of time as she went 

down to look about her and to wonder what was going to happen next. First, she tried to look down 

and make out what she was coming to, but it was too dark to see anything; then she looked at the 

sides of the well, and noticed that they were filled with cupboards and book-shelves; here and there 

she saw maps and pictures hung upon pegs. She took down a jar from one of the shelves as she 

passed; it was labelled “ORANGE MARMALADE”, but to her great disappointment it was empty: 

she did not like to drop the jar for fear of killing somebody underneath, so managed to put it into 

one of the cupboards as she fell past it. 

“Well!” thought Alice to herself, “after such a fall as this, I shall think nothing of tumbling down 

stairs! How brave they’ll all think me at home! Why, I wouldn’t say anything about it, even if I 

fell off the top of the house!” (Which was very likely true.) 

Down, down, down. Would the fall never come to an end? “I wonder how many miles I’ve 

fallen by this time?” she said aloud. “I must be getting somewhere near the centre of the earth. Let 

me see: that would be four thousand miles down, I think—” (for, you see, Alice had learnt several 

things of this sort in her lessons in the schoolroom, and though this was not a very good opportunity 

for showing off her knowledge, as there was no one to listen to her, still it was good practice to 

say it over) “—yes, that’s about the right distance—but then I wonder what Latitude or Longitude 

I’ve got to?” (Alice had no idea what Latitude was, or Longitude either, but thought they were nice 

grand words to say.) 

Presently she began again. “I wonder if I shall fall right through the earth! How funny it’ll seem 

to come out among the people that walk with their heads downward! The Antipathies, I think—” 

(she was rather glad there was no one listening, this time, as it didn’t sound at all the right word) 

“—but I shall have to ask them what the name of the country is, you know. Please, Ma’am, is this 

New Zealand or Australia?” (and she tried to curtsey as she spoke—fancy curtseying as you’re 

falling through the air! Do you think you could manage it?) “And what an ignorant little girl she’ll 

think me for asking! No, it’ll never do to ask: perhaps I shall see it written up somewhere.” 

Down, down, down. There was nothing else to do, so Alice soon began talking again. “Dinah’ll 

miss me very much to-night, I should think!” (Dinah was the cat.) “I hope they’ll remember her 

saucer of milk at tea-time. Dinah my dear! I wish you were down here with me! There are no mice 

in the air, I’m afraid, but you might catch a bat, and that’s very like a mouse, you know. But do 

cats eat bats, I wonder?” And here Alice began to get rather sleepy, and went on saying to herself, 

in a dreamy sort of way, “Do cats eat bats? Do cats eat bats?” and sometimes, “Do bats eat cats?” 

for, you see, as she couldn’t answer either question, it didn’t much matter which way she put it. 

She felt that she was dozing off, and had just begun to dream that she was walking hand in hand 

with Dinah, and saying to her very earnestly, “Now, Dinah, tell me the truth: did you ever eat a 

bat?” when suddenly, thump! thump! down she came upon a heap of sticks and dry leaves, and the 

fall was over. 

~From “Alice in Wonderland” 

https://blackoutpoetry.glitch.me/


  



5TH Grade Study Island:  LITERARY DEVICES 

 

Saturday Morning Blues 

by c.safos 

 

I woke this morning with an aching head. 

My legs were hurting. I fell out of bed. 

 

My eyes were as red as two stop signs. 

The sun was so bright that I closed the blinds. 

 

My feet were tunas. My nose was a hose 

that dripped and ran and could not be closed. 

 

I felt like a dragon with my sore throat. 

I just needed the wings and a scaly coat. 

 

Also my tonsils were as big as rocks. 

I was swimming in sweat down to my socks. 

 

Then I remembered the party was near. 

And just then, all of my aches disappeared. 

 

My face felt fine. My arms felt strong. 

The thermometer got my temperature wrong. 

 

So I put on my hat and party shoes 

and shook loose my Saturday morning blues.  

1. Why does the poet compare the character's eye to stop signs?  

 

A. to show that the character's eyes are big and red 

 

B. to show that the character can see traffic outside his window 

 

C. to show that the character needs to stop pretending to be sick 

 

D. to show that people cannot drive with the poem's character 

 



2.  

     I walked out to the parking lot when I saw all of the leaves. The wind had blown them off 

of the nearby trees. The crackle and snap of the leaves echoed as I stepped on each one on 

the way to my car. Everywhere, the once green leaves looked yellow and red. The wind blew 

through the parking lot and made me cold. The trees' branches threw their bare arms up in 

surrender. Fall had finally arrived, but I wasn't ready.  

 

The phrase "The trees' branches threw their bare arms up in surrender" means that  

 

A. the leaves were to blame for the trees giving up to the wind. 

 

B. the trees hated their home and did not want to be trees anymore. 

 

C. the changing weather caused the trees to lose their leaves. 

 

D. the trees were giving up because they lost all their leaves. 

 

3. Which of the lines from the poem is an example of a simile?  

 

A. "I just needed the wings and a scaly coat" 

 

B. "Also my tonsils were as big as rocks" 

 

C. "The thermometer got my temperature wrong" 

 

D. "My feet were tunas. My nose was a hose" 

 

The Fly 

by Walter de la Mare 

 

How large unto the tiny fly 

     Must little things appear!— 

A rosebud like a feather bed, 

     Its prickle like a spear; 

 

A dewdrop like a looking-glass, 

     A hair like golden wire; 

The smallest grain of mustard-seed 



     As fierce as coals of fire; 

 

A loaf of bread, a lofty hill; 

     A wasp, a cruel leopard; 

And specks of salt as bright to see 

     As lambkins to a shepherd. 

4. Which line from the poem is an example of a metaphor?  

 

A. As fierce as coals of fire; 

 

B. Its prickle like a spear; 

 

C. A dewdrop like a looking-glass, 

 

D. A loaf of bread, a lofty hill; 

 

Public Garden  

by A. Scerrato 

 

     Emma went to her aunt's wedding in the Public Garden on a beautiful day in June. Spring was Emma's 

favorite season. She was happy to see her aunt get married during that time of the year. The chairs and 

linens were decorated beautifully. The garden roses that surrounded all the guests added a splash of 

color like a scene from a painting. Emma sat in a chair in the front row gazing at her aunt during the 

ceremony and closed her eyes. 

     Emma smelled the fresh flowers blooming all around her. Red roses were everywhere. She watched 

the bride and groom say their vows. Her aunt held a bouquet of roses and gently touched the rose on 

the groom's suit during the ceremony. After the ceremony, the guests were invited to stroll along the 

rose bushes that lined the garden. Everyone smiled and talked about what a heartfelt day it was.  

5. In the passage, the roses are a symbol of  

 

A. the changing of Emma's point of view. 

 

B. the importance of being with family. 

 

C. the love between the bride and groom. 

 

D. the distance between Emma and her aunt. 

 

6.      In the darkness, the long winding bridge stretched out over the water. Its lights 
twinkled like a million tiny stars. It reached up toward the purple and blue sky. The cars 



were shiny little bugs as they zoomed by. 
 

Look at this sentence from the story. 

 

"Its lights twinkled like a million tiny stars." 
 

What is the effect of this description?  

 

A. It shows how the water below looked. 

 

B. It shows how dark the bridge was. 

 

C. It shows the shininess of the cars. 

 

D. It shows the brightness of the lights. 

 

The Fly 

by Walter de la Mare 

 

How large unto the tiny fly 

     Must little things appear!— 

A rosebud like a feather bed, 

     Its prickle like a spear; 

 

A dewdrop like a looking-glass, 

     A hair like golden wire; 

The smallest grain of mustard-seed 

     As fierce as coals of fire; 

 

A loaf of bread, a lofty hill; 

     A wasp, a cruel leopard; 

And specks of salt as bright to see 

     As lambkins to a shepherd. 

7.  

Read the last two lines from the poem. 

"And specks of salt as bright to see 

As lambkins to a shepherd." 

What do these lines mean? 



 

A. Specks of salt can sometimes look as bright as white lambskins. 

 

B. Lambs appear as bright as specks of salt to the fly. 

 

C. Specks of salt look bright to the fly just like lambs look bright to a shepherd. 

 

D. Lambs look bright white to the shepherd just like salt is white. 

 

8.      Zach asked me to shake his hand. He had this look on his face, and I knew 
something was up. When I grabbed it—zap—I was shocked. He had a buzzer in his 
hand. He couldn't stop laughing at me.  
 

Which word is an example of onomatopoeia?  

 

A. buzzer 

 

B. zap 

 

C. laughed 

 

D. grabbed 

 

Stage Fright 

 

     Mariah was scared to talk in front of crowds. When she signed up to volunteer at the local library, she 

thought she would be shelving books. Instead, the librarian asked Mariah to lead story time for 

preschoolers. The idea was so frightening, even the horror books hid on the shelf. Mariah knew her 

limits. She used to help her older sister babysit. Even the infants would cross their fingers in hopes that 

Mariah would forget about telling them a bedtime story. Thankfully, Mariah's mother, a writer, offered 

to let Mariah memorize one of her original stories. She decided to give storytelling one more try. After 

all, her mom's fairy tales make grown men think they can fly.  

9. Read the following sentence from the passage. 

 

After all, her mom's fairy tales make grown men think they can fly. 

 

What is the meaning of the hyperbole in the sentence?  

 

A. Mariah's mom writes mostly about airplanes. 

 

B. Mariah's mom writes very imaginative stories. 



 

C. Mariah's mom only writes stories for adults. 

 

D. Mariah's mom only writes stories for children. 

 

     Victor worked hard throughout the season. He went to every practice game and he gave it all 

that he could. He was determined to score the most points for his team. Coach Adams knew 

Victor was a great football player, but he didn’t think Victor was ready to play. During games, 

Victor would wait anxiously to be called to play on the field. Finally during a Friday night game, 

Victor was unexpectedly called up to play. He scored a touchdown for the team. Victor walked 

off the field as proud as a peacock. Everyone was so excited that they were high-fiving him and 

cheering him on. Victor was a rock star!  

10. Which of the following sentences contains a simile?  

 

A. "Finally during a Friday night game, Victor was unexpectedly called up to play." 

 

B. "Victor walked off the field as proud as a peacock." 

 

C. "Victor worked hard throughout the season." 

 

D. 
"Coach Adams knew Victor was a great football player, but he didn't think Victor was ready to 

play." 

 

  



6TH Grade Study Island:  LITERARY DEVICES 

 

Free and Easy 

 

     Jesse popped the engine to his car. Lefty peeked in to see an engine the size of an elephant. 

It roared and growled when Jesse hit the gas. 

     "It's the fastest thing on four wheels," Jesse said. "It's so fast, it'll make a cheetah weep." 

     "I've seen faster," Lefty said, teasing Jesse. 

     "You want to give it a test drive?" Jesse asked.  

     "You mean it?" Lefty responded. 

     "The keys are in the ignition." 

     Soon, Lefty was zooming down the freeway. The air cut through the window and hummed. 

Jesse was right, he thought to himself. This thing is quicker than a jack rabbit on a rocket. The 

echo of cars swooshed past him. He didn't even mind the heat. The humidity was hotter than 

the sun's teeth. All of it just faded away as he sped down the freeway.  

1. Which of these sentences from the story uses hyperbole?  

 

A. " 'The keys are in the ignition.' " 

 

B. "The echo of cars swooshed past him." 

 

C. " 'It's so fast, it'll make a cheetah weep.' " 

 

D. "All of it just faded away as he sped down the freeway." 

 

Great Expectations is a novel by English author, Charles Dickens. It is the story of an orphan 

named Pip. In this scene Pip has stolen food from his sister, Mrs. Joe, and is running away 

toward the marshes. 

 

adapted from Great Expectations 

by Charles Dickens 

     It was a rimy morning, and very damp. I had seen the damp lying on the outside of my little 

window, as if some goblin had been crying there all night, and using the window for a pocket-

handkerchief. Now, I saw the damp lying on the bare hedges and spare grass, like a coarser sort 

of spiders' webs; hanging itself from twig to twig and blade to blade. On every rail and gate, wet 

lay clammy, and the marsh mist was so thick, that the wooden finger on the post directing people 

to our village—a direction which they never accepted, for they never came there—was invisible 

to me until I was quite close under it. . . 



     The mist was heavier yet when I got out upon the marshes, so that instead of my running at 

everything, everything seemed to run at me. This was very disagreeable to a guilty mind. The 

gates and dikes and banks came bursting at me through the mist, as if they cried as plainly as 

could be, "A boy with somebody else's pork pie! Stop him!" The cattle came upon me with like 

suddenness, staring out of their eyes, and steaming out of their nostrils, "Halloa, young thief!" 

One black ox, with a white cravat on,—who even had to my awakened conscience something of 

a judicial1 air,—fixed me so obstinately with his eyes, and moved his blunt head round in such 

an accusatory manner as I moved round, that I blubbered out to him, "I couldn't help it, sir! It 

wasn't for myself I took it!" Upon which he put down his head, blew a cloud of smoke out of his 

nose, and vanished with a kick-up of his hind-legs and a flourish of his tail. 

     All this time, I was getting on towards the river; but however fast I went, I couldn't warm my 

feet, to which the damp cold seemed riveted, as the iron was riveted to the leg of the man I was 

running to meet. 

1. relating to a court of law or judges 

2. The author uses the sentence "One black ox, with a white cravat on,—who even had to my 

awakened conscience something of a judicial air" to suggest that  

 

A. the narrator finds the ox very fascinating. 

 

B. the narrator has met the ox before. 

 

C. the narrator feels guilty for having stolen the food. 

 

D. the narrator has a rich and vivid imagination. 

 

3.  

There is no one 

That can be better 

Because you are brilliant. 

There is nothing 

That you cannot do 

Because you are unbeatable. 

There is no place 

That you cannot go 

Because you are always welcomed. 

There is no person 

That can hold you back 

Because you are unstoppable. 



 

In the poem, why does the author choose to use the words "brilliant," "unbeatable," and 

"unstoppable"?  

 

A. to encourage a person 

 

B. to tell a person to stop 

 

C. to plead with someone 

 

D. to welcome someone 

 

Comfort 

by Tirzah Tyler 

 

My worries have grown larger than the boulders 

That live by the sea and endure its ceaseless beating. 

My cares are as numerous as the clouds that pass overhead 

And threaten storms before they abandon me completely. 

Draw near me with your shoulders as broad as oceans 

And shrink my sorrows till they are as small as the grains of sand 

That are carried away by the wind at the sight of your kind face. 

Weep with me, my friend, till the waters of my heart are still again. 

4. "My worries have grown larger than the boulders" is an example of a hyperbole. What does 

this hyperbole mean in the poem?  

 

A. The speaker admires the size of the boulders. 

 

B. The boulders are not attractive sights. 

 

C. The speaker feels burdened with troubles. 

 

D. The boulders are taller than the speaker. 

 

     I think the storm is here. The wind is so loud that I am awakened from my sleep at 4 a.m. I 

can hear the wind racing fiercely around the house. The house is standing its ground against 



the wind's force. The window panes are whistling as the wind finds little air pockets to climb 

through. I guess my dad will need to seal those up once the storm passes. Climbing out of bed, 

I go to the window to look outside. I can see the branches of the old oak trees in our front yard 

trying to steady themselves against the wind. Some of the branches have been snapped and lay 

in piles on the ground. The flowers in my mom's flower garden are not able to withstand the 

wind which succeeds in plucking all the petals off and scattering them on the lawn. All of my 

mom's efforts at having a well-manicured lawn have been destroyed. I can see that my family 

will have a huge mess to clean up after the storm passes. The lawns of the neighboring homes 

look just as bad as ours.  

5. Look back at the last part of the passage. What does the phrase "which succeeds in plucking 

all the petals off and scattering them on the lawn" mean?  

 

A. Because of the storm, the narrator's mom cannot replant new flowers in her garden. 

 

B. Due to the windstorm, the flower petals are blown from the flowers and into the yard. 

 

C. The flowers in the mom's garden give up their fight and surrender to the strong winds. 

 

D. The wind pulls the flowers up from the ground and throws them all over the yard. 

 

     Meghan was slowly lurking in the shadows. The light from the street outside crept in. It 

moved and blinked in the hallway like a stutter. The hallway itself was a deep throat. At the end 

of that throat, Meghan sat waiting. 

     Last year, she had managed to be frightened by her brothers Doug and John. She was 

walking the dog when Doug came running around the block after her. He was wearing a white 

sheet and screaming like a heated steam pipe. Meghan ran terrified back into the house. John 

was there waiting for her. He busted out of the hall closet and screamed, "Happy Halloween!" 

Meghan was a white sheet. She almost fainted because she was so frightened. 

     John and Doug did this every year. But after last year, Meghan vowed revenge. She was a 

shark out for blood! 

     Meghan knew that John and Doug were night owls. Because of their jobs, they never were 

awake before six. She also knew they liked to go around the neighborhood and scare kids when 

it was dark. This gave them places to hide—the rats they were. They wouldn't get to do this until 

seven in the evening. That was when the neighborhood started crawling with kids like ants on 

an ant hill.  

     Meghan went into their room and filled their shoes with shaving cream. She filled them until 

they overflowed like a muffin top. As they slept, they snorted and snored like a chainsaw's buzz. 

Meghan reset their alarm radio by raising the volume as loud as it would reach. She then 

changed it to go off in five minutes. She then went downstairs and tied a string to her wrist and 

the door of the hall closet. Then, she raced like a bolt of lightning to the house's circuit box. As 

she readied herself, she heard the alarm blast through the floor and door. After a minute or so, 

she then heard her brothers start to call for her. She could only imagine their faces as they put 

on their shoes only to find them soaked in foam. Just then, she was shaken from the thought. 

She heard them stampede in their room like a herd of buffalo. When she heard them hit the 



stairs, she hit the power. All the electricity in the house went off. The house was one large black 

hole. All at once, she heard Doug and John tumbling down the stairs. She imagined them falling 

over themselves like jacks. Meghan then followed the string back to the closet. 

     And that's where she was, waiting—waiting to jump out and scare them. She could hear her 

brothers call out in terror trying to find her. They were about eight feet away. Just a little bit 

closer, she thought to herself. This is turning into the best Halloween ever! 

     The footsteps were getting closer and closer. They were right in front of the door! At that 

moment Meghan leapt out from behind the door. BOOOOO! Megan yelled, and John and Doug 

screamed—a scream of sheer terror. Doug and John sprinted for the door, but it was too dark. 

They tripped and stumbled until they were flat on the floor.  

     “Happy Halloween!” Meghan yelled.  
adapted from "Payback" by c.safos. . . with special help from Wylie  

6. Read the following sentence from the story. 

 

"She filled them until they overflowed like a muffin top." 
 

What is the effect of the simile used in this sentence?  

 

A. to show how full the shoes were with shaving cream 

 

B. to show that the shoes were old, ragged, and smelly 

 

C. to show how Meghan was annoyed by her brothers 

 

D. to show that Meghan was in the mood to eat a muffin 

 

7. Read this sentence from the passage above. 

 

"She imagined them falling over themselves like jacks." 
 

The author uses a simile to compare her brothers to jacks to show  

 

A. that the brothers liked games. 

 

B. that the brothers are messy. 

 

C. the way the brothers fell. 

 

D. the time the brothers fell. 

 

8.      Torro Falls Park is nothing like it is advertised. That came as a true shock to me 
because of its reputation of being one of the best parks in the world. However, Torro 



Falls Park is just an ordinary amusement park. Sure, the park stretches on for about 85 
acres. And, people can walk through a lot of different themed areas, but those areas do 
not impress me much. 
     My mom told me about how she had ridden on the skyway at Torro Falls Park when 
she was a little kid. She said that the ride gave the best view of the park and that it was 
her favorite memory from childhood. I couldn't wait to ride on the skyway when I first 
arrived at the park. I wanted to have an unforgettable time there like her. However, it 
was a true letdown when I heard that the ride had stopped running long ago. That is 
why Torro Falls Park is nothing like how I imagined it to be. 
 

What is the author's attitude toward Torro Falls Park?  

 

A. The author is very critical of the amusement park's reputation. 

 

B. The author believes that the amusement park is unforgettable. 

 

C. The author finds the visit to the amusement park enjoyable. 

 

D. The author is amazed by the different areas found in the park. 

 

9. From the thick grass at the foot of the bush came a low hiss—a horrid cold sound that 
made Rikki-Tikki jump back two clear feet. 
—Rudyard Kipling 

 

What word in the story excerpt above is an example of onomatopoeia?  

 

A. Hiss 

 

B. Thick 

 

C. Clear 

 

D. Grass 

 

10.      "Hello, Kira," smiled Max. "I have been waiting all week to see you. Tell me what 
is happening in Trieste." 
     Kira looked away, out the window. Dark clouds were blowing toward the house. She 
did not want Max to see her face. Her brother sounded calm and happy. How could she 
tell him the news? 

 

In this passage, dark clouds seem to symbolize -  



 

A. the season changing from summer to fall. 

 

B. a storm coming toward Max’s family. 

 

C. bad news or danger that will happen soon. 

 

D. a gift that Kira will give to her brother. 

 

 


