
Reading/Lang. Arts – Mrs. Lewis 
Distance Learning -- Week 3 

(April 20-23, 2020) 
 

Directions: Choose any two assignments listed below under your grade level to complete. 

5th Grade 6th Grade 
1.  Biography: William Kamkwamba 1. Biography:  William Kamkwamba 

2. Study Island:  Genre 2. Study Island:  Genre 

3. IXL:  Any skill you haven’t completed 3. IXL:  Any skill you haven’t completed 

 

The biography is over a boy named William Kamkwamba.  There is also a book and movie titled 

“The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind” about William Kamkwamba.  The movie is on Netflix if you 

want to watch it after reading about him.   

  





William Kamkwamba 
 
 
 

William lived in on a small family farm near Masitala Village in Malawi, Africa. It 

was a hard life. The village did not have electricity. The farmers depended on rain 

to water their crops because they couldn’t power pumps to bring water from the 

river. There were no lights at night, and no electric appliances. William’s mother 

and father worked hard to grow enough for the family to eat and to earn the money 

to send William to the village school. But when a long drought came to Malawi, 

the crops died. The family had no money to send William to school. He was forced 

to drop out. He was fourteen years old. 

 

William knew he needed education. So he went to the very small library in his 

village. There, he saw a book with a picture of a windmill on the cover. The book 

was about energy sources, but he couldn’t read it because it was in English. From 

looking at the pictures, he learned that the windmill used the wind to create 

electricity. He said to himself, “If someone did this thing, I can also do it.” He 

decided to build a windmill to bring electricity to his family. Then they could pump 

water from the river to irrigate their crops. They would have food. They could sell 

crops to earn the money to send William and his sisters to school. They could have 

light at night to read and study. 
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So he looked at the picture on the cover of the book about energy sources, and pictures in one other book he found in the 

small library. He figured out for himself how the windmill worked, and what parts he would need. There was a junkyard 

down the long dusty road from his home, and he thought he might be able to find things in the junkyard that he could use to 

build his windmill. Day after day, William went to the junkyard. As he passed the school every day dragging things from the 

junkyard behind him, the students in the school would look out the windows, point at him and laugh. People in the village 

thought William was crazy. But he didn’t let it stop him. He told them “O.K., say what you’re going to say, but I’m still going 

to do this thing.” He knew he could figure it out. But he also knew that even if he built a windmill, it wouldn’t bring 

electricity to his home because there were no light bulbs, light switches, or wiring in his parents home. He would have to 

find or make those too, and install them. 

 

It took William about two months to built his first windmill from a broken bicycle, a tractor engine fan, a shock absorber and 

tree branches. He made light switches from nails, wires, and magnets. The windmill powered a radio and four small light 

bulbs. When William returned the windmill book to the small village library, the community volunteer who ran the library 

asked him if he had really built a windmill from the pictures in the book, and William said yes. A few days later the 

volunteer and some news reporters showed up at William’s house. The story of his windmill got international attention, 

which resulted in an invitation to visit the United States. There, he explained his windmill project at a conference called 

TED (Technology, Entertainment, Design). It attracted a lot of attention to William and his windmill. It’s not every day that 

a fourteen year old boy figures out from pictures how to build a windmill and bring electricity to a village! 

 
A documentary film was made about William and with a co-author he wrote a book about his windmill project. He was 

invited to attend a college prep school in Johannesburg, South Africa and then to attend Dartmouth College in the U.S. He 

graduated from Dartmouth in 2014 and has continued his work to bring electricity and water to the villages of Malawi. You 

can read more about him in his book The Boy Who Harnessed The Wind. 
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Name ___________________________________________ Class ______________ 
 

1.  Why was William forced to drop out, and what does it tell you about the 

education system in Malawi? 
 
 
 
 

2.  Which of the reasons for bringing electricity to his home do you think 

motivated William the most? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Why would no one before William have tried to build a windmill for the village? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What characteristics of William were most essential to his eventual success 

in building the windmill? 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  Quite a few people influenced how William’s achievement became known, 

and also influenced how his life changed afterward. List three people from 

those listed in the biography that you think had the most influence on 

William’s life. Then choose the one who you think was most influential and 

explain why you think they were the most important influence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



5th Grade Study Island:  Genre 

 

Kitten 

by J. Robbins 

Furry 

kitten sleeping 

on my bed so quiet; 

I wonder what he’s dreaming of 

tonight. 

1. Which line in the poem describes what the kitten looks like?  

 

A. Line 5 

 

B. Line 1 

 

C. Line 4 

 

D. Line 3 

 

HOW DO ANIMALS SPEND THE WINTER? 

 

     The weather gets colder, days get shorter and leaves turn color and fall off the trees. Soon, 

winter is here. Snow covers the ground. People live in warm houses and wear heavy coats 

outside. Our food comes from the grocery store. But what happens to the animals? 

     Animals do many different, amazing things to get through the winter. Some of them 

"migrate." This means they travel to other places where the weather is warmer or they can find 

food. 

     Many birds migrate in the fall. Because the trip can be dangerous, some travel in large 

flocks. For example, geese fly in noisy, "V"-shaped groups. Other kinds of birds fly alone. 

     How do they know when it is time to leave for the winter? Scientists are still studying this. 

Many see migration as part of a yearly cycle of changes a bird goes through. The cycle is 

controlled by changes in the amount of daylight and the weather. 

     Birds can fly very long distances. For example, the Arctic tern nests close to the North Pole 

in the summer. In autumn, it flies south all the way to Antarctica. Each spring it returns north 

again. 
from http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/animals.html  

2. What type of writing is this?  



 

A. poetry 

 

B. nonfiction 

 

C. fiction 

 

D. drama 

 

adapted from Belling The Cat 

 

     The Mice once called a meeting to decide on a plan to free themselves of their enemy, the Cat. At the 

least, they wished to find some way of knowing when she was coming, so they might have time to run 

away. Indeed, something had to be done, for they lived in such constant fear of her that they hardly 

dared to move from their dens by night or day. 

     Many plans were discussed, but none of them was thought good enough. At last, a young Mouse got 

up and said: 

     "I have a plan that may seem very simple, but I know it will be successful. All we have to do is to hang 

a bell about the Cat's neck. When we hear the bell ringing, we will know immediately that our enemy is 

coming." 

     The Mice were quite surprised that they had not thought of such a plan before. But in the middle of 

celebrating over their good fortune, an old Mouse arose and said: 

     "I will say that the plan of the young Mouse is very good. But let me ask one question: Who will bell 

the Cat?" 

     The moral of the story is that it is one thing to say that something should be done, but quite a 

different matter to do it.  

3. What kind of writing is this?  

 

A. a fable 

 

B. a report 

 

C. a poem 

 

D. a play 

 

Fashion Emergency 

by J. Robbins 

My pretty purple pullover  

has a nasty stain.  



My lovely blue silk jacket 

was ruined in the rain.  

My favorite black lace dress 

has an ugly tear.  

I have a closet full of clothes 

and not a thing to wear. 

4. What is this poem mostly about?  

 

A. The speaker needs a new closet. 

 

B. The speaker needs new clothes. 

 

C. The speaker needs an umbrella. 

 

D. The speaker needs a haircut. 

 

5. A limerick is a humorous poem that contains a regular pattern of beats. A regular pattern of 

beats can also be referred to as  

 

A. stanza. 

 

B. rhyme. 

 

C. simile. 

 

D. rhythm. 

 

Two Brothers 

by J. Robbins 

 

My brother, we are one in heart 

and one in soul and mind; 

We share our time, our secrets, and  

the treasures that we find. 

 

We live our lives like twins, 

and though we don't share a last name, 



to me, you are my brother, and  

I know you feel the same. 

6. What type of writing is this?  

 

A. nonfiction 

 

B. fiction 

 

C. poetry 

 

D. drama 

 

King Midas and the Golden Touch  

     There once lived a king called Midas. He had a beautiful daughter named Philomena whom 

he loved the most. King Midas was very rich, but he wanted to become the richest man in the 

world. 

     One day the king's courtiers informed him that a strange man was waiting at the gate and 

wanted to see the king. King Midas ordered his guards to let the man in. Midas was pleasantly 

surprised to see Silenus, who was a good friend of the god Dionysus. He invited him into his 

palace and asked him to stay as long as he wanted. The servants took good care of Silenus. 

Midas too made sure that Silenus was comfortable. Soon it was time for Silenus to leave. He was 

pleased with the warmth and hospitality he had received at Midas' palace. When Dionysus heard 

about it, he too was pleased with all the arrangements that Midas made for his friend Silenus. He 

offered to grant Midas a wish. "Ask and you shall receive," said Dionysus. To this Midas said, "I 

wish that whatever I touch turns to gold." Dionysus warned him to think again, but Midas 

wanted to be the richest man in the world and he didn't change his mind. So Dionysus granted 

him his wish. 

     Midas was happy and went around touching everything in the palace. He was overjoyed to 

see so much gold around him. But soon his happiness came to an end. He found he couldn't eat 

anything. His food and wine had turned to gold. Just then, his daughter Philomena came to see 

him. He knew he had to avoid touching her, but she came running toward him. As soon as she 

hugged him, she turned into gold. Philomena stood there frozen into gold! Midas wept bitterly, 

for he realized his folly. All the gold in the palace could not take the place of his daughter. He 

was filled with sorrow to have lost his daughter to his greed. He requested Dionysus to take back 

his wish, and when the god realized that Midas had learned his lesson, he gave him a pitcher of 

water and asked him to sprinkle it on all the things that he had touched and which had now 

turned into gold. 

     The king, with tears flowing from his eyes, rushed to his daughter and sprinkled water on her 

golden statue. When he saw her return to her normal self, he wept with joy. He hugged her and 

vowed that he would never be so greedy again. 



7. Which detail from the story helps the reader to know that it is a myth?  

 

A. God Dionysus granting Midas a wish 

 

B. Midas's food turning into gold 

 

C. Silenus getting a royal treatment by Midas 

 

D. Philomena turning into a golden statue 

 

The Fountain of Youth 

 

     There is a story of a magical fountain that is thousands of years old. It is said that anyone 

who drinks from this spring will be young forever. Spanish army officer Ponce de Leon went 

looking for the fountain in 1513. De Leon had been named governor of Puerto Rico. He 

overheard natives there talking about a place where the people never got old. Ponce de Leon 

was determined to find it. His travels lead him to Florida, which he also claimed for Spain. 

However, he never found the Fountain of Youth.  

8. How can the reader tell that this is a legend and not a fable?  

 

A. It includes talking animals. 

 

B. It is based on historical fact. 

 

C. It describes the Greek gods. 

 

D. It teaches a moral or lesson. 

 

Unpopular 

by J. Robbins 

 

CHARACTERS: 

Mandy, the most popular girl in school 

Alice, Mandy's friend 

Roberta, the most unpopular girl in school 

Paul, a popular boy 

Max, Roberta's friend 

Mrs. Carter, a teacher  

 

Stage Set: The cafeteria of a school. There are posters all around the room saying, "Mandy for Class 

President!" Students are gathered around the cafeteria in groups, and they all seem to be talking and 



pointing to one girl. She is seated by herself at a table eating her lunch. She doesn't seem to notice the 

students all around her. 

  (Students are chattering all around the stage.) 

Mandy: Can you believe that Roberta? (points to the girl sitting alone) She doesn't even try to 

fit in with the rest of us. Have you seen her clothes?  

Alice: (timidly) I guess. It's not like she's from another planet, Mandy.  

Paul:  I don't know, Mandy. I think Roberta is nice. She's really smart, too! I asked her a 

question in math class, and she knew the answer right away. I'll see you guys after 

school! (exits) 

Mandy:  Can you believe that? Paul was actually sticking up for Roberta. We can't let this go on. 

Everybody in school likes Paul. If he and Roberta are friends, soon everybody else will 

start to like her, too.  

Alice:  Well, Mandy...(speaking with more volume.) That's not a bad thing! Besides. I like 

Roberta too! (exits quickly) 

9. What is the BEST way to describe this type of writing?  

 

A. nonfiction 

 

B. poetry 

 

C. drama 

 

D. fiction 

 

     Mari Susette Sandoz (May 11, 1896 – March 6, 1966) grew up in northwestern Nebraska in 

a remote region. She was a Western historian, teacher, novelist, and biographer. Sandoz was 

one of Nebraska’s most well-known writers. Her books are about pioneer life and the Plains 

Indians. 

     Mari was born near Hay Springs, Nebraska, the oldest of six children. Her parents were 

Swiss immigrants who settled in the area to farm. Her childhood was spent in hard labor 

working on the farm. She graduated from the eighth grade at the age of 17. She then went on to 

teach in nearby country schools. She never attended high school. 

     In 1942, she published her famous biography of the great Lakota leader Crazy Horse. The 

title is Crazy Horse: The Strange Man of the Oglalas. The book is considered her best. It was 

also one of the first books of its kind. Sandoz wanted to tell the story from the viewpoint of the 

Lakota Indians. In the foreword, she writes, "And now my book of Crazy Horse is done. In it I 



have tried to tell not only the story of the man but something of the life of his people through that 

crucial time."  

10. What kind of writing is this passage?  

 

A. fiction 

 

B. historical fiction 

 

C. biography 

 

D. autobiography 

 

  



6th Grade Study Island:  GENRE 

1.      You are reading a story about a boy who journeys into a parallel universe 
populated by elves, dwarves, fairies, gnomes, and ogres. The boy uses magic to defeat 
his enemies, the twin Witches of Barrowmire. 
 

This story is  

 

A. a mystery. 

 

B. a romance. 

 

C. a piece of historical fiction. 

 

D. a fantasy. 

 

     The house on the corner of Gurley Street and Grand Avenue sat abandoned for more than 

ten years. The kids in the neighborhood believed that it was haunted. 

     “My big brother told me that one night he was out riding his bike by that empty house and he 

saw someone looking out of the windows!” Doraze said. “When he looked again, there was no 

one there.” 

     “Well, my sister and some of her friends snuck inside the house one day. She said they 

found a bunch of empty cans and food wrappers, like someone had been living there.” 

     “What’s so suspicious about that, Todd?” 

     “No one ever comes in or out of that house, Charlyssa! Who took the food in? Better yet, 

who came out to get some?” 

     The kids were so busy arguing that they almost missed the battered old truck that pulled up 

to the house on Gurley and Grand.  

2. What clues from the passage tell the reader what genre it is?  

 

A. The passage includes facts and true events. 

 

B. The characters in the story use dialogue. 

 

C. The passage includes special stage directions. 

 

D. Its verses are written in iambic pentameter. 

 



Baby Bear Is Hungry 

 

CHARACTERS: 

BABY BEAR 

MAMA BEAR 

 

SETTING: The night has almost fallen in Misty Forest. Baby Bear and Mama Bear are 

resting near a tree. 

BABY BEAR: I'm hungry, Mama. 

 

MAMA BEAR: How about a nice scoop of honey? 

 

BABY BEAR: That would be wonderful! 

 

MAMA BEAR: [disappointed] Oh no, we seem to be out of honey! I will let Papa Bear know. 

 

BABY BEAR: But what can I have right now, Mama. I'm hungry! 

 

MAMA BEAR: We have some spinach. 

 

BABY BEAR: I will give it a try. Then maybe later I can mix some in with my honey. 

 

MAMA BEAR: That sounds like a good idea, Baby. 

3. What characteristic from the piece proves it is a drama?  

 

A. The characters are involved in a conflict. 

 

B. It has at least two main characters. 

 

C. It is written almost entirely of dialogue. 

 

D. It has animals as characters. 

 

from Interview with President George W. Bush 

by Radio and Television Ireland 

 

You're going to meet Bertie Ahern [Prime Minister of Ireland] when you arrive in Shannon 

Airport tomorrow. I guess he went out on a limb for you, presumably because of the 



great friendship between our two countries. Can you look him in the eye when you get 

there and say, it will be worth it, it will work out? 

 

Absolutely. I wouldn't be doing this, I wouldn't have made the decisions I did if I didn't think the 

world would be better. Of course. I'm not going to put people in harm's way, our young, if I didn't 

think the world would be better. And— 

 

Why is it that others— 

 

Let me finish. And so, yes, I can turn to my friend, Bertie Ahern, and say, thank you, thanks for 

helping, and I appreciate it very much. And there will be other challenges, by the way.  

 

Why is it that others don't understand what you're about? 

 

I don't know. History will judge what I'm about. But I'm the kind of person, I don't really try to 

chase popular polls, or popularity polls. My job is to do my job and make the decisions that I 

think are important for our country and for the world. And I argue strongly that the world is better 

off because of the decisions I have made—along with others. America is not in this alone. One 

of our greatest allies of—in the world is your neighbor, Great Britain. Tony Blair has been a 

strong advocate for not only battling terrorists, but promoting freedom, for which I am grateful. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2004/06/20040625-2.html  

4. What characteristic from the piece proves it is a work of nonfiction?  

 

A. It has a set of characters. 

 

B. It is made up entirely of dialogue. 

 

C. It has a plot and a definite setting. 

 

D. An interview takes place. 

 

5.      Light years from this solar system exists a galaxy known as Earnon. Though the 
inhabitants of this galaxy have lived in peace and prosperity for many decades, events 
have been observed recently which indicate that society is falling apart. The galactic 
government has become corrupt and unresponsive. Young Earnonians have grown 
rebellious and hostile. Worst of all, the sun (on which the earthlike planet Xenon relies 
for the building blocks of life) is dying. 
     As the sun of Xenon slowly dies, the planet grows cold. The very basics of life are 
threatened. Food is no longer plentiful. The resulting atmospheric cataclysms alone 
could quickly lay waste to a civilization spanning thousands of generations. Xenon 
scientists predict that only certain insect species will survive the resulting ice age. 
     When the governing body of Xenon was made aware of these facts, steps were 
taken almost immediately. After coming to the unanimous conclusion that they didn't 
want to die, the most talented minds on the planet, along with the rest of their bodies, 



were charged with the task of saving their world.  
 
Which of the following forms of fiction does this passage belong to?  

 

A. Realistic fiction 

 

B. Fantasy 

 

C. Science fiction 

 

D. Romance 

 

     Jordan Wade was the star of his high school basketball team. Most people would probably 

be surprised to learn that he was also a star in the classroom. Wade graduated in the top 10 

percent of his class and received both academic and athletic college scholarships. 

     People have predicted that Jordan Wade will become an NBA player since he was in eighth 

grade. So what made him stay focused on studying in school instead of devoting all his time to 

becoming an even better player? 

     “No matter how talented I am, I know that a professional basketball career is not guaranteed, 

so I need something to fall back on,” Jordan said. “My mother and father have always taught my 

sisters and me that education is the most important thing.” Wade says that he wasn’t always 

such a good student. However, his mother, a college professor, and his father, a high school 

principal, let him know that getting low grades was unacceptable. 

     “When I was younger, I really didn’t care about getting good grades so much,” Wade said. 

“But my mother told me that if I didn’t work harder in school, she was not going to allow me to 

play basketball. That was my motivation.” 

     Like Wade's skills on the basketball court, his high GPA didn’t come easily. 

     “It was hard work. Many days I woke up early to go to tutoring or stayed up late studying for 

tests,” Wade said. “But I feel that my performance in school is just as important as my 

performance on the court.”  

6. What is the reader's biggest clue that this passage is a work of nonfiction?  

 

A. It includes colorful dialogue and a good plot. 

 

B. It tells a player's life story in his own words. 

 

C. It includes quotes and details about a real person. 

 

D. It tells the true story of a professional ballplayer. 

 

     Rodolfo Anaya's book Bless Me Ultima, is a story of a young six year old boy trying to make 

the right decisions in life for himself, for his mother and his father. He is torn between growing 

up being a farmer like his father or a priest like his mother's wishes. He witnesses a lot of sin 



and a lot of bad things for a kid his age. 

     A lady of great respect and the wisest woman in his family comes to stay with him and his 

family, Ultima, or La Grande. He looks up to her in the highest way, as she teaches him various 

things, from her curandera (a folk healer) practices, to the way she used the earth for her cures. 

People thought of her as a witch, which was one of Antonio's arguments to the people, and kids 

of the town. 

     This book gives a really good description of how it is to have questions on the Catholic 

religion as a kid, or as an adult, especially if you grow up in a Hispanic family. Having some 

words in Spanish gives it a better feel for the way it is growing up in his household, and 

imagining his family interacting with one another.  

     The description of the house and the windows in the winter put me there in the kitchen. The 

smell of breakfast in the morning before school, and his mother calling him and his sisters down 

for breakfast, was also a great description that also brought me back to when I was a kid, and 

getting ready for school and having my mother call me down to my mornings feast. 

     Overall this book gave me a great feeling, as I imagined myself there. I found it hard to put 

the book down when it was time to come to a stopping point and do my everyday things. Each 

chapter was such a great adventure and learning experience, that it always left me in suspense. 

I highly recommend this book to anyone because it gave me such a good feeling and 

understanding of the Latino culture and how it is growing up in a Catholic household.  
from http://www.amazon.com/  

7. From the review above, Bless Me Ultima is  

 

A. realistic fiction. 

 

B. fantasy. 

 

C. science fiction. 

 

D. mystery. 

 

The First State of the Union Address 

 

     The yearly message of the President, currently known as the State of the Union address, is 

demanded by the U.S. Constitution: 

"The President shall from time-to-time give to the Congress 

information on the State of the Union, and recommend to their 

Consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and 

expedient." Article II, Section 3, Clause 1. 

 

     The first annual message was delivered by George Washington. Most historians consider 

Washington’s address of January 8, 1790 to be the first annual message. 

     Washington’s address of 1790 focused on managing the new union of states. Washington 



stressed the importance of national defense; the promotion of science and literature; and 

uniformity in currency, weights, and measures. 

     Eventually the yearly message of the President became known as the State of the Union 

address and as a platform for the President’s goals and vision for the country. 
http://clerkkids.house.gov/time/events/index.html#state  

8. What is the reader's biggest clue that this passage is a work of nonfiction?  

 

A. It is written by an author who likes George Washington. 

 

B. It has a conflict between two characters. 

 

C. It has a main character who speaks. 

 

D. It contains mostly facts. 

 

9.      Thomas Thorpe's, The Patriote Proposition, is a delightful and historically rich 
novel centered on 1833 Canada. This work of fiction cleverly combines history, 
adventure and political intrigue while creating a fast-paced tale thick with plots and 
counterplots. This book centers on the fight for Canadian independence from the British 
and the radicals that seek this freedom. Obvious then, is the immediate disadvantage 
that Elizabeth finds herself facing. Practically single-handed, Elizabeth has to determine 
what became of her family while facing adversity at every angle - culturally, politically 
and geographically. 
from http://home.midsouth.rr.com/ochsner/ 
 
What form of fiction does The Patriote Proposition belong to?  

 

A. Historical fiction 

 

B. Romance 

 

C. Mystery 

 

D. Science fiction 

 

The Yawn 

 

The yawn rose up like a shopping 

bag caught in the wind— 

sleepy and trying to find a rest. 

It landed on a lady 



with gray hairs sprouting from her head. 

She stopped. 

Inhaled— 

Her breath puttering forward to land 

on the baby in her hands who then 

stretched his lips wider and wider 

and wider. 

10. The selection above is best described as  

 

A. poetry. 

 

B. drama. 

 

C. fiction. 

 

D. nonfiction. 

 


