




FEW CAN BE MARINES. EVEN FEWER CAN LEAD THEM. 

THE BASIC SCHOOL 

At OCS, you will have learned that 
desire coupled with the right tools 
makes for a powerful leader. At The 
Basic School, you will become an 
expert in the use of those tools. 
You will spend six intense months 
learning everything you need to 
know to be a combat leader of 
Marines. From classroom setting to 
practical applications, the train-
ing will be thorough. Only then can 
you be sure you will make the right 
decisions when you only have a 
split second to do so. Because in 
a real-life situation, you are not 
dealing with hypotheticals. You are 
guarding people's lives. 

GROUND 

This is the backbone of the Marine Corps. 
We respond quickly with decisive force, 
and have never returned from battle 
without a victory. Protecting that legacy 
will require you to act quickly, and think 
even faster. Our primary mission is close 
combat ground war, so this is where the 
majority of Marines operate. From start 
to finish, every Marine in your command 
will look to you for instruction and guidance. 
It is a take-charge job with a lot at stake, t 
but that's the essence of leadership in 
the Corps. 

As a Marine Corps Aviator, you will be 
among the few people in the world 
qualified to wear the wings of gold. You 
will push your own limits and those of 
our aircraft as you carry out the mission 
of Marine Aviation - that of close air 
support for ground troops. With some 
aircraft capable of doubling the speed of 
sound, and often no more than 500 feet 
off the ground, you will help clear the way 
for Marines advancing toward a target. 
Our ground troops are known as the tip 
of the spear, which means our pilots are 
at the forefront of every operation. 
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