
Marvin School Governance Council Meeting Minutes 

Location: Zoom Virtual 
Date: December 6th, 2021 
 
Council Members Present:  Sue Ellen O’Shea, Beth Sheldon, Jenn McMurrer, Marissa Mangone, Chelsey 

Bryant, Sarah Ibrahim, Claudia Iweorah, Joe Filippetti, Jocelyn Smith, Erica Cruz, Alexis Esperance, 

Kathrin Hughes, Jeff Magnano 

Proceedings: 
Meeting commenced: 6:35 PM 
 
A copy of the Annual SGC Training Presentation was provided to all the council Members 
 
Umbrella SGC Update 

• An update was provided regarding the creation of an Elementary SGC Umbrella.  The co-chairs 
were reached out to and there was a consensus that everyone would love to collaborate and 
share ideas and work together.  There was concern as to whether this collaboration would be 
violating SGC rules.  It was suggested that we reach out to the Gentleman who conducted the 
training earlier in the month to ask for guidance. 

SGC Training 

• A summary of the training was provided. The training reviewed the rules and expectations of the 
SGC and how the council is intended to be an advisory committee as opposed to a decision 
making one.  

• There will be two more meetings this year – one will be focused on the budget and another will 
be an informative discussion as to what is going on in the District. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

• There was discussion around preference of in person or virtual conferences.  In person has the 
added benefit of allowing the parents the opportunity to go inside the school and see the actual 
classroom their child was in.  However, a virtual meeting did not impact the quality of the 
conference. 

• An idea was suggested that the teachers take a video of inside the classroom to share with the 
parents so they can get a good look and feel of the classrooms. 

• The 5th grade teachers discovered that when given the option, most of the parents still chose 
virtual.  Only a handful preferred to have the conference in person. It was mentioned that last 
year the virtual conferences contributed to a higher participation rate by the parents as in past 
years when the conferences were in person. 

School concerns with new variant 

• Students at Marvin can opt into weekly Covid testing every Wednesday. More parents have 
been asking about the weekly testing. It seems to be the same group of students testing every 
week.  There was talk of having the school send out another communication to parents 
reminding them about this option. 

• The benefit of the weekly testing is that kids who were showing no symptoms are testing 
positive.  This is helping to control the spread of the virus in the school community. 

• Discussion related to students who must quarantine who are receiving IEP services.  The services 
should not stop for these students while they are not in school.  Many families are not aware 
that their child has a right to these services even when quarantined.  Parents who have worked 
to get these services while their child was not at school did not find success in getting everything 



they needed.  This should be the District’s responsibility and the parents will continue to work 
with the District to help ensure this process improves. 

• NPS sent a communication on the screen and Stay Program.  It is currently on hold due to the 
recent rise in the community spread of Covid. Students exposed to a positive student in the 
school will be required to quarantine at home for 10 days. Then can covid test on day 5 and 
return to school on Day 8 if the test is negative.  Students fully vaccinated will not be required to 
quarantine at home but are encouraged to covid test on days 5-7. 

• Elementary kids now eligible for vaccination.  The schools do not know which students are 
vaccinated. 

 
Teacher and Staff Support 

• There is an improvement since the last meeting, but there is still a feeling of being overwhelmed 
with work. 

• Mrs. Hughes is part of the Safety Committee. They would like to bring up the importance of 
getting social and emotional learning for the students and staff. 

Kids Support/Concerns 

• There was discussion of the lockdowns that occurred at NHS and the effects is had on the kids 
and students. There appears to be a prioritization of social and emotional learning now, but how 
do we keep this going beyond the moment? 

• It was asked to the parents how their kids feel when they come home from school. 

• Kids are feeling stress and behavior issues are a result. Is the stress on kids a result of the stress 
teachers are feeling? Kids are having adult expectations put on them.  There is so much focus on 
moving on academically, there is less time to teach the kid’s basic skills to help them behave 
properly in school. 

• There is a lot of work to be covered in school and kids have less time to be with each other. They 
get 20 minutes for lunch, 20 for recess and 15 for snack. The school is unable to do assemblies 
due to covid and there is no guidance yet on field trips. Joe Filippetti offered to take the lead on 
planning a field trip should more guidance become available. We would like to try to get one 
organized for the 5th grade. 

Miscellaneous Items 

• Parent compact – this was used in the past to let families know what the school expectation are 

of the students/Parents/Teachers.  Would this help some of the behavior issues we are seeing in 

school. 

• Parents would like the continuation of virtual activities for the students, such as Zoom Bingo and 

Reading activities.  The PTA will be hosting a Zoom craft event on 12/16. 

• Website training is here, and we should have the site up and running soon. 

• If any parents hear of any other parents with concerns, they are asked to help encourage them 

to bring them up with the school. 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:40pm 

Meeting Minutes prepared by Beth Sheldon 

 


