
Norwalk High School
English Summer Reading 2022

Note:  Please check for separate AP handouts for AP Language & AP Literature summer reading.

ALL INCOMING GRADE 9 STUDENTS

TEXT: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon. The text may be
purchased in paperback from local bookstores or online. It also is available for free online
reading via Norwalk Public Library. Use the Norwalk Public Library link:
https://norwalkpl.libguides.com/DigitalLibrary

EXPECTATIONS: Be an active reader. Be ready to discuss the text when classes begin in the
fall.
➔ You should read the work carefully.
➔ You are highly encouraged to take notes on key literary elements (e.g., character, conflict, symbolism, point of

view, theme).
➔ You will need thorough review tools to prepare for in-class activities when school begins.

ALL INCOMING GRADE 10 STUDENTS

All grade 10 students should choose one (1) novel from this list of suggestions OR another novel of your choice that
is appropriate for high school.

Honors grade 10 students should read two (2) novels from this list of suggestions OR another novel of your choice
that is appropriate for high school.

Suggested Titles:

Concrete Rose - Angie Thomas
The prequel to the novel The Hate U Give explores the development of Black boyhood and manhood as we follow Maverick’s
journey and becoming a teen father.

The Knife of Never Letting Go - Patrick Ness
A dystopian thriller follows a boy and girl on the run from a town where all thought can be heard - and the passage to manhood
embodies a horrible secret.

Picture Us in the Light - Kelly Loy Gilbert
When Danny’s father loses his job as a scientist and inexplicably takes a job as a security guard instead, Danny starts digging
into his parents’ past, hoping to learn more about their journey from China, and the death of his older sister before he was born.

Shoe Dog - Phil Knight
Phil Knight was a track star in high school and went on to become the man behind the Nike shoe empire. This is his memoir.

Turtles All the Way Down - John Green
Aza has anxiety and obsessive compulsive disorder. The tenuous plot in this book revolves around two friends chasing after a
cash reward, but really it’s an exploration of what it’s like to live with a mental illness.

https://norwalkpl.libguides.com/DigitalLibrary


Warriors Don’t Cry - Melba Pattillo Beals
In this autobiographical account by one of the Civil Rights Movement’s most powerful figures, Melba Pattillo Beals
explores not only the oppressive force of racism, but the ability of young people to change ideas of race and identity.

Room - Emma Donoghue
To five-year-old Jack, Room is the entire world. It is where he was born and grew up; it's where he lives with his Ma as they
learn and read and eat and sleep and play. Room is home to Jack, but to Ma, it is the prison where Old Nick has held her
captive for seven years. Through determination, ingenuity, and fierce motherly love, Ma has created a life for Jack. But she
knows it's not enough…

ALL INCOMING Grade 11 Students

All grade 11 students should choose one (1) novel of your choice that is appropriate for high school.

Honors grade 11 students should read two (2) novels of your choice that are appropriate for high school.

Selecting Your Reading

Use the link below to access the American Library Association’s recommended reading list.
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/2014-outstanding-books-college-bound-and-lifelong-learners You may choose any reading
from any of the following categories, which are individual links on the above page:

● Arts & Humanities http://www.ala.org/yalsa/arts-and-humanities

● History & Cultures http://www.ala.org/yalsa/history-and-cultures

● Literature & Language Arts http://www.ala.org/yalsa/literature-and-language-arts

● Science & Technology http://www.ala.org/yalsa/science-and-technology

● Social Sciences http://www.ala.org/yalsa/social-sciences
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