
Norwalk High School English Department
Advanced Placement Literature & Language
Summer Reading & Assignment 2021

The primary objective of AP Literature is not the AP exam exactly. Rather, it is that students become lifelong lovers
and critics of literature. Through reading and writing, students explore worlds and ideas that enable them to develop
empathy for others - other genders, ethnicities, generations, nationalities, religions and cultures. Students have many
opportunities to explore issues that stretch their thinking.

Additionally, the course focuses  on two overarching areas: interpretation of complex texts (poems, plays, short
stories, and novels) and technical aspects of writing (writer’s craft). The texts for the course are selected for their
broad themes and international literary merit. Texts are also selected to encourage students to be familiar with a wide
variety of genres, authors, and styles of writing.

To prepare students for the rigor of AP English - and of college English - it is imperative that students read vastly and
continually. Thus, the AP summer reading should supplement a student’s regular reading for pleasure and interest.

Read the following:

First: Parable of the Sower by Octavia Butler (we have a few you can sign out before leaving; see Mrs. Strom in ERC)

Second: Any 2nd novel of your choice (some suggestions are listed below but many of the novels you choose on your own
are probably OK too)

Then, for either one  (1) of the texts you read, rather than potentially over-annotate, keep a journal.

Follow the format listed here.
● Use lined paper or type your journal in a Google Doc
● Make a 3-column document, with a narrow first column to list only page #’s.
● The other 2 columns should be of ample size, divided equally - fit excerpts from the text & your

own insightful commentary.

Some highly regarded reading suggestions (but you do not have to select from this list):

A Room of One’s Own, Virginia Woolf

Before We Were Yours, Lisa Wingate

The Book Thief, Markus Zusak

Cat’s Cradle, Kurt Vonnegut

Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller

Dracula, Bram Stoker

Giovanni’s Room, James Baldwin

Girl with the Louding Voice, Abi Dare

The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood

Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison

The Martian, Andy Weir

Lucy, Jamaica Kincaid

The Namesake, Jumpha Lahiri

(The) Perks of Being a Wallflower Stephen Chbosky

Purple Hibiscus, Chimanada Ngozi Adichie

The Queen’s Gambit, Walter Tevis

The Things They Carried Tim O’Brien

Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston

Where the Crawdads Sing, Delia Owens

Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte



Some Direction for the Assignment:

When to Write - -

As an active reader, write in your journal when you are sparked to - when something stands out to
you. OR every 25-30 pages. Then, make a note about your thinking.

First, look for:
--a passage that is engaging to you
--uniquely constructed sentences
--powerful use of diction or descriptive language
--provocative contrasts, patterns or moments of conflict

Get the idea?

Second, write your own commentary about the point you noted.
A commentary discusses -

--the specific features of a passage,
--its subject matter,
--its use of language,
--the author’s use of literary devices, and
--how all of those elements of the passage work together.

We are confident that you will amaze us with your 21st century perspective & deeply
thoughtful insight.

NOTE:
A commentary is YOUR ANALYSIS of a passage, but it’s not an essay. It’s a snapshot of the deeper meaning that
you might find in a passage after careful consideration and critical thinking.

Example:

p. 115

“Shoot all the bluejays you want,
if you can hit ’em, but remember
it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”

--Atticus Finch

The importance of this line is two-fold. First, Atticus uses it as an
example of how his father didn’t want him to become careless in
using his gun - to understand the seriousness of a gun - and to respect
its purpose.

The 2nd important purpose of this quote is to introduce the theme of
innocence in the symbolism of the mockingbird - a creature who
doesn’t do any harm to anyone.

The reader will be able to recall this quote later in the novel when
they are confronted with the reality of Tom Robinson’s gentle
personality instead of the monstrous depiction given to the court by
the Ewells. Tom is like a mockingbird - not bothering anyone.

This summer assignment is due: Friday Sept. 10, 2021. NO exceptions.
for assistance: stroml@norwalkps.org

Mrs. Strom, English Dept Head

mailto:stroml@norwalkps.org



