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To find true growth through reading, we must make our brains perform and seek knowledge, not just
experience what the words in front of us say, but, more importantly, try to understand what they mean, what
they show, and what they can do for our lives. To that end, we will be opening up the year by focusing on an
important concept: Education. Your summer reading aligns directly with that, as all of the texts relate, in some
way, to three essential questions:

1. What does it mean to be educated?
2. How does one become educated?
3. What is the purpose of education?

SHORT TEXTS:
Read and annotate both of the following short texts. Access via the internet, using the links provided:

Kenyon Commencement Speech 2005 - David Wallace Foster
A remarkably intelligent and brutally honest author, Foster provides a semi-diatribe to these graduates in an
uncommon way that offers them insight, reality, and supposed clarity. link to text

“Letter to my Son” The Atlantic - Ta-Nehisi Coates
This article was adapted from Ta-Nehisi Coates novel Between the World and Me. link to text

BOOKS:
Choose ONE of the following to read and annotate:

Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be: An Antidote to the College Admissions Mania, by Frank Bruni
Bruni’s title allows us to infer the claim of the book. Optional background info: Biography, Frank Bruni:
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/ref/dining/bruni-bio.html

Overachievers: The Secret Life of Driven Kids - Alexandra Robbins
The book brings to light the pressure to achieve in high school. It documents the experiences of
high-achieving high school students to show how our meritocratic educational culture may be spiraling out of
control.

Educated: A Memoir- Tara Westover
Westover is born into a family living in middle-of-no-where Idaho. Her family does not believe in modern
medicine or the education system as we know it. Ultimately Westover abandons her survivalist family’s
values and ends earning her PhD from Cambridge University.

Outliers: The story of Success - Malcolm Gladwell
This New York Times bestseller examines the brightest and most successful people, whom Gladwell dubs
“outliers,” how they got to where they are, and the factors that contribute to their success.

https://web.ics.purdue.edu/~drkelly/DFWKenyonAddress2005.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/tanehisi-coates-between-the-world-and-me/397619/
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/ref/dining/bruni-bio.html


The Assignments:

Prepare THREE separate documents of notes to turn in, one for each text, with direct supportive
evidence. These documents should be well-organized and easy to follow. Be sure to include a header with
your name, the text, and the author at the top of each document.

Your notes should focus on the following two areas:

1. Notes about rhetoric: Rhetoric is the art of using language effectively; we are living in a world wherein
we are surrounded and often deeply influenced by language. For each text, please prepare notes
that focus on, and include supportive evidence directly from the text for, the following eight
questions:

1. What are the central and smaller claims? How does the author develop his/her claims?
2. Who is the target audience? Where in the text does the author seem to directly appeal to this

audience?
3. What is the author’s purpose in writing this piece?
4. Exigence is the term used to describe what has stirred an author or speaker to write or speak.

Exigence is what has moved them to feel the need to get their message out. What is the
author’s exigence? How do you know?

5. Identify the author’s appeals to pathos. What emotions does s/he intend to evoke from his/her
audience and for what purpose?

6. How does the author build credibility with his/her audience?
7. Identify and analyze the author’s appeals to logic. What is their effect?
8. What is your personal takeaway after reading this text? (This response should be lengthier than

the others.)

2. Notes about central idea: We will start the year off discussing multiple perspectives and opinions
about the concept and importance of education. For each text, identify how the author would answer
the three essential questions listed at the beginning of this document. Pull direct evidence from
the text to support your response. Leave your opinion out of these answers... for now :)


