
Parent Guide to the English Language Arts Curriculum

8th Grade

Unit 0:  Establishing A Reading And Writing Community: Launching Agency And Independence

Essential Question(s) Unit 0 Overview

Why is it important to communicate effectively?

How should you communicate in an academic setting?

How will reading and writing benefit me in my life?

The beginning of the school year is an exciting time! The start of each

new school year provides opportunities for you and your students to

create a community of learners who respect, listen to, share, and

respond to the thoughts and ideas of others. This is especially

important when considering your community of readers and writers.

As teachers, our first and foremost goal is to create an environment

where students feel comfortable taking risks as learners and sharing

their thoughts and feelings with each other. This kind of environment

is the foundation necessary for a successful reading and writing space.

In the reading classroom, we value choice because reading is personal

and creates a social and collaborative community. We value progress

over perfection because reading is hard, but together, we can do hard

things. We value critical thinking because reading is the foundation to

create a better world and a better you

Remembering to discuss the efficacy of tools such as a Reader’s and

Writer’s Notebook is critical.  Having students reflect on the uses of

these tools from previous years will help to reveal their reading and

writing identities. Ask students to integrate technology with these

tools, or with sharing their reading lives (e.g. padlet



Unit 1: Exploring Fiction Through the Lens of Memoir Writer

Essential Question(s) Unit 1 Overview

How does understanding literary elements and practicing

active reading strategies enhance a reader’s understanding of

a text?

How does knowledge about an author's personal experience

impact the reading and interpretation of their work?

What does multi-genre mean to a writer?

It is human nature to have a desire to talk about our past. Middle

school students are no different. They love to tell stories about their

summer experiences, trips far or near, and ill-fated friendships. When

these stories take on a certain poignancy because of a pivotal change,

or perhaps personal growth, we call them memoirs.

Memoirs are narratives that typically focus on a period of time in an

author’s life, reflecting on the implications of this time or experience.

This unit of study demonstrates how memoirs can be presented in

different genres or forms of writing while giving your eighth graders

time to explore meaningful topics and publish a memoir with purpose

and audience in mind

The genre of fiction encompasses many different types of

stories—historical, realistic, fantasy, mystery/horror, contemporary, or

science fiction—and there is something for everyone. Fiction

transports readers to an imaginary place and time and into a world

that may feel familiar or foreign. Fiction writers are storytellers who

aim to entertain, provide enjoyment, demonstrate a moral, reveal

human nature, kindle the imagination, and/or explain aspects of life,

culture, and nature. When you read fiction, skillful writers capture

your imagination, and anything is possible. When it comes to reading,

you can’t get any better than that!

Part of the magic in any unit of study is exposing students to

possibilities within a genre. By reading and studying different types of

fiction, students will develop an understanding of various forms,

features, and purposes of the genre. Their reading of fiction texts will

be enhanced by an understanding of the narrative structure, story

elements, and themes associated with each particular type of fiction



writing. Students will learn and apply specific reading skills and

strategies that will enable them to visualize historical settings, infer

characters’ feelings and traits, analyze the author’s message, and

actively engage with the texts they read. Their reading of complex

fiction texts should lead to a deeper understanding of characters and

lessons about themes such as integrity, courage, and determination.

Finally, students will deepen their knowledge through evaluating and

analyzing fiction texts that contain similar themes and texts

presented in diverse media formats.

Unit 2: Strengthening our Nonfiction Reading Skills While Becoming  Research Writers

Essential Questions Unit 2 Overview

How is informational writing similar and different from other

genres of writing?

How do nonfiction readers determine what is important while

they read?

As students hone their skills as analytic readers, they will be able to

take on different forms of writing that can showcase what they

learned through the reading lens. Nonfiction reading often leads to

inquiry. Students have a natural curiosity and wonder about many

things. Nonfiction texts encourage students to closely observe and

learn about all that is around them. Students will develop passions for

locating information, finding answers, and deepening their

understanding about the nonfiction topics they are reading and

learning about. This unit will help students learn and apply specific

reading skills and strategies that will enable them to discover facts,

identify big ideas, and learn new information about the topics they

are reading about. It will also address the challenges of reading

nonfiction, as well as ways to work through complex text—essential

skills for any reader.

The very definition of "research" and what it means to "do research"

are two things that this unit of study will reveal. Encouraging students

to investigate a topic and systematically report their findings is a goal

for any research report. In order for this to be a successful endeavor,



students will research topics of interest, with purpose and audience in

mind.
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