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Unit 0: Establishing A Reading And Writing Community: Launching Agency And Independence

Essential Questions Unit 0 Overview

What characteristics does a person need in order to be considered a

strong reader or writer?

What role does goal setting play in our reading and writing life?

How do workshop structures and procedures empower reading and

writing?

The beginning of the school year is an exciting time! The start of each

new school year provides opportunities for you and your students to

create a community of learners who respect, listen to, share, and

respond to the thoughts and ideas of others. This is especially

important when considering your community of readers and writers.

As teachers, our first and foremost goal is to create an environment

where students feel comfortable taking risks as learners and sharing

their thoughts and feelings with each other. This kind of environment

is the foundation necessary for a successful reading and writing space.

The routines and structures of a reading and writing workshop are

kept simple and predictable so that the teacher can focus on the

complex work of teaching in a responsive manner to accelerate

achievement for all learners.

Students need a balanced approach to English/Language Arts, one

that includes a responsive approach to the teaching of both reading

and writing. When a classroom presents with high literacy

engagement, balanced teaching is in place. Learners need teachers

who demonstrate what it means to live richly literate lives, wearing a

love of reading and writing on their sleeves.



In the reading classroom, we value choice because reading is personal

and

creates a social and collaborative community. We value progress over

perfection because reading is hard, but together, we can do hard

things.

Unit 1: Viewing Fiction Through the Lens of Narrative Writers

Essential Question(s) Unit 1 Overview

How do narrative writers develop engaging stories for a specific

audience?

What do fiction readers use, think about and do to gain deeper

meaning from texts?

Readers of all ages are drawn to fiction, and it may very well be the

genre students are most likely to choose as they search through a

library or bookstore. The world is full of stories, and through stories

we learn about ourselves and others. Fiction encompasses many

different types of stories—fantastical, magical, traditional, historical,

mythological, or realistic.

Fiction transports readers and writers to an imaginary place and time,

into a world that may feel familiar or foreign. Fiction writers are

storytellers who aim to entertain, provide enjoyment, demonstrate a

moral, reveal human nature, kindle the imagination, or explain

aspects of life, culture, and nature. Anything is possible when you

read or write fiction, as skillful writers capture your imagination

which allow readers to experience an adventure that will inspire them

to wonder, think, question, and critique.

In this unit, students will analyze the literary elements of plot, point

of view, and characters’ response to conflict to determine the theme

or central idea of a story or drama and to develop summaries of

stories.  They will also compose narratives and go through the writing

process to produce an effective fictional piece that includes the use

of studied narrative techniques.



Unit 2: Using Nonfiction Lessons To Craft Engaging Feature Articles

Essential Questions Unit 2 Overview

How do capable readers make sense of complex, nonfiction text?

How do feature articles provide readers with a spotlight view on their

topic so that it is enlightening and/or entertaining for the audience?

Most of what we read as a society is Informational/Explanatory text.

As readers, writers and thinkers we need to gain the skills necessary

to interpret, analyze, examine, research, and write about topics that

are important to us.  As a class, teachers and students will engage in

multiple learning activities as readers and then as writers, around

topics that are relevant to them as citizens of the world.

Students will engage in deeper reading experiences with

informational texts so that they can extend their comprehension

through analysis and synthesis within and across a text. They will also

learn more about how structures and features help to support

gleaning meaning from texts, while also applying many of these

features and structures to their informational piece of writing.

Inspiration, purpose and audience are strong considerations for both

readers and writers.  More contemporary informational writers have

included narrative techniques into their texts as they considered their

purpose and audience.  Students will also reflect on the hybrid forms

of nonfiction, such as literary nonfiction and biographies that infuse

lyrical or even poetic language.  When considering the form of

Feature Article, writers not only think deeply about their purpose and

audience, but also consider word choices, visual support and

inspiration.
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