
Dyslexia

An informative presentation and guide for parents/guardians



What is Dyslexia and related disorders?
Texas Education Code (TEC) §38.003 defines dyslexia and related disorders 

in the following way: 

“Dyslexia” means a disorder of  constitutional origin manifested by a difficulty in learning to 

read, write, or spell, despite conventional instruction, adequate intelligence, and sociocultural 

opportunity. 

“Related disorders” include disorders similar to or related to dyslexia, such as developmental 

auditory imperception, dysphasia, specific developmental dyslexia, developmental dysgraphia, 

and developmental spelling disability. 

TEC §38.003(d)(1)-(2) (1995) http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.38.htm#38.003
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What does that mean?

• Students identified as having dyslexia typically experience primary difficulties 

in phonological awareness, including phonemic awareness and manipulation, 

single-word reading, reading fluency, and spelling. Consequences may include 

difficulties in reading comprehension and/or written expression. These 

difficulties in phonological awareness are unexpected for the student’s age 

and educational level and are not primarily the result of  language difference 

factors. Additionally, there is often a family history of  similar difficulties. 
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The following are the primary reading/spelling 

characteristics of  dyslexia: 

• Difficulty reading words in isolation 

• Difficulty accurately decoding unfamiliar words 

• Difficulty with oral reading (slow, inaccurate, or labored without prosody) 

• Difficulty spelling 

It is important to note that individuals demonstrate differences in degree of  

impairment and may not exhibit all the characteristics listed above.
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What does Hallsburg ISD do to identify students with 

dyslexia? 

All students in Kindergarten,  First, and Second grades are screened 

for dyslexia.   If  you child is identified as being at risk for dyslexia, you 

will be notified after the screening.  The district dyslexia team, 

consisting of  the classroom teacher, the dyslexia teacher, and an 

administrator will also include recommendations that they feel will be 

beneficial in helping meet any additional needs of  your child. 



What else does Hallsburg ISD do to identify students with 

dyslexia? 

If  the team suspects that the student has dyslexia, a related disorder, or another 

disability included within the IDEA, the team must refer the student for a full individual 

and initial evaluation (FIIE). In most cases, an FIIE under the IDEA must be 

completed within 45-school days from the time a district or charter school receives 

parental consent. The student should continue to receive grade level, evidence-based 

core reading instruction (Tier 1) and any other appropriate tiered interventions while 

the school conducts the FIIE.
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Can a Parent / Guardian request Dyslexia testing?

Parents / guardians always have the right to request a referral for a dyslexia evaluation 

at any time.
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What type of  instruction would benefit my dyslexic child?

Critical, Evidence-Based Components of  Dyslexia Instruction 

• Phonological awareness—“Phonological awareness is the understanding of  the internal sound 

structure of  words. A phoneme is the smallest unit of  sound in a given language that can be recognized 

as being distinct from other sounds. An important aspect of  phonological awareness is the ability to 

segment spoken words into their component phonemes [phonemic awareness].” (Birsh, 2018, p. 26). 

• Sound-symbol association—Sound-symbol association is the knowledge of  the various speech 

sounds in any language to the corresponding letter or letter combinations that represent those speech 

sounds. The mastery of  sound-symbol association (alphabetic principle) is the foundation for the 

ability to read (decode) and spell (encode) (Birsh, 2018, p. 26). “Explicit phonics refers to an organized 

program in which these sound symbol correspondences are taught systematically” (Berninger & Wolf, 

2009, p. 53). 



• Syllabication—“A syllable is a unit of  oral or written language with one vowel sound. Instruction must 

include the six basic types of  syllables in the English language; closed, open, vowel-consonante, r-

controlled, vowel pair (or vowel team), and final stable syllable. Syllable division rules must be directly 

taught in relation to the word structure” (Birsh, 2018, p. 26). 

• Orthography—Orthography is the written spelling patterns and rules in a given language. Students 

must be taught the regularity and irregularity of  the orthographic patterns of  a language in an explicit 

and systematic manner. The instruction should be integrated with phonology and soundsymbol

knowledge. • Morphology—“Morphology is the study of  how morphemes are combined to form words. 

A morpheme is the smallest unit of  meaning in the language” (Birsh, 2018, p. 26). 

• Syntax—“Syntax is the set of  principles that dictate sequence and function of  words in a sentence in 

41 order to convey meaning. This includes grammar, sentence variation, and the mechanics of  language” 

(Birsh, 2018, p. 26). 



• Reading comprehension—Reading comprehension is the process of  extracting and constructing 

meaning through the interaction of  the reader with the text to be comprehended and the specific 

purpose for reading. The reader’s skill in reading comprehension depends upon the development of  

accurate and fluent word recognition, oral language development (especially vocabulary and listening 

comprehension), background knowledge, use of  appropriate strategies to enhance comprehension and 

repair it if  it breaks down, and the reader’s interest in what he or she is reading and motivation to 

comprehend its meaning (Birsh, 2018, p.14; Snow, 2002). 

• Reading fluency—“Reading fluency is the ability to read text with sufficient speed and accuracy to 

support comprehension”(Moats & Dakin, 2008, p. 52). Fluency also includes prosody. Teachers can help 

promote fluency with several interventions that have proven successful in helping students with fluency 

(e.g., repeated readings, word lists, and choral reading of  passages) (Henry,2010, p. 104).
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How does Hallsburg ISD provide this instruction?

Hallsburg ISD has a certified classroom teacher who has been trained in the state 

approved program, Reading By Design, who is dedicated to deliver this instruction 

through small group, pull out sessions.  



What does that instruction look like?

Principles of  effective intervention for students with dyslexia include all of  the following:

• Simultaneous, multisensory (VAKT)—“Teaching is done using all learning pathways in the brain (visual, 

auditory, kinesthetic, tactile) simultaneously in order to enhance memory and learning” (Birsh, 2018, p. 26). 

“Children are actively engaged in learning language concepts and other information, often by using their 

hands, arms, mouths, eyes, and whole bodies while learning” (Moats & Dakin, 2008, p. 58). 43

• Systematic and cumulative—“Multisensory language instruction requires that the organization of  

material follow order of  the language. The sequence must begin with the easiest concepts and most basic 

elements and progress methodically to more difficult material. Each step must also be based on [elements] 

already learned. Concepts taught must be systematically reviewed to strengthen memory” (Birsh, 2018, p. 

26). 



• Explicit instruction—“Explicit instruction is explained and demonstrated by the teacher one language 

and print concept at a time, rather than left to discovery through incidental encounters with information. 

Poor readers do not learn that print represents speech simply from exposure to books or print” (Moats & 

Dakin, 2008, p. 58). Explicit Instruction is “an approach that involves direct instruction: The teacher 

demonstrates the task and provides guided practice with immediate corrective feedback before the student 

attempts the task independently” (Mather & Wendling, 2012, p. 326

• Diagnostic teaching to automaticity—“The teacher must be adept at prescriptive or individualized 

teaching. The teaching plan is based on careful and [continual] assessment of  the individual’s needs. The 

content presented must be mastered to the degree of  automaticity” (Birsh, 2018, p. 27). “This teacher 

knowledge is essential for guiding the content and emphasis of  instruction for the individual student”(Moats 

& Dakin, 2008, p. 58). “When a reading skill becomes automatic (direct access without conscious awareness), 

it is performed quickly in an efficient manner” (Berninger & Wolf, 2009, p. 70). • Synthetic instruction—

“Synthetic instruction presents the parts of  the language and then teaches how the parts work together to 

form a whole” (Birsh, 2018, p. 27). 

• Analytic instruction—“Analytic instruction presents the whole and teaches how this can be broken into 

its component parts” (Birsh, 2018, p. 27).

Texas Dyslexia Handbook Sept. 2021 pg. 42-43



What instructional accomodations are available?

Instructional Accommodations for Students with Disabilities Students with dyslexia who 

receive dyslexia instruction that contains the components described in this chapter will be 

better equipped to meet the demands of  grade-level or course instruction. In addition to 

dyslexia instruction, accommodations provide the student with dyslexia effective and 

equitable access to grade-level or course instruction in the general education classroom. 

Accommodations are not one size fits all; rather, the impact of  dyslexia on each individual 

student determines the necessary accommodation. 



Listed below are examples of  reasonable classroom 

accommodations: 

• Copies of  notes (e.g., teacher- or peer-

provided) 

• Note-taking assistance 

• Additional time on class assignments and tests 

• Reduced/shortened assignments (e.g., 

chunking assignments into manageable units, 

fewer items given on a classroom test or 

homework assignment without eliminating 

concepts, or student planner to assist with 

assignments) 

• Alternative test location that provides a quiet 

environment and reduces distractions 

• Priority seating assignment 

• Oral reading of  directions or written material 

• Word banks 

• Audiobooks 

• Text to speech 

• Speech to text 

• Electronic spellers 

• Electronic dictionaries 

• Formula charts 

• Adaptive learning tools and features in 

software programs
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What should I do if  I suspect my child has 

dyslexia?

Contact your child’s teacher to discuss your concerns.  If  you decide that you would like 

your child to be evaluated for  dyslexia, email the teacher or send a written note.  Once 

you have notified the school of  your request in writing, paperwork will be sent home 

informing you of  your rights and the procedural safeguards that are in place for 

evaluations.  



Who can I contact if  I still have questions about 

dyslexia and the other related disorders?

Shellie Jachetta – Dyslexia Coordinator / Interventionist

sjachetta@hallsburgisd.net

254-874-2331

mailto:sjachetta@hallsburgisd.net


Additional Resources:

The Texas Dyslexia Handbook:

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2021.pdf

Appendix A – Dyslexia Handbook FAQ (Updated March 18, 2022)

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2021-dyslexia-handbook-appendix-questions.pdf

International Dyslexia Association (IDA)

https://dyslexiaida.org/

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2021.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2021-dyslexia-handbook-appendix-questions.pdf
https://dyslexiaida.org/

