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________________________________________________________________ 
TO:  Parents and Guardians 

 

FROM:  Judy Green, Superintendent 

 

DATE:  January 8, 2018 

 

SUBJECT:  Inclement Weather 

 

The highway situation is going to be a challenge.  We are trying to move the traffic 

through as quickly as possible.  Please have patience as we go through the next several 

months.  We will start unloading cars at 7:30 am.  In the afternoon, please pull up behind 

the car in front of you.  Please drive slow and pay attention.  Remember there is a law 

stating no cell phones in work zones and in school zones.   

 

The winter season is upon us.  Our district staff understands that our decision to open or 

close school during bad weather has a big effect on families.  We also understand that our 

students are better served – both academically and socially- by being in school.  But as 

always, our top priority is the safety of our students. 

 

ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF INSTRUCTION (AMI) 

Act 862 of 2017 allows a public school district to develop a plan for alternative methods 

of instruction to be used on days when the superintendent closes school due to 

exceptional or emergency circumstances.  This year, we will use our five built in snow 

days.  After we have missed three of the five built in snow days, teachers will post and/or 

send home AMI packets.  After the fifth snow day, then students will be asked to 

complete and return the AMI packets.  Returning of the completed packet will be proof of 

attendance for that day. 

 

HOW DO WE MAKE OUR DECISION? 

We make the decision to open or close the school in bad weather on a careful analysis of 

relevant factors; such as: 

 Information on road conditions from the transportation staff and from the 

Arkansas Department of Transportation.  We must give careful consideration to 

the most dangerous roads in the district.  Even if your road looks clear, travel 

elsewhere in the district may be dangerous.  Also, we must consider that some 

high school students drive to school. 

 Amount of snow and ice accumulated. 

 Whether precipitation is falling or expected. 

 Building conditions (such as whether we have electricity and heat) 

 Parking lot conditions. It takes time for the maintenance and custodial staff to 

clear school parking lots and sidewalks with the equipment we have available. 

 Temperature and wind chill.  Please remember that we have students who must 

wait outside for the bus. 



 Weather predictions.  We prefer not to make our decisions on weather predictions, 

which are not always accurate.  But sometimes this is unavoidable. 

 What other school districts are doing.  We also share information with other local 

districts and check whether they are opening or closing. 

 

 

WHO MAKES THE DECISION? 

As superintendent, I am responsible for the final decision, based on the above factors and 

recommendations from the transportation supervisor and bus drivers. 

 

HOW IS THE PUBLIC NOTIFIED? 

The quickest way is to sign up for enote notification on the district website. 

http://valley.k12.ar.us/)   Inclement weather cancellations are updated on the telephone 

message system; dial 429-9200 press 5. Cancellations are also posted on the District 

Facebook page. (Valley Springs School District)   The cancellations will be on local 

television and radio stations.  (Television Stations - KY3, KSPR, KOLR, KOZL27 and 

Radio Stations - 102.9 the Z, 96.1 KCWD and Q-Rock 100.7)   

 

WHEN IS THE DECISION MADE? 

The decision will be made as early as possible.   

 

LATE START AND EARLY DISMISSAL 

If weather conditions are expected to improve during the early morning, the start of 

school may be delayed until 10:00 am.  If school does not begin until 10:00 am, the 

cafeteria will be open at 7:30 am for parents who need to get to work.  Breakfast will be 

served at 7:45 am.  If weather conditions get worse during the school day, we may need 

to dismiss early.  We will get the information out to give parents adequate notice. 

 

DRIVER’S DISCRETION 

Although we do our absolute best in this process, we know that often no perfect decision 

exists. Based on current weather conditions, it is your decision if your child attends.  

Also, discourage teenagers from driving in bad conditions and offer them alternatives if 

weather conditions worsen.  Bus Drivers will use their discretion on running routes. 

 

We hope that this explanation helps everyone understand the process utilized to make the 

best possible decision for all in our district. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://valley.k12.ar.us/
https://www.facebook.com/Valley-Springs-School-District-277633959087804/

