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THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK 

Act II Questions 
!

Directions:  Answer the following questions after reading each scene.  Be sure to read the stage 
directions in each scene as well as the dialogue. !
Act II, Scene 1: !
1.  How long had the people in the secret annex been in hiding? !
 One year, five months, and 25 days !
2.  What did Mr. VanDaan do that made Mrs. VanDaan so upset? !
 He gave Miep Mrs. VanDaan’s fur coat and asked her to sell it and buy him  
 cigarettes with the money.  Mrs. VanDaan loved her fur coat. !!!
3.  Why did Margot feel “sudden foreboding” when Mr. Kraler wanted to speak privately with 

Mr. Frank? !
 She could tell that Mr. Kraler was not being honest about his reason for talking 
 to Mr. Frank, and she was worried. !!!
4.  What did Mr. Kraler say his reason was for wanting to talk to Mr. Frank, and how did that  
    contradict his real reason? !
 He said he wanted to go over papers with him, but he actually wanted to talk about 
 a man who worked in the store room.  The man had asked for a raise after asking  
 suspicious questions about Mr. Frank.  Mr. Kraler was afraid he might be trying to 
 use blackmail. !!
5.  Describe how Anne and Peter were getting along in this scene.    !
 They had a real talk for the first time since going into hiding.  Peter complimented her, 
 and they seemed to be getting along well. !



 

Act II, scene 2: !
1.  Describe what happened with Anne and Peter in this scene. !
 Anne and Peter were having a “date.”  They both got dressed up, and Anne went to  
            visit Peter in his room.  They talked, and when Anne left, Peter kissed her on the cheek. !!!
2.  How had Anne and Peter’s relationship grown and changed since they moved into the secret 
annex?  WHY do you think it had changed this way? !
 They had gone from arguing and teasing and fighting to being more like a boyfriend 
 and girlfriend. !
 Various answers !!!!
Act II, scene 3:  !
1.  What did Mr. VanDaan do at the beginning of this scene?  (Hint: Look in stage directions.) !
 He stole bread from the food cupboard !!!!
2.  What was Mrs. Frank’s reaction to Mr. VanDaan’s actions? !
 She was very angry and wanted the VanDaans to move out !!!!!
3.  What news did Miep bring to the group?  What was their reaction? !
 She told them the invasion had begun.  They were all very happy because they thought 
 the war would be ending soon. !!!



 

4.  Why did Mrs. Frank feel remorse after Miep delivered her news? !
 She felt guilty that she had gotten so angry and had said that the VanDaans should  
           leave. !!!!!
Act II, scene 4:  !
1.  Why was everyone so tense at the beginning of this scene? !
 The phone in the office below kept ringing.  Miep had not been there for three days.  It  
 was a Friday, and no one had come to work. !!!
2.  Describe the events that occurred at the end of this scene. !
 The Nazis came to the office building and broke down the door.  They gave the people 
 in the secret annex five minutes to pack some clothes, then they would be taken away.    
           Anne had to leave her diary behind. !!!
Act II, scene 5:  !
1.  In what year did this scene take place? 1945 !!
2.  Of all the occupants of the secret annex, who was the only one to survive? !
 Mr. Frank !
3.  Do you agree with Anne when she says, “In spite of everything, I still believe that people are 
really good at heart?”  Explain. !
 various answers !!!!!



 

!
4.  Does knowing that this was a true story make the play more meaningful to you?  Explain. !
 various answers !!!!!!!!!!!!
5.  “Irony” is when something is different or the opposite of what you might expect.  “Dramatic  
    irony” is when the audience knows something that the characters in the story do not.  How  
    does this play use dramatic irony? !
 From the start of the play, we know that Mr. Frank is the only one who will survive. 
 The “characters” do not know this, so it is ironic every time they talk about what they   
 will do after the war, what they are looking forward to, etc.  It is also ironic when Anne   
 talks about wanting to be a famous writer and wanting to “go on living even after her   
 death” because we know she DOES become a famous writer and her words have lived  
 on after her death. !!!!!!!!
6.  Why do you think Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett wrote this play?  What was their  
    purpose? !
 various answers


