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My favorite thing about school is: Dancing with my class

The book I like most is: Monkey Private Eye by Brian Selznick

The food I can't live without would be: Pancakes

I love learning about: Math

When I get older, I want to be: An Elementary Teacher

I am great at: Doing things with my BIG imagination

My hobbies/interests are: Wrestling with my brother & playing dolls with

my sister
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Jaycee Griesel-2nd Grade
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"Jaycee is special because she is always ready to lend a helping hand to others.
She even brings AR books from home to help classmates meet their AR goals.
Students can imitate the way Jaycee listens, finishes her work at school, and

goes above and beyond reading nightly." -Mrs. Huntington



West Elk's Library has expanded its inventory to include

Preschool content. A designated part of the library was

created with donations gathered from community

members and the Kansas State Library. Preschoolers visit

the library every Friday, excited to check out a book to

share with their family and return on Tuesday ready for

another. During these visits West Elk's Librarian, Heather

Kelly, takes the opportunity to have interactive story times

and familiarize the students with different types of books

as well as how to care for them properly. 

 

West Elk started this expansion with the focus of

developing stronger early literacy skills in Preschool

students. The district has also partnered with Howard City

Library by enrolling in a reading program, 1,000 Books

Before Kindergarten. Students who read a book at home,

with their teacher, or during library time earn a sticker to

put on their goal sheets. Every 100 books, they earn a free

book. The goal of this partnership is to foster the joy of

reading and increase comprehension ability in the children

before they enter Elementary School. 

Elementary students sent out packages filled with handmade
cards and letters to display their gratitude for active duty

soldiers and veterans. A packet was sent to two nursing homes
and the Robert J. Dole VA Medical Center located in Wichita, KS.

Large decorated posters were also given to veterans that are
West Elk staff.

 
The students sent an extra packet to Mrs. Andrew's daughter,

Kristin, who is an Army soldier currently stationed in
Washington. Her company responded with a picture showing

that they received the letters. The students enjoyed picking out
and seeing who was holding each of their cards that they had
created during the couple weeks of working on the project 
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