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Battle of the County
PANTHERS GEAR UP FOR THE BIG GAME

COACHES YOUNG & OLD GET READY

IEW HEADLINE

by Dominic Coelho
With the Battle for the County game quickly approaching, the senior
high football team only has one thing on their mind: winning.
The question on everyone’s mind is: How does the team look this year? “I think
the team looks good this year,” said tight end and middle linebacker, Vincent
Hurtado. “It looks like we can win as many ball games as we want to.”
His teammates agree.
“The team is looking good,” Zack Lawson, center and team leader said.
“We are fast and we can use that speed as an advantage.”
Quarterback and offensive captain, Brayden Jones, said, “The team
looks great this year! We have a lot of really fast skill guys and a talented offensive line.”
“The defense is stacked with a big front four and three linebackers that
can fly to the football and a secondary that can guard anybody in the state,” he
added.
All three agree that the first five minutes of the game are crucial.
“The goal for the team in the early minutes of every game is to play fast
with few to no mistakes and score as many touchdowns as possible and to stop
every drive on defense,” Jones said.
“We need to set the tone,” Lawson added. “Like Coach Starks always
says, ‘We got to come out and hit them in the mouth.’”
The Panthers plan to set the tone for the whole season also by setting
some major goals. Vincent, Lawson, and Jones all hope to at least make it to the
playoff game.
“My goal for the team is to have good sportsmanship, go undefeated,
and bring home a championship,” Vincent said.
“We’re not predicted to do very well,” Jones added, “but I think we can
surprise some people for sure.” He would like to see the team playing into November.

New Season, New Football Threads
by Brandon Moix
With the 2019 football season beginning and a huge rivalry game against
Perryville on the horizon, the Bigelow Panthers are debuting their new
uniforms. The new uniforms are black and white with a jersey and a pair of pants
of each color. When asked about the uniforms coach Luke Starks said that they
were “fortunate for the new uniforms… we’re excited with how they look and
feel.”
The uniforms drew inspiration from those of Texas A&M but with the Bigelow
team colors replacing A&M’s. There will be some special uniforms for important
games. The team will be sporting all black uniforms for the home opener against
Cedarville and the rivalry game at Perryville will be a white out.

by Jenna Starks and Allison Weaver
Bigelow isn’t Bigelow without football, and football isn’t football without coaches. This is never more obvious than during the “Battle of the County” rivalry game against Perryville High School.
Head coach, Luke Starks, is starting his third season of coaching but
first season in Bigelow. Coach Luke played four years of college football at
Arkansas Tech University after graduating from Bigelow High School in 2012.
Because of this, he is able to relate to both being on the field and standing
on the sideline during the rivalry game.
“They’re both pretty different. As a player the adrenaline rush is higher and more exciting. From a coach’s perspective, there’s more pressure to
succeed and do good,” Coach Luke said.
Though he has a different role this year, Coach Luke remembers the
rivalry of when he played, he said, “It’s definitely just as big and important to
the players, coaches and community, but I think it’s a lot different than it
used to be.”
Former head coach, Jeff Starks, is happy to pass the reins to his son.
“It’s a relief that the pressure is on someone else,” he said. Now he’s able to
sit back, relax, and call the plays.
In addition to the big senior high rivalry game, on Thursday, September 3rd, the seventh grade and junior high game will be held at Bigelow.
Coaches Jim Brown and Matt Mayo agree that the junior high win is just as
important as the senior high game though no trophy is involved.
Coach Brown, who’s been coaching for 33 years, said, “It’s our goal
to win every time we walk on the field, whether it’s junior high or senior
high.”
Coach Brown’s favorite thing about playing Perryville is how both
communities come out to support the teams. He has attended a Conway
playoff game, and says, “There have been more people at our rivalry game,
than their playoff game.”
Winning, as always, is the ultimate goal. Coach J. Starks loves everything about gameday, right up to kickoff, but has to admit winning is definitely the best part.
If the score isn’t on our side coach Mayo says he would “energize
and pump the team up on the sideline to encourage them to bounce back
with some adversity, hoping to see them play harder and faster.”
Although Perryville might not be the biggest threat on our schedule,
Coach Brown says it’s a new year filled with new competition, and we are
ready to face whatever they throw at us. Even though the boys aren’t as
good looking and in shape as Coach J. Starks was 28 years ago, when he
first started coaching, they are still ready to bring home the win.

Senior High Football Schedule

October 11

at Mt. Pine

September 6

October 18

Poyen

September 13 Cedarville

October 25

Magnet Cove

September 20 BYE WEEK

November 1

at Cutter Morning Star

September 27 at Quitman

November 8

Conway Christian

October 4

November 15

1st Round Playoff Game

at Perryville

England (Homecoming)

TWO TEAMS, ONE TROPHY
by John Evans
A rivalry for the ages… two schools battle for absolute dominance… and their names are;
BIGELOW and PERRYVILLE. The great rivalry is something that has always been in play it
seems. What could have started it: Romance, jealousy, or stone cold politics? Where ever
it originated from now no longer matters, as it
appears that everyone now has their own reasons.
Standing before us, a reason that the flames of
battle are being fanned, the ‘BATTLE of THE COUNTY’ trophy sits in a glowing display. The play for the
trophy has been a thing for the last eleven years, in
which we have held it up as victors for only four
individual times. Once again it's game time and
rival actions are being anticipated. Within the thirteen mile radius between the two schools allows
both to being susceptible to pranks, vandalism,
and all other things.
However, despite all this we are still able to
build great bonds with people from Perryville. In
fact two members of staff, Jeff Starks and Berry
Stane both have a spouse who came from Perryville. Not to mention our capabilities to come together in
times of strife and difficulty. The relationships we make between the schools can heal or further divide us, it is
our choice how we let them affect us. Yet still the rivalry will run strong. It continues on, like fights between younger and older siblings, from high
emotions during games and for many more reasons as the years go by. For now we must remember that we are all friends and live in the same
county together.

Panther Football: Fun for All?

Panthers Off to a Rocky Start

by Lilly Schichtl
We all know that Panther football is very important to our players and
coaches, but how does it affect other students and teachers?
“I have only gone to one pee wee game and that is it. I have no
thoughts on the matter whatsoever,” junior Jake Schichtl said. That said, he feels
differently about the pep rallies. “They are pretty alright. They can get really hot,
but I do enjoy them.”
For some people like Schichtl, the Battle of the County is just another
football game. For middle school math teacher, Caitlin Lee, the game brings a
“friendly rivalry” to her family.
After Lee graduated from Bigelow, her dad started coaching at Perryville. Since then, the competition has definitely changed.
“When I graduated, my dad actually hadn’t started working at Perryville
yet. So, our family was Panthers all the way,” Lee said. “Now, its split down the
middle, and you've got me on one side and them on the other. It’s nice to have
that friendly competition in the family.”
For Lee coming back as a teacher, the rivalry is a lot different too. She
tells me it’s a lot less pressure for her and she is excited to give back to her students.
“It is also good, as far as the competition goes, to come back and support the Panthers,” she said.

by Brandon Moix
With the 2019 season finally underway, the Panthers start 0-1. On Friday
night the Panthers kicked off the season on the road against Magazine.
The game started out close with both teams trading blows early. After
two turnovers the Panthers would close the gap to just 4 going into the half, but it
would only go downhill from there.
Magazine would dominate the second half, out scoring the Panthers 220, eventually winning the game 46-20. The Panthers played decently well in the
first half but completely collapsed in the second, will they be able to flip the script
in Week 2 versus county rival Perryville?

Bigelow Booster Club
by Landon Fulmer, Gracyn Patrick, Natalie Hester, & Alondra Rangel
Many of us have heard of the Bigelow Booster Club and their involvements with
tailgates, but not many of us know what it is and what they do. We interviewed
Heidi Wilson and Barry Stane to find out more about this club and tailgates. The
Booster Club raises money for the athletics program. They sell items like t-shirts
and jackets and the money goes straight to the athletics program. The Booster
Club throws a tailgate before “The Battle of The County.” Official times and dates
of future tailgates have not been announced.

2019 Bigelow Panther Football Teams
Junior High
1 Bennett Wilson
2 Carter Alexander
3 Gralynn Macon
5 Josiah Santiago
8 Bennett Johnson
10 Bobby Johnson
11 Brandt Tipton
12 Keaton Fowler
13 Dylan Moyer
22 Rhett Neumeier
23 Clinton Price
25 Chance Page
30 Hayden Price
39 Ethan Green
40 Aaron Cole
50 Cash McLelland
51 Brenden Hudspeth
55 Seth Hall
58 Bryon Patrick
60 Grant Gibson
62 Braydon Burton
64 Garland Shaw
65 Bryce Ring
66 Braydon Reynolds
70 Kaleb Seng
72 Truett Parker
75 Payton Lipsmeyer
77 Brannon Murberger
80 Angel Salazar
82 Evan Ragan
86 Hayden Wiles
88 James Moore

Senior High
2 Hunter Alexander
4 Cameron Keathley
5 Nic Orr
7 Keithlin Brown
8 Trevor Criswell
9 Caden Cass
11 Keenan Hobbs
12 Brayden Jones
13 Matthan Rhoads
15 John Jones
20 Lem Brown
23 Ricardo Rangel
30 Traeh Nipps
33 John Serna
40 London Mckinney
50 Sebastian Martinez
52 Jeremiah Story
54 Zack Lawson
55 Damion Hudson
57 Brandon Eddy
58 Kaden Terrell
62 Bryan Davidson
64 Joe Phillips
65 Ben Malone
68 Austin Young
70 Grant Morgan
72 Hayden Mckinney
74 Ben Harris
77 William Presnull
79 Max Jones
85 Dominic Coelho
88 Vincent Hurtado

Head Coach: Jim Brown
Assistant Coaches: Jeff Starks,
Matt Mayo, Luke Starks
Water Girls: Lily Johnson,
Bella Johnson, Briley Starks,
Lauren Wijerante,
Manager: Juan Nunez

Head Coach: Luke Starks
Assistant Coaches: Jeff Starks,
Jim Brown, Matt Mayo
Water Girls: Jazmine Mayo,
Madison Starks, Jenna Starks,
Lilly Schichtl
Managers: Brent Langston,
Landon Williams
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