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By Jenna Starks 
On Nov. 8, the seniors will participate in their very last football game as a 
Bigelow Panther. Six years ago, they stepped out onto the field to play their 
first game not realizing it would come to a close so soon.  
Looking back on past years, the seniors reminisce on their favorite memo-
ries. Water girl Madison Starks’ favorite memory involves last year's game at 
Cedarville. 
“It was raining really hard so the boys were waiting in the locker room and 
we were standing outside of it,” Starks recalls. “They had a big speaker play-
ing music and we were all dancing and laughing for like an hour and a 
half.” 
“My favorite memory is probably just winning a game. It’s exhilarating when 
we win. I loved beating Perryville last year,” Jazmine Mayo, water girl, said.  
Ricardo Rangel, kicker, said “I can’t really think of one, but anytime I go out 
there and play, those are good memories.” 
The seniors are going to miss many things, but what are they going to miss 
most? 
 “I’ll probably miss just playing, being in shape and the coaches,” Grant 
Morgan, defensive end, said.  
Linebacker, London McKinney said he’ll miss “Jimmy Brown” and just play-
ing in general.  
“I’m going to miss the teamwork and the feeling of family we have down at 
the fieldhouse. Also, the fun we have on Friday night playing against the 
other teams,” Ben Malone said.  
“Most of all playing the sport, I’ve been playing for a long time,” said 

Rangel. “Getting to go out and play the sport I like with all my teammates.”  
 Cheer Captain Savannah Williams said, “I’ll miss showing my school spirit and watching the boys play.”  

“The atmosphere of us all being there on Friday nights and all the community coming together and stuff,” said Starks. “I’m also gonna miss when 
everyone gets hyped up on the sidelines, when the cheerleaders, water girls, football players and coaches are all jumping around.” 

“I’m gonna miss the ‘water water’ call at timeouts and quarters from Coach Jeffery Starks, it’s the highlight of my year. I’ll miss Coach Brown, he’s 
just the MVP of everything,” Mayo said.  

While they will miss many things, not everything about football season is great. So what will the seniors not miss? 
Williams says she will not miss cheering on cold, rainy days.  
“I’m not going to miss running,” Morgan said.  
“I won’t miss the really, really hot and really long summer practices before school and the really, really cold football games in the fall,” Malone said. 
Rangel can agree with Malone, “I will not miss the summer practices. Those I don't really like, but they were there for a reason.” 
While the seniors are closing the panther football chapter of their lives, they still have the rest of the school year to finish. No matter what they do 

after high school, they will always be a Bigelow Panther. 

SUN SETS ON SENIOR FOOTBALL 
Senior football players, water girls & cheerleaders reflect on time at BHS 
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RUN, BABY! RUN! 
 
By Lilly Schichtl and Allison Weaver 
     Everyone loves some Panther football, taking all of the spotlight from 
the other early-fall sports. Our cross country runners deserve just as much 
or more glory from the Panther fans. The teams, with the direction of their 
coach, Chris Wilcox, run around 10 miles per week to prepare for their 
meets. In each meet, the races are 3.2 miles for senior high and 1.5 miles 
for junior high.  
     On Oct. 22, senior high runners Allison Weaver and Jeremiah Story, 
were among several BHS students who represented the school at the 
Quitman Ranch Run in Quitman, Ark. Story, with a personal record of 19 
minutes and 15 seconds, earned 25th place in the senior high boys race 
while Weaver’s time 
of 22 minutes and 10 
seconds won her sev-
enth place in the sen-
ior high girls race.  
     “The best part is I 
ain’t gotta worry 
about nothing, I’m just 
running and let my 
thoughts go away,” 
said Story. 
     Weaver adds, “I 
like how it’s an individ-
ual sport and the 
whole outcome of the 
race depends on 
yourself.”  At the con-
ference meet on Nov. 
4, Weaver placed fifth 
place, with a new 
personal record of 21 
minutes and 23 sec-
onds. 
Their last meet will be 
Saturday, Nov. 9.  
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THREE STUDENTS MAKE ALL-REGION CHOIR 
 
By Harley Carter and Gracyn Patrick 

Once a year, students all over the state of Arkansas have the oppor-
tunity to audition for All-State Choir.  Luckily for Bigelow High School, we had five 
high school students tryout: Madison Johnston, Anna Griffith, MyKenzie Atkinson, 
Rylee House and Sarah Bradke. Of the five, three made it: Johnston, House and 
Griffith.   

The five students traveled to May-
flower, Ark. on Oct. 19 to audition.  A 
combination of leaving their homes 
early enough to go to Mayflower to 
audition at 7 a.m., and a long wait 
time, made all of the students nerv-
ous.   
“I was trying to stay calm, I took so 
many deep breaths to not make my 
voice quiver while auditioning,” said 
Johnston. 
“I felt very nervous and felt like I was 
going to mess up when I audi-
tioned,” said House.  
"I felt like I was going to pee my 
pants, " said Atkinson.  
"I felt like I was nervous. I definitely 
psyched myself out a lot, " said  
Bradke.  
While all of them waited for a long 
time to audition, Griffith felt like that 

time prepared her.  
"I felt like I was more prepared than I 
thought I would be," said Griffith.  

The students practiced all different kinds of songs. There was “And With 
His Stripes, We Are Healed,” “Weep No More,” “Der Gang Zum Liebchen,” “Ain’t 
No Grave Can Hold My Body Down” and “The Unknown Region.” The songs 
selected for the audition are difficult for even the most experienced singer, 
however, the students only had to sing three of the five. 

“My favorite song that I had to sing was ‘And With His Stripes, We Are 
Healed.’” said Bradke. 

“Out of all the songs we had to sing, my favorite is ‘And With His Stripes, 
We are Healed,’”  agrees Griffith. 

Johnston and Atkinson liked the song "Weep No More. "  
But, House disagrees with all of them. "I liked the song Der Gang Zum 

Liebchen," she said. 
All-Region Choir workshops and concerts will be held in January. 
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BHS BAND: ONE BIG, HAPPY FAMILY 
 
By Haley Hurst and Harley Carter 

The Bigelow marching band works hard to make the halftime 
show one that you won't forget. We are all a family, and everyone in 
the band plays a different part figuratively and literally. Some of the 
people have been in the marching band since their 8th grade year, 
but, for some of them this is their first year. Chris Minette became the 
band director because of all of the good memories he had in high 
school with the band leaders who had so much love for the kids. Even 
Minette practices like the rest of the band.  

What do the band members think about the future of the 
band? Madison Johnston, section leader for percussion, believes in the 
band no matter what. Next year will be Johnston’s last year to march 
with the band.  

“I’m going to miss marching and miss the school” she said.  
On the other hand, Avery Mahan, section leader for saxo-

phones, is excited to not be marching after he graduates. He is ready 
to move on with his life.  

Practice is on everyone's mind as it takes a lot of it to master the 
music. Even the “Great Mahan” practices, admitting that he practices 
as much as he can. 

Now the band isn’t what everybody thinks it is. But the band is 
important just like football and cheerleading. The band is also a team. 
Because we have some wonderful people that participate in every 
event. 

Global Warming and Climate Change:  
Something To Be Worried About 

 
By Natalie Hester 
 Global warming and climate change are two major issues in today’s society. It is not just a temporary trend we should hop on for a few weeks and 
then move on. Everyone, not just students and teachers, should be working together to save our planet. If we do not start now there will be major conse-
quences for our actions and we will not be able to start over and try again. We should work harder, set goals and strive to be kinder to mother nature. 

According to NASA’s website, “Global warming is the long-
term heating of Earth’s climate system observed since the pre-
industrial period (between 1850 and 1900) due to human activities, 
primarily fossil fuel burning, which increases heat-trapping green-
house gas levels in Earth’s atmosphere. Climate change is a long-
term change in the average weather patterns that have come to 
define Earth’s local, regional and global climates.” Although most 
people use these terms interchangeably, they are two completely 
different things. 

There are many things at stake if we do not limit warming. 
Sea levels could rise as much as 19 inches by 2050. Heat waves and 
flooding will become more frequent around the world and affect 
hundreds of millions of people. The Arctic is warming faster than any-
where else in the world and an ice-free Arctic could become a real-
ity. 

Global climate change not only affects our earth but it also 
affects our wildlife. World Wildlife says, “As the earth continues to 
warm, crucial habitats may no longer be hospitable for certain ani-
mals or plants. This puts a variety of species at risk, depending on 
whether they can adapt or move.” Some animals that are being 
threatened are bumblebees, polar bears, giraffes and sea turtles. If 
we don’t act now there could be many more animals endangered 
by climate change. 

What can we, as students and teachers, do to help save the 
earth? We can start with our means of transportation. Carpooling, 
riding a bike, using public transportation and driving less are all ways 
we can reduce our carbon footprint. Next, we can be conscious of 
how we are using our electricity. Turning off the light when you leave a room, using long-lasting light bulbs and unplugging ever so often are some simple 
things we can all start doing. We can also be careful with our food, by not wasting it, only buying the necessities and growing our own gardens. Some other 
things we can do is reduce, reuse, and recycle, conserve water and shop wisely. We can also educate ourselves on other things we can do to help.  

What can our school do to help save our planet? For starters, we can become more informed and educate students on the issues at hand. We can 
start an environmental club or recycling club. We can calculate our school’s carbon footprint and find ways to reduce it. We can reduce waste and start 
composting. We should start having litterless lunches and participating in Waste Reduction Week. We could also spread the news and encourage other 
schools to do the same. There are many ways our school, the students and teachers can help save our planet before it’s too late. 

EVENTS SPICE UP FALL AT AWE 
 

By Emma Gifford 
While this news is not necessarily pertinent to our school, many of 

our students and employees have friends and family members who associ-
ate with Anne Watson Elementary.   

As we approach the holidays, AWE begins to celebrate in various 
ways up until Thanksgiving break. The Turkey Trot will take place on Nov. 15 
for our Kindergarten through sixth grade students and will cost $15.  

“I will be passing out medals and cheering on kiddos while they 
run the race,” said Kayde Spears, the Running Club sponsor.  

This event will be held on the elementary school campus and is 
used to promote the running club and leading a healthy lifestyle.  

The school will also be hosting a Thanksgiving lunch on Nov. 22 for 
the students and their families, where the preschoolers and kindergarten-
ers will put on their Thanksgiving play. They hope to show the students the 
importance of being thankful and supply the families with a fun way to 
celebrate.  

Jeff Gifford, the new dean of students at AWE said, “It is important 
to us that our students learn to have grateful hearts and we are proud to 
have a staff that sets that example for them.”   

These events that are scheduled for the fall will bring lots more fun 
into the school, with even more to come as we approach Christmas.  
 

STUDENTS HONOR VETERANS 
 
By Alondra Rangel 
 Every year for Veterans Day, teachers and students show their appre-
ciation to the veterans by participating in the performance and activities the 
teachers organize.  

For the past eight years, April Blackburn has been organizing a skit with 
her sixth-grade gifted and talented students for Veteran’s Day These students 
perform for the elementary and any local veterans who would like to watch.  

“It’s tradition,” said Blackburn. 
The skit is called America’s White Table. The students set a table as 

Blackburn reads a book. Everything that is set on the table represents some-
thing that is in honor of the veterans. The assembly will be Nov. 11, at 9 a.m. 
and 10 a.m. 

“We invite them in our community, any veteran, to come and watch 
and it just shows that our school district appreciates veterans,” said Blackburn 

Susan Carter, the choir director, will have the high school choir per-
form at the assembly at AWE. 

 On Nov. 8, the high school band and choir will also be performing at 
the Perry County Veterans Day Ceremony. The Bigelow band will be joining 
the Perryville band to perform in the ceremony for the veterans. 
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ART STUDENTS HEAD TO LITTLE ROCK 
 
By John Evans  

On Dec. 8, Bigelow High School students will travel to Little Rock to the 
Governor’s Mansion. These students will be joining 24 other high school stu-
dents for a reception showcasing trees with ornaments they’ve created for a 
Christmas tree inspired by the United Kingdom. This country, along with ten 
others, are countries that are involved in direct trade with Arkansas.  

The bus will leave the school at 11:45 a.m. and a staff member 
will  ride on the bus with the students. Art teacher Rebecca Edmisten, will be 
meeting the group at BHS as they arrive. There will be a photo opportunity 
with Gov. Asa Hutchinson and his wife around 1:15 p.m. for the students and 
the reception itself is from 1-4 p.m. It is estimated the group will be arriving 
around 1:00 p.m., touring the area with the decorated Christmas trees and 
should be finished between 2-2:30 p.m. They will arrive back at BHS by 3:30 
p.m., at the latest. 

This event is different from the Spring art competition that students 
from BHS have competed in before. 

NEW TECH AT BIGELOW HIGH SCHOOL 
 

by Megan Carter 
A new school year means new technology. When looking around 

Bigelow High you don’t see many things different, but if you look closer you 
will notice that there’s new tech all around the school. 

Jenifer Presnull, director of instructional technology, has been 
working on several new things for the school. When you get onto the 
school website the whole thing has been changed. The website was 
changed on Oct. 28. 

“Along with the new website we have an app and if you go to the 
app store and just search under East End School District you’ll find the 
app,” said Presnull. 

A new website and a new app aren’t the only new things the 
school has gotten. Three new Chromebook carts with 25 Chromebooks 
each were purchased. Two of the carts went to the elementary school 
and one cart stayed at the high school. New security cameras were also 
bought.  

BHS wasn’t the only place to get new tech. The elementary school 
also got new items other than the Chromebooks. They received a new in-
tercom system and access control. The high school is also working on get-
ting access control for more security. 

“They got access control so that the assistant in the office is able to 
press a button to allow people inside or deny them from coming inside,” 
said Presnull. 

Every three years the teachers receive new laptops. The school 
likes to make sure that the teachers have the most efficient and latest 
technology. The new laptops are supposed to better the students’ and 
teachers' time in class. 

NO CAP: BHS DEBUTS NEW DRESS CODE 
 

By Caitlyn Mayo 
When is comes to dress code at Bigelow High School some people 

don't have a say in what they can and can't wear. According to BHS Principal 
Heidi Wilson, the East End School District school board are the people that 
make the final decisions about dress code. Wilson said if she was in charge of 
dress code, she wouldn’t care what students wore, unless it was distracting or 
had profanity on it.  

In the past, school dress code was more conservative for the students, 
said Wilson. However, the dress code is more lenient now than then.  

In addition to a new dress code, students are now allowed to wear 
hats. “I want the students to have a voice and I want school to be a comforta-
ble place for kids,” Wilson says. 

SENIOR LOT PLANS STALLED 
 

By Donaven Pierce 
Over the last few years, seniors have wanted to paint their parking 

spots, but Bigelow High School has different priorities. The school does not have 
the funding to pave the front parking lot most seniors prefer. Past seniors have 
stated that they would not like to park in the side lot because they didn't want 
to walk across campus after their athletics. To pave the gravel lot, it is said to 
cost "Tens of thousands of dollars," according to principal Heidi Wilson, which 
the school doesn't have at this time. Perhaps at some point, the gravel lot will 
be paved, but at the moment our school does not plan to do that.  

WŚŽƚŽ�ďǇ�'ƌĂĐǇŶ�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ 
Motivational speaker, Nathan Harmon, spoke to students Nov. 5 about 
making good life choices and his own battle with drug and alcohol  
addiction. 
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BHS G.T. students traveled to Arkansas Tech University in Russellville Oct. 30 
to tour the campus and learn more about different opportunities at the 
college. 

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 

CLASSES RAISE FUNDS FOR FUTURE PROJECTS 
By Allison Weaver  

Class fundraisers are an important part of being a student at Bige-
low High School. Money from these fundraisers will pay for several things as 
students take their journey through high school.  

The seventh graders were inspired by last year’s eighth-grade class 
and decided to sell water bottles and flavor packets to kick off their class 
fundraising efforts. The eighth graders have an idea for this year but “aren’t 

sure if it is set and 
stone,” Anna Akridge, 
member of the  
student council said. 
Boo-grams have been 
a big hit for the fresh-
man class, vice presi-
dent, Taylor  
Winningham claims “it 
has been very suc-
cessful” and they plan 
to do something simi-
lar to it around Christ-
mas. In the past, the 
sophomore class has 
sold Valentine-grams 
and held two movies 
in the auditorium. 
Each year the tenth-
grade class gets the 

honor of holding the annual Winter Formal, so that will be one of the sopho-
more class fundraisers this year.  

Junior Class President, Elise Wilson is excited about their class fund-
raiser at Pizza Ranch in Conway on Nov. 4. They have raised money from a 
haunted hayride, Homecoming dance, powderpuff games and by 50/50 
raffles at football games.  

With the senior class graduating soon, they’re still debating whether 
they have enough money for everything or if they are in need of one last 
fundraiser. 

WŚŽƚŽ�ĨƌŽŵ�&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ 
:ƵŶŝŽƌƐ�ƚƌĂŝŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌ�Ăƚ�WŝǌǌĂ�ZĂŶĐŚ�ŝŶ��ŽŶǁĂǇ�ŽŶ�
DŽŶĚĂǇ͕�EŽǀ͘�ϰ 

YOUR LIFE SPEAKS 

RAIN, RAIN GO AWAY 
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KNOW YOUR CLASSMATES 
Name: John Wayne Evans 
Grade: 12th 
Instagram, Snapchat, or TikTok? 
Snapchat 
Eating or sleeping? Sleeping 
Do you know what you plan on 
doing after high school? Career? 
College? College 
What is your dream job? Getting 
paid to read. 
What is your favorite subject? Art 
Who is your favorite teacher and 
why? Mrs. Neumeier, because she 
sells snacks. 
What do you miss most about ele-
mentary school? Playground 
equipment. 
What is your favorite thing about 
BHS? Coffee cart 
What is your favorite school activi-
ty to do with your friends? Outside 
of school I don’t see a lot of my 
friends. 
How do you spend your free time? Reading and writing fanfiction. 
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KNOW YOUR TEACHER 
Name: Meghan Walton 
Subject and grade? English and journalism, 9-12th grade 
How long and where did you go to school for your degree? It took me 
nine years to get my bachelor's degree in English and journalism from 
the U of A in Fayetteville. I am currently working on my master's degree 
in education at Arkansas Tech. After two years of study, I graduate in 
May and I am so ready. 
Why did you become a teacher? I love kids and, as corny as it sounds, 
they are the future. I am all about trying to make a difference in the 
world and being a 
teacher is one way to 
do it. 
If you were not a 
teacher what would 
you choose to do in-
stead? Teaching is my 
dream job! However, I 
am contemplat-
ing going back to 
school in a few years 
and getting my mas-
ter's to teach GT or be 
a school librarian. 
What’s the best and 
worst thing about be-
ing a teacher? Best is 
watching a student's 
face light up when 
they finally "get" a concept I am 
teaching. Worst? Pay. For sure. Or maybe grading papers. 
Which grade group do you prefer and why? Such a hard choice! I love 
all my classes for different reasons. 
What is your favorite topic to teach in your subject? In my English clas-
ses, I really just like discussing the literature we read and all the different 
interpretations of it. In journalism, I like brainstorming story ideas with my 
students. 
What is your favorite Bigelow sport to watch? Well, I have only been 
here for a few months, but I really enjoyed watching the Bigelow/
Perryville football game. 
What is your favorite moment at Bigelow? The day we published the 
first edition of the Panther Press.  
How do you spend your free time? Any hobbies? Between teaching, 
grad school and my family, I do not have a lot of free time. I love hang-
ing out with my kids and husband though. I love doing crafts too. 
What is your favorite TV show? The Office. Though, I have been watch-
ing Schitt's Creek lately and I think it is hilarious.  
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Name: Laney Gifford 
Grade: 7th 
Instagram, Snapchat, or Tik-
Tok? Instagram 
Eating or sleeping? Sleeping 
Do you know what you plan 
on doing after high school? 
Career? College? I would like 
to work with animals. 
What is your dream job? A 
veterinarian. 
What is your favorite subject? 
My favorite subject is math. 
Who is your favorite teacher 
and why? Mrs. Starks, because 
she understand me really well. 
What do you miss most about elementary school? I miss recess very much. 
What is your favorite thing about BHS? More freedom and I get to play bas-
ketball. 
What is your favorite school activity to do with your friends? Going to bas-
ketball. 
How do you spend your free time? Riding horses and reading. 
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HALLOWEEN BOO CREW 
STUDENTS DRESS UP TO CELEBRATE 

�Ǉ�:ĂŵŝĞ�hŶĚĞƌǁŽŽĚ 

�ůů�ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ďǇ�>ĂŶĚŽŶ�&ƵůŵĞƌ 

&ƌŽŵ�ůĞŌ͖��Ăůůŝ�ǀĂŶ�ZŽƐƐƵŵ͕�>Ğǆŝ��ůůĞŶ�
ĂŶĚ�DĂĚŝƐŽŶ��ƵůůƵŵ� 

CRITTER COMICS 


