
Dear Families,

Learning about reading will be an important goal for your child this 
year.  We will work on this each day in school, but you have an 
important role to play at home, too!

Welcome to the Fast Start program!  Fast Start is a set of short poems 
and word play activities for you and your child to do together.  Each 
week a new poem and activity page will be sent home.

This is the Fast Start Routine:

1. Read to your child.
2. Read with your child.
3. Listen to your child read (or recite).
4. Do an activity.

Together we will help your child become a strong and successful 
reader!



What is Fast Start?

Fast Start is a simple, engaging way for 
teachers to involve families in their children’s 
initial steps toward becoming literate. It’s an 
at-home, parent-child reading routine for 
grades Pre-K-2, designed to improve 
childrens’ early literacy, word recognition, 
comprehension, and fluency abilities.

Padak, Nancy & Rasinski, Timothy. (2005). Fast Start for Early Readers. Scholastic. 

Padak, Nancy & Rasinski, Timothy. (2008). Fast Start Getting Ready to Read. Scholastic.







Nationally-renowned fluency expert Timothy Rasinski
discusses ways to help young children develop their reading 
fluency, word recognition, and overall comprehension.

Teacher Talks: Tim Rasinski
on Emergent Literacy

http://video.scholastic.com/services/player/bcpid1842760475?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAAFv844g~,BASb5BU03X_eIBnnf4N2avlw_27bwH8g&bctid=1471817194001
http://video.scholastic.com/services/player/bcpid1842760475?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAAFv844g~,BASb5BU03X_eIBnnf4N2avlw_27bwH8g&bctid=1471817194001


http://www.timrasinski.com/index.html
http://www.timrasinski.com/index.html


Exciting Fast Start News

The Journal of Educational Research published an article this 
year that included Fast Start data from K.R. Hanchey!

Mrs. Crosby, a Reading Interventionist Teacher at K.R. 
Hanchey, organized the collection of the Fast Start data & 
contributed to the article.

The article is entitled “A Three Year Study of a School-Based 
Parental Involvement Program in Early Literacy”.

The authors of the article are Sue Crosby, Nancy Padak, 
Timothy Rasinski, Nancy Padak and Kasim Yildirim.
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December 2013

https://www.kplctv.com/story/24158246/beuregard-parish-school-uses-ryhmes-to-help/
https://www.kplctv.com/story/24158246/beuregard-parish-school-uses-ryhmes-to-help/


Congratulations

Mrs. Sue Crosby, a Reading Interventionist

Teacher at K.R. Hanchey is once again a

published author!  She co-authored the

article “Family Involvement in Reading,

What Parents and Caregivers

Think”, with Fast Start creator,

Timothy Rasinski, Janis McTeer

& William Rupley.

March 2019




