
 

   PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

   
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Physical Science is a combination of the basic principles of  

                                                  Physics and Chemistry. 
                                   GRADING POLICY:  Missed work should be made up within 5 days of the excused absence.   

                                    HOMEWORK/LABS/BELLWORK                           = 50%                     A = 100-93  

                                       TESTS/QUIZZES                                                          = 25%                      B = 92-85 

                                    PARTICIPATION/NOTES/SUB ASSIGNMENTS   = 25%                      C = 84-75 

                                    Final Exam                                                                     = 1/7 of Final Grade    D = 74-67 

                                        Pre/Mid/Post Test                                                          = 0%                        F = 66-0 
                                       *No Name on any assignment or any assignment not turned in on time results in a “0”at my discretion. 

CLASSROOM POLICIES:  The physical science classroom is a strict, disciplined, and ordered class.  The students must follow 

strict safety rules while in the lab; as well as, strict rules of behavior in the class.  If a student becomes a safety hazard in the lab, 

he/she may not be allowed to participate in labs; which means they would have to do research articles/essays on the lab being taught to 

get the points they would lose; which could be strenuous due to the number of labs the students do during the year.  Right choices are 

essential to the order of the class and any infraction will be dealt with promptly and appropriately based on the choice the student 

makes.  Consequences will be assigned accordingly and appropriately.  Cell Phones are to be TURNED OFF during my class.  

Talking after the bell is strictly forbidden and will have consequences.  Teachers at DHS are required to teach bell-to-bell; which 

means if the majority of the students finish their activity or assignment before the end of the class and are talking and socializing, I am 

required to give them another assignment or activity.  This is not punishing the whole class; but following policy and maintaining 

order; as there is no free time in my class.  I encourage you to explain to your child that it is expressly forbidden to socialize while in 

the labs or class; as this could easily result in an accident and safety in the science labs is a must.  If the student is confident they have 

the correct answers, they should study their notes or read the chapter, or work on their homework assignments until time to switch to 

the next lab or end the labs for the day. Clean-up of the labs is required or they will not be allowed to participate in the labs.  I do not 

tolerate any disrespect, talking back or bad attitudes of any kind in my class.  If this occurs, I will not hesitate to punish them with 

lines, put them out of my class, write them up, or call the parent on the spot and have the student explain to the parent what I am 

having a problem with.  Please inform your child that this is my class and they are attending it for a grade.  You can check their 

progress anytime you wish by checking their grade sheet or going to Parent Command Center.  If you do not have Parent Command 

Center, I strongly recommend getting your log-in information from the counselors ASAP.  All labs are done in class and are usually 

more than one day activities. They have 5 days to make up work if the absence is excused.  If they missed an assignment, they also 

have 5 days if excused to make up the work, this does not mean if they missed the date we turned in work that they have five days, this 

is due the day they come back.  It is the students’ responsibility to check my website calendar when they missed class to see if they 

need any papers, assignments, labs, or to turn any of these in.  It is essential that they take responsibility and do the best they can, and 

ask for help when needed; as physical science, basic concepts of physics and chemistry (how the real world works); as well as 

geology, oceanography, meteorology, astronomy, earth science, etc.; which is covered during the year in physical science.  A basic 

study guide of the Final Exam questions will be accessible from my website, and is recommended they print it out early to get the 

answers as we go, and save a lot of work on their part finding the answers in March, on their own when I give them the Study Guide.  

It is very important that they pay attention when we go over chapter tests; as all of the questions on the final exam are selected from 

these chapter tests, word for word.  If a student is absent when homework, tests/quizzes, labs, and notes are handed out, they will need 

to see me after they check my websites calendar.  The students can access my class website at:  

https://app.oncoursesystems.com/school/webpage/467422; where they can download and print any homework/ labs, and NEED to 

check the calendar to see if anything was due the day they missed.  The physical science books are very expensive; therefore, students 

are not to share lockers; as they might lose the book they sign for.  Failing students will be given a credit recovery contract each 9 

weeks they fail.  I will require a working contact number as well as a working e-mail from each parent.  Students must know and be 

able to use Google Classroom; therefore they must know their school account information and be able to access it.  All tests, Bill Nye 

Quizzes, and Bellwork will be posted with a link in Google Classroom so students can make up missed work on-line. 

           THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE,  
 

                                                                                                             Herman W. Gray                                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                               Head of Science Dept.  

                                                 
 

               

       



https://app.oncoursesystems.com/school/webpage/467422


These 

safety 

glasses are 

cool 

Class Rules 

 No Talking In Class or Labs 

 No Horseplay In Class Or The Lab                                                                                                                          

 Do Not Socialize In The Class or The Lab 

 Do Not Touch Or Do Anything In The Lab Unless Instructed To Do So                     

 Follow Directions The First Time, Every time 

 Pay Attention  

 Participate In Class Discussions And Labs 

 No Disrespect Or Bad Attitudes For Any Reason 

 Students will not ignore the teacher and continue doing what they want to when told to stop a particular 
behavior. 

 O’s and/or Participation points taken off will be given for talking in class.  (Lunch Detention May Apply Also). 

 No cheating while checking papers in class:  Honor Code will be observed. 

 No copying papers or a 0 will be incurred:  Honor Code will be observed. 

 I care too much about you to allow you to cut up in my classroom; 
Therefore, there is no way I will allow you to stop someone else from learning.  

There is no way I will allow you to disrupt my classroom.  

There is no way I will allow you to stop me from teaching.  

Makeups 

1. Test:  You may stay after school, come from any hour except 4th, 1st lunch on Tuesdays, or any day at 2nd lunch, or Mega-Lunch days, 
or on-line from the link in Google Classroom. 

2. Video quiz:  You may take the quiz without watching the video (not recommended), or stay after school and watch the video and 
take the quiz, or watch the video online at home and take the quiz at school on Mega-Lunch days, or write a 1 full page essay on 
the title/concept of the video, or on-line from the link in Google Classroom. 

3. Labs:  You may get what you missed from your lab by discussion, or write a 1 full page essay on the back of the missing lab on the 
concept of the lab, or if applicable, come from another class to complete; if still set up. 

4. Bellwork can be made up on the lab computer/I-Pad/Kart/table in front of my desk on Mega-Lunch days, or on-line from the link in 
Google Classroom.  

5. Credit Recovery is offered to all students with a failing grade each 9 wks and can be done online. 

 Always check my website calendar to see if anything was due the day/days that were missed.  
 

Portfolio 

 Consists of all of your old Notes (Tabbed); which will be needed to study for the final exam and answer 
the final exam study guide and study guide notecards. 

Folder 

1. Complete Current Chapter Notes (Tabbed) in Notebook (completion grade) 
2. Current Homework/Labs 
3. Bellwork 
4. Course Syllabus (completion grade) 
5. Grade Sheet (completion grade) 
6. Study Guide Notecards (completion grade) 
7. Final Exam Study Guide (completion grade)   

Physical Science Website:  

https://app.oncoursesystems.com/school/webpage/467422 

 

  

  

                                                                                            

  
   

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________ 

 

Student Signature: ____________________________________________ 

I feel like such a 

dork with these 

safety glasses 

Don’t get 

me started 

. . . . 
Yea, but his 

jokes are so 

L-A-M-E!!!! 

Mr. Gray’s 

Science class is 

so much fun  

https://app.oncoursesystems.com/school/webpage/467422

