
Skills Worksheet 

Active Reading 

CH.3 SECTION 3: THE HYDROSPHERE AND BIOSPHERE 

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

Life exists on Earth because of several important factors. Life requires liquid water, 

temperatures between 10°C and 40°C, and a source of energy. The materials that organisms 

require must continually be cycled. Gravity allows a planet to maintain an atmosphere and 

to cycle materials. Suitable combinations of the things that organisms need to survive are 

found only in the biosphere. 

The biosphere is located near the Earth’s surface because most of the sunlight is 

available near the surface. Plants on land and in the oceans need sunlight to produce their 

food, and almost every other organism gets its food from plants and algae. Most of these 

algae float at the surface of the ocean. These tiny, free-floating, marine algae are known as 

phytoplankton. Except for bacteria that live at hydrothermal vents, most of the organisms 

that live deep in the ocean feed on dead plants and animals that drift down from the surface. 

IDENTIFYING MAIN IDEAS 

One reading skill is the ability to identify the main idea of a passage. The main idea is the main focus or 

key idea. Frequently, a main idea is accompanied by supporting information that offers detailed facts about 

main ideas. 

In the space provided, write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes each statement or best 

answers the question. 

 _____  1. Life requires 

 a. temperatures between 10°C and 40°C, electromagnetic radiation, and hydrothermal vents. 

 b. precipitation, sodium chloride, and phytoplankton. 

 c. liquid water, temperatures between 10°C and 40°C, and a source of energy. 

 d. gravity, algae, and bacteria. 

 _____  2. Where on Earth are conditions suitable to most life located? 

 a. in the mesosphere c. hydrothermal vents 

 b. in the biosphere  d. both (a) and (c) 

 _____  3. Phytoplankton are 

 a. bacteria. c. plants on land. 

 b. tiny marine algae. d. dead plants and animals. 



Active Reading continued 

In the space provided, write the letter of the description that best matches the term or phrase. 

 _____  4. Materials that organisms require need 

 _____  5. Plants need 

 _____  6. The biosphere needs 

 _____  7. Organisms (other than plants) need 

 _____  8. Most organisms that live deep in the ocean need 

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT 

Read each question and write the answer in the space provided. 

 9. Define biosphere. 

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

SEQUENCING INFORMATION 

One reading skill is the ability to sequence information, or to logically place item sor events in the order in 

which they occur. 

What is needed before the next thing can happen? Read each question and write the answer in the space 

provided. 

10. Before life can exist, it requires a source of energy, temperatures between 10ºC and 40ºC, 

and______________________. 

11. Before a planet can maintain an atmosphere and cycle materials, it must 

have.______________________ 

12. Before a plant can produce food, it requires______________________. 

13. Before most organisms (other than plants) can survive, they need to have plants 

and______________________to eat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 a. sunlight. 

 b. plants and algae. 

 c. to be near Earth’s surface. 

 d. to be continually cycled. 

 e. dead plants and animals. 


