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Holt Environmental Science 1 Economics, Policy, and the Future 

Skills Worksheet 

Active Reading 

Ch.21 Section 2: Environmental Policies in the United States 

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

Throughout the 1900s, U.S. citizens became more aware of environmental problems. 

Widespread crop disasters in the 1930s showed the country that poor farming practices 

were causing soil erosion and poverty. Policies to encourage soil conservation were 

adopted. People objected to living near smelly garbage dumps, so research on better 

methods of waste disposal began. The public began to complain about pollution. The first 

Earth Day, celebrated around the world in 1970, was a sign of widespread environmental 

awareness. In the same year, the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) was created. 

U.S. lawmakers have created many policies and federal agencies to manage 

environmental affairs. For example, the EPA enforces the Clean Air Act and the Clean 

Water Act. These acts set standards for acceptable levels of pollutants in air and water. The 

EPA uses regulations and economic incentives to encourage individuals and businesses to 

meet these standards. 

IDENTIFYING MAIN IDEAS 

One reading skill is the ability to identify the main idea of a passage. The main idea is the main focus or 

key idea. Frequently, a main idea is accompanied by supporting information that offers detailed facts about 

the main idea. 

In the space provided, write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes each statement or best 

answers each question. 

 _____  1. Throughout the 1900s, U.S. citizens 

 a. complained about pollution. 

 b. celebrated Earth Day. 

 c. experienced widespread crop disasters. 

 d. became more aware of environmental problems. 

 _____  2. What did the celebration of the first Earth Day signify? 

 a. the need for cleaner air and water 

 b. widespread interest in environmental issues 

 c. a movement toward government regulation of pollutants 

 d. the government’s concern with the environment 

 _____  3. What is the purpose of the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act? 

 a. to create better methods of waste disposal 

 b. to establish the Environmental Protection Agency 

 c. to set standards for acceptable levels of pollutants in air and water 

 d. to raise public awareness about environmental problems 
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Holt Environmental Science 2 Economics, Policy, and the Future 

Active Reading continued 

SEQUENCING INFORMATION 

One reading skill is the ability to sequence information, or to logically place items or events in the order in 

which they occur. 

Sequence the events below to show the order in which they occurred. Write “1” on the line in front of the 

first step, “2” on the line in front of the second step, and so on. 

 _____  4. the adoption of policies to encourage soil conservation 

 _____  5. the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency 

 _____  6. widespread public complaint about pollution 

 _____  7. widespread crop disasters in the United States 

 _____  8. the enforcement of the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act 

Read the following question and write the answer in the space provided. 

9.What two significant events relating to the environment occurred in 1970? 

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

RECOGNIZING CAUSE AND EFFECT 

One reading skill is the ability to recognize cause and effect. 

In the space provided, write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes the statement. 

 _____ 10. Research on better methods of waste disposal was prompted by 

 a. public complaints about the smell of garbage dumps. 

 b. recommendations from the Environmental Protection Agency. 

 c. policies created by U.S. lawmakers. 

 d. the passage of the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act. 

Read each question and write the answer in the space provided. 

11. How have U.S. lawmakers attempted to manage environmental affairs? 

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

12. How does the Environmental Protection Agency enforce the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act? 

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 

 

 


