
Minutes - October 13, 2022

 The Beauregard Parish School Board met in regular session Thursday, October 13, 2022, at 6:00 pm in
the Central Office Board Room.  Board members David Vidrine, Darrin Manuel, Ray Bowman, Garrett Greene,
Cassie Henry, Martha Jackson, Casey Jones, and Student Representative Kiley Jo Boone were present. 
Wesley Taylor, Kathy Bruner, and Nikki Weldon were absent. 

Timothy J. Cooley, Superintendent, was present and acted as secretary.

The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance were led by Sammy Smith. 
        

Mr. Vidrine stated that he would entertain a motion to adopt the agenda, as presented.  Upon motion of
Darrin Manuel, seconded by Casey Jones, board members voted to adopt the agenda, as presented. 

Upon motion of Casey Jones, seconded by Cassie Henry, board members voted to adopt the minutes of
the September 8, 2022, regular meeting of the Beauregard Parish School Board, as published in the official
journal.  Ray Bowman abstained from voting on this item.     

Next, Casey Jones offered a motion to adopt the minutes of the September 20, 2022, special meeting of
the Beauregard Parish School Board, as published in the official journal.  The motion to adopt the minutes of the
September 20, 2022, special meeting of the Beauregard Parish School Board, as published in the official journal
was seconded by Ray Bowman and approved upon voting

Before beginning the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Cooley recognized Kylie Jo Boone, Student
Representative to the Board, to present her report.  Ms. Boone began by stating that Dr. Cade Brumley,
Louisiana Superintendent of Education, had visited South Beauregard Elementary to discuss the state’s new
literacy initiatives.  Spirit-building activities are ongoing at several campuses in the parish and work has started
to rebuild the East Beauregard High School field house, which was destroyed by Hurricane Laura. STEM and
STEAM activities are being conducted at several schools. Homecoming activities are taking place at the parish
high schools, DeRidder and Leesville will compete for the Hooper Trophy for the 101st time on October 14, and
on Saturday, October 15, DeRidder High School Ambassadors in Blue will host their annual Marching Festival.
DeRidder will host a college and career fair on October 20.  Ms. Boone expressed appreciation to teachers for
taking learning out of the classroom, noting that educational field trips were planned by several schools. 

In lieu of the Fort Polk Garrison Commander’s report, Mr. Cooley summarized an education summit
meeting that had been held on the installation and streamed live to several bases.  Mr. Cooley expressed his
appreciation for the invitation and shared that he, Vernon Parish School Superintendent James Williams,
Colonel Sam Smith, and Tiffany Koch had served on the panel, during which participants were able to chat in
education-related questions. 

Board members were reminded to complete the annual, online Governmental Ethics training prior to
December 31, for one hour of training credit toward the 6 hours required each year.  Also, board members were
reminded that Campaign Finance Ethics (Disclosure)  training needs to be done online once per 4-year term,
and is also due by December 31, since the current board member terms will end on that date.  A printout of
each board member’s training hours for 2022 was provided in their folders. Outgoing board members were
reminded that they would still have to file a 2022 Tier 3 Financial Disclosure Statement by May 15, 2023, and
advised that Ms. Archer would contact each of them prior to that date. 

Mr. Cooley advised board members that all information and documentation requested by the IRS had
been submitted and that Randy Brown was assisting with the process of requesting abatement. Additional
information will be provided as it becomes available. 

According to Mr. Cooley, the October 1st Student Count showed an increase of two students from the
2021 numbers, from 5,709 to 5,711, the first increase in about three years. Mr. Cooley noted that the MFP
number could not be provided since it had not been validated by the Louisiana Department of Education.  

Board members were advised that October 10-14 was National School Lunch Week, National School
Bus Safety Week is October 17-21, and Red Ribbon Week, which encourages a drug-free lifestyle, will be from
October 24-31.  

Mr. Cooley asked Eddie Joslin to share an update on school safety in the parish.  Mr. Joslin began by
recounting the events of September 22, when an active shooter hoax was perpetrated at several schools in
Louisiana, including DeRidder High School. The event brought local law enforcement agencies, who responded
within minutes, but found no evidence of a shooter on campus. The response of law enforcement and school
staff highlighted the effectiveness of the preparations that have been made to deal with these types of
emergencies, while revealing areas in which there is room for improvement.  

Next, board members received an update on the Beauregard Parish Head Start Program, learning that
preparations are being made for an audit which is coming up soon. Parent orientation has been completed by all
families except two, but these will be completed prior to the audit.  Playground improvements are nearly
complete with research being done on different types of mulch to use under equipment to minimize the risk of
injuries and falls. All 74 seats have been filled except one and attendance is at 86%, which exceeds the program
goal of 85%.  Jane Hamilton had recently had an opportunity to attend training for Head Start Directors in
Grapevine, Texas.   

Next, Beauregard Parish Outstanding School Support Employees were recognized by the board.  Kari
Ifland summarized the program objectives, noting that without their efforts to transport students safely, assist
teachers, answer phones, serve nutritious meals, and keep the campuses safe and clean, schools could not
operate effectively.  The Beauregard Parish Elementary Outstanding Support Employee was Lynette Wilbur,
Custodian at East Beauregard Elementary, who was presented by Principal Mark Weldon.  The Beauregard
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Parish Middle School Outstanding Support Employee was Loretta Darbonne, South Beauregard Upper
Elementary Bookkeeper who was recognized by Principal Wesley Henry, and the Beauregard Parish High
School Outstanding Support Employee was Barbara Langston, DeRidder High School Paraprofessional, who
was presented by Sammy Smith, Principal.  Each of these honorees received a plaque in appreciation.  

For the next agenda item, “To recognize the Beauregard Parish Principal of the Year,” Mr. Cooley
presented Wesley Henry to board members as the Beauregard Parish Principal of the Year.  Board members
heard an overview of the LDOE-sponsored program, as well as a summary of Mr. Henry’s academic background
and professional accomplishments.  Board members learned that Mr. Henry was honored as a State Middle
School Principal of the Year Semi-Finalist, as well.  

Board members were asked to consider updates to the list of Beauregard Parish School District Tenure
Hearing Officers.  Mr. Cooley advised board members that in 2014, the board was mandated to create a list of
five persons, from which an individual might be called upon to handle any appeal proceedings arising from
tenure hearings.  Because of changes brought about by subsequent elections, pandemics, and natural
disasters, it was necessary to update this list. The list being presented consisted of Joe Green, Allen Parish
District Attorney; Jimmy Lestage, Beauregard Parish District Attorney; Michael Cassidy, Jeff Davis Parish
attorney; Mark Boyer, St. Martin Parish attorney; Terry Lambright, Vernon Parish District Attorney; and Alternate
Calvin “Woody” Woodruff, Vermilion Parish attorney.  After a brief discussion, upon motion of Darrin Manuel,
seconded by Cassie Henry, board members voted to approve updates to the list of Beauregard Parish School
District Tenure Hearing Officers.  

The next agenda item called for board members to consider revision of certain job descriptions.  Tammy
Crain advised board members that the technology job descriptions were suggested for revision this month.  As
with the previous set, board members were informed that the first page showed the proposed revisions, while
the second page showed the current job description with any wording suggested for deletion highlighted.  In
response to a question, Ms. Crain states that only two of the seven positions are unfilled: Audio/Visual Imaging
Technician and Technology Coordinator.  Upon motion of Garrett Greene, seconded by Casey Jones, board
members voted in favor of revision of certain job descriptions, as presented.  

Mr. Hollie spoke to board members regarding the next item, which was to consider fencing purchases for
parish schools, advising them that the fencing project will be presented at a later date after the projects have
been let out for bids. No action was taken on this item. A public comment card had been submitted, and Mr.
Vidrine reminded board members that school board policy limits public discussion to matters on which the board
will vote and encouraged the person who turned in the request to return when this item is again placed on the
agenda for consideration. 

The board heard a recommendation from the Finance Committee, a motion to approve emergency
replacement of the walk-in cooler/freezer at South Beauregard Upper Elementary.  In response to a question
about why ESSER funds were being used for this project, rather than Ad Valorem, Mr. Hollie explained that the
ESSER grant funds were moving beyond COVID mitigation and into areas that would enhance school safety,
such as food service improvements that would help to serve more students and limit the numbers of students in
the cafeteria at any one time. Upon voting, board members voted to approve emergency replacement of the
walk-in cooler/freezer at South Beauregard Upper Elementary.     

The final agenda item was a recommendation from the Building and Grounds Committee, a motion to
allow the City of DeRidder to construct a driveway/street from Bon Ami to South Pine Street for emergency use
only.  Mr. Cooley provided a map to see where the road would be placed and noted that it would come 5-10 feet
over onto Beauregard Parish School Board property. At the recommendation of the Beauregard Parish Clerk of
Court, according to Mr. Cooley, an agreement will be drafted and signed specifying when and under what
conditions this road may be used.  Upon voting, board members approved the motion to allow the City of
DeRidder to construct a driveway/street from Bon Ami to South Pine Street for emergency use only. 

Following the final agenda item, there was a brief discussion of whether the board might be violating its
own policy by not allowing public comment on an approved agenda item.  Mr. Vidrine reminded board members
that school board policy limits public discussion to matters on which the board will vote and encouraged the
person who turned in the public comment request to return when this item is again placed on the agenda for
consideration.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

_______________________________   _____________________________
Secretary President        


