
Minutes - November 10, 2022

 The Beauregard Parish School Board met in regular session Thursday, November 10, 2022, at
6:00 pm in the Central Office Board Room.  Board members David Vidrine, Darrin Manuel, Ray Bowman,
Kathy Bruner, Garrett Greene, Cassie Henry, Martha Jackson, Casey Jones, Nikki Weldon, and Student
Representative Kiley Jo Boone were present.  Wesley Taylor was absent. 

Timothy J. Cooley, Superintendent, was present and acted as secretary.

The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance were led by Roy Harris. 
        

After asking whether all board members had received an agenda, Mr. Vidrine stated that he would
entertain a motion to adopt the agenda, as presented.  Upon motion of Casey Jones, seconded by Darrin
Manuel, board members voted to adopt the agenda, as presented. 

Upon motion of Casey Jones, seconded by Cassie Henry, board members voted to adopt the
minutes of the October 13, 2022, regular meeting of the Beauregard Parish School Board, as published in
the official journal.  Kathy Bruner and Nikki Weldon abstained from voting on this item.     

Before beginning the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Cooley asked Kiley Jo Boone to share the
Student Representative Report.  Ms. Boone summarized many activities from the parish schools, including
a “Sudden Impact” activity at South Beauregard High School, during which sophomore students visited
trauma centers at hospitals to emphasize the consequences of poor decisions behind the wheel and to
encourage safe and healthy behaviors.  Several schools hosted Veterans’ Day and Grandparents’ Day
programs, holiday food drives are ongoing, and educational field trips have been scheduled.  Athletic
teams are transitioning to fall/winter sports, and some teams are in playoffs.  Also, schools across the
parish participated in “Read for the Record,” a nation-wide reading activity, featuring community leader
guest readers.  

Next, Colonel Sam Smith, Fort Polk Garrison Commander, spoke to board members, expressing
his appreciation for Mr. Cooley’s participation representing Beauregard Parish during a recent Education
Town Hall event.  Topics included curriculum, parent-teacher communication, teacher salary and hiring
processes.  Colonel Smith reminded board members that the base was once again available for
educational field trips by student groups. STEM activities are available covering a wide variety of areas and
students were invited to tour the installation and participate in activities.  

Mr. Cooley reminded board members that ethics training must be completed by December 31,
2022.  Board members completing the training online need to provide a copy of their certificate, so Ms.
Archer can get the training credited to their LSBA account. 

Board members were advised that American Education Week, November 14-18, 2022, was being
observed in all Beauregard Parish Schools. 

In conclusion, Mr. Cooley announced to board members that the state was finally going to provide
School Performance Scores and District Performance Scores during the coming week.  

The next agenda item was to receive the property insurance renewal presentation.  Butler
Bourgeois and Billy King with Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management, provided board members with a
printed booklet containing  detailed information regarding the premiums this year, noting that there was
about a 14% increase over last year. Mr. Bourgeois explained the way premiums had been affected by
carrier changes, and changes in the market brought about by natural disasters and economic conditions. 
In addition, Mr. Bourgeois stated that a detailed survey of all Beauregard Parish School Board properties
had been conducted and additional information collected concerning construction type, roofing material,
etc., which should encourage additional carriers to offer coverage. Board members were told that, while
the increase currently stands at around 14%, It was hoped that some additional carriers could be brought
on board that would get the increase down to around 10%.  Mr. Bourgeois explained that there was
mechanical breakdown coverage for large equipment, not related to routine maintenance issues, as well.  
There was a brief discussion of whether this presentation required approval, since it was not marked as an
action item for the board.  Ms. Carpenter reminded board members that by approving the agent RFP, the
board was giving the selected insurance broker the authority to seek the best price on insurance on our
behalf, noting that the premium itself did not necessarily require board approval. 

Moving on to the recommendations from the Finance Committee, board members approved the
following three motions without additional discussion:  

a. Motion to approve Change Order #2 for the Merryville High School New Administration and
Cafeteria Building as presented.  Kathy Bruner abstained from voting.  

b. Motion to approve additional Resource Officers.  Kathy Bruner abstained from voting. 
 

c. Motion to accept a Request for Proposals for Interactive Panels and Accessories from
Howard Technology Solutions for $171,063.08.  Kathy Bruner abstained from voting. 
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The final agenda item was to consider recommendations from the Policy Committee. Without
additional discussion, board members approved the following four policies:  

a. Motion to approve revision of policy File:JGC, Student Health Services and waive the
waiting period.  

b. Motion to approve revision of policy File:JGCE, Child Abuse and waive the waiting period.    

c. Motion to approve new policy File:JM, Student Voter Registration, and waive the waiting
period. 

d. Motion to approve new policy File:LEH, Patriotic Organizations, and waive the waiting
period.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

_______________________________   _____________________________
Secretary President        


