
Board Briefs 
A report of the Beauregard Parish School Board meeting 

 

 

The Beauregard Parish School Board met Thursday, September 10, 2020, with David Vidrine, 

President, District 3C, Darrin Manuel, vice president, District 4A, Martha Jackson, District 1, 

Casey Jones, District 2, Garrett Greene, District 3B, Cassie Henry, District 3D, Wesley Taylor, 

District 3E, Ray Bowman, District 4B, Nikki Weldon, District 5, and Student Representative 

Alternate Rachel Morvant present. 

 

Superintendent’s Report: Superintendent Cooley asked representatives from Cotton Global 

Disaster Solutions and the BPSB insurance adjuster to give reports on the progress in recovery and 

clean-up efforts on BPSB property. Stabilizing the environments through climate control and debris 

clean-up are the first priorities, which are underway at all facilities. Electricity has been restored to 

all school campuses except South Beauregard schools, Singer High School, the CLECO half of 

Merryville High School, and the CLECO half of DeRidder Junior High School. Generators and large 

circulation units have been set up at SB campuses by Cotton. CLECO is anticipating the restoration 

of power to MHS, SHS, and DJHS in the near future. A team of insurance adjustors is on site and 

will be going over each school campus. 

 Cotton was hired by the school system immediately after the hurricane through a Request for 

Quote process that included seven companies who were evaluated by the BPSB Superintendent, 

Assistant Superintendent, Board President, and legal advisors in an effort to begin the recovery 

process without delay and additional loss of property. He presented a photo deck of some of the 

damages at each of the BPSB properties. 

 Superintendent Cooley reported that employees of the school board have been working 

diligently since the hurricane. A group was able to empty all refrigerator and freezer items from 

cafeterias and donated food to the Red Cross. Maintenance workers have been on school campuses 

patching breaches in walls and ceilings, removing debris, etc. The finance department had checks 

ready in advance of the hurricane and got those out so employees would not miss a payday. Any 

delays experienced may be due to banks not being operational just after the hurricane. Central Office 

administrators have all been assigned tasks related to recovery, including documentation of damages, 

receipt and documentation of donations, clean-up and recovery of non-damaged items, assessment 

of needs like desks, computers, etc, to get schools up and running, along with working with the 

LDOE for time recovery, MFP issues, and the many extra requirements to get the school system 

fully operational once again. 
 

Bond Series 2020A: The school board approved a motion to provide for the issuance and sale of 

General Obligation School Refunding Bonds, Series 2020A, after hearing from Bonding Attorney 

Grant Schlueter. B1Bank has reduced the APR from 3.625% to 1.95%, which will save the taxpayers 

of Beauregard Parish $206,797.11 over the life of the bond. 

 

Finance: The board received a financial report from the previous month from Finance Director Lesia 

Casanovas. She stated that the administration, in conjunction with neighboring parishes, is 

requesting that the Legislature hold over the MFP count from October 1, 2019, for the parish 

considering the disaster situation. The Legislature has used this method in previous similar situations 

for other parishes. 

 



Emergency Resolution:  The board approved an emergency disaster resolution vesting the 

Superintendent with the authority to make decisions and enter into contracts and agreements 

pertaining to disaster recovery in the best interests of the school district and to make staffing 

decisions to meet the needs of the school system for the duration on the state of emergency in the 

parish without having to call a special board meeting each time. The Superintendent will make every 

effort to inform the board members of decisions, contracts, and agreements entered into under the 

authority of the resolution. 

 

Request for Proposals: The board approved a motion to issue Request for Proposals (RFP) for 

consulting and representation services for disaster recovery for the purposes of coordinating the 

effort among Central Office personnel, contractors, FEMA, and all other agencies involved in 

disaster recovery and to ensure complete documentation of all projects related to the disaster. 

 

Bids: The board approved a motion to go out for bids for permanent roof replacement on multiple 

school facilities and for the repair or replacement of AC units as necessary. 

 

Architects: The board appointed the following architects to assist in disaster recovery projects: 

David Moss Architects for East Beauregard campuses, Merryville High School, Singer High School, 

and all Central Office facilities, and Champeaux, Evans, and Hotard Architects for all DeRidder 

campuses and South Beauregard campuses. 

 


