
Board Briefs 
A report of the Beauregard Parish School Board meeting 

 

 

The Beauregard Parish School Board met Thursday, October 15, 2020, with David Vidrine, 

President, District 3C, Darrin Manuel, vice president, District 4A, Martha Jackson, District 1, 

Casey Jones, District 2, Kathy Bruner, District 3A, Garrett Greene, District 3B, Cassie Henry, 

District 3D, Wesley Taylor, District 3E, Ray Bowman, District 4B, Nikki Weldon, District 5, and 

Student Representative Brylee Cooley present. 

 

 

Superintendent’s Report: Superintendent Timothy Cooley reported that all schools in Beauregard 

Parish had power restored and students returned Thursday. Schools in Water Works District 3 were 

providing bottled water for students and staff while that district is under a boil advisory. He 

announced that the 2019-2020 ACT Composite score for graduating seniors was 18.8, one-tenth of 

a point down from the previous year and above the state average. He stated that maintaining a 

composite score within close range of the previous year was commendable considering all of the 

issues schools and students faced last spring. He said that the October 1 student count was down by 

59 students from the previous year, but was encouraged that the number was higher than expected 

due to the tumultuous start of the school year for the parish. 
 

Principal of the Year: Pam March, principal of G.W. Carver Elementary, was honored as the 2020-

2021 Beauregard Parish Elementary Principal of the Year. The LDOE sponsors the Outstanding 

Principal of the Year program to honor the state’s most exceptional school administrators.  

 

Teacher of the Year: The Outstanding Teacher of the Year program is sponsored annually by the 

LDOE to recognize those teachers who are committed to student success and who demonstrate 

excellence in their field. Ms. Cassie Thompson of East Beauregard Elementary was presented by her 

principal Mr. Mark Weldon as the 2020-2021 Beauregard Parish Elementary Teacher of the Year 

and as a State Semi-Finalist who was chosen among the top eight elementary teachers in Louisiana 

for that honor. Ms. Crystal Underbakke of East Beauregard High School was presented by her 

principal Mr. Jeffrey Odom as the 2020-2021 Beauregard Parish Middle School Teacher of the Year. 

Ms. Angela Stout of DeRidder High School was presented by her assistant principal Ms. Cassidy 

Hickingbottom as the 2020-2021 Beauregard Parish High School Teacher of the Year. Each teacher 

was presented a plaque by Superintendent Cooley and the School Board. 

 

Pupil Progression Plan:  The board approved changes to the 2020-2021 Pupil Progression Plan that 

include giving the Superintendent the right to deny foreign exchange student applications due to 

unforeseen circumstance, explanations of how class rank will be determined for the Class of 2021-

2022 and beyond due to the addition of the 5-point scale and the use of quality points to determine 

academic awards, changes to graduation procedures requiring seniors to take English IV for a full 

year regardless of the student’s Dual Enrollment Status for one semester, changes to rules regarding 

Credit Recovery, adding an NCAA policy, and clarification to the number of Beauregard Virtual 

Courses for new credit beyond the normal course load allowable each school year and during 

summers. A copy of the revised plan is available at the Central Office, at each school, and online at 

www.beau.k12.la.us. 

 



 

Rescinding Emergency Declaration: The board voted to rescind the Health Emergency Declaration 

related to COVID 19 which was approved in the spring. 

 

School Calendar Revisions: The board voted to revise the four-day and five-day school calendars 

with changes submitted by the Calendar Committee to make up days missed due to both hurricanes. 

Some dates that were previously approved as school holidays will now be virtual classroom days for 

teachers and students and others will be face-to-face days. For the fall semester all schools will meet 

face-to face on November 2 and virtually for November 3, 11, 23-24 and December 21-22. For the 

spring semester, five days schools will meet face-to-face on February 12 and all schools will meet 

face-to-face on February 17-19. All schools will meet virtually on January 15 and March 29-30. The 

end of school for five-day schedules: last day for seniors May 13, last day for students May 27, and 

last day for teachers May 28. The end of school for four-day schedules: last day for seniors May 12, 

last day for students May 26, and last day for teachers May 27. Updated calendar lists will be posted 

on the BPSB website. 

 

 


