
Board Briefs 
A report of the Beauregard Parish School Board meeting 

 

 

The Beauregard Parish School Board met Thursday, May 13, 2021, with David Vidrine, President, 

District 3C, Darrin Manuel, Vice President, District 4A, Martha Jackson, District 1, Kathy Bruner, 

District 3A, Garrett Greene, District 3B, Cassie Henry, District 3D, Wesley Taylor, District 3E, 

Ray Bowman, District 4B, and Nikki Weldon, District 5 present, and Kynlee Farris, student 

representative, present. 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  In recognition of National Nurses Week and Louisiana Nurses Day, the 

Beauregard Parish School Board, Superintendent Timothy Cooley, and Supervisor Eddie Joslin 

honored the ten Registered Nurses (RN) who care for the students and staff of Beauregard schools 

each day. These ten RNs include Andrea Ferguson, School Nursing Coordinator and nurse at DHS, 

April Connelly (DJHS), Sonya Cook and Natalie Redditt (SB schools), Lacey Duncan (MHS), Dana 

Primeaux (PWE), Emily Reeves (SHS), Tessa Simmons, (EB schools), Trisha Strother (CE/BAP), 

and Melissa Warner (KRH).  

Superintendent Cooley gave each board member a copy of Beauregard Students Write and 

let them know that copies had been delivered to each school to distribute to students and participating 

teachers. 

Fort Polk Progress chairperson Rick Allen presented Superintendent Timothy Cooley with a 

grant for $18,0000 to help with the cost of the new district and school websites and to enhance 

communication with the public through the Public Information Department. Timely communication 

is an essential component of effective community relations, and keeping stakeholders, including 

military families, informed and meaningfully engaged is a priority for the school system. This is the 

second year that BPSB has received a grant from FPP to support our schools. Fort Polk Progress is 

a regional organization focused on coordinating the efforts of local communities, the State of 

Louisiana, and the Louisiana Congressional delegation on supporting the Army, the mission at Fort 

Polk, and the quality of life for soldiers and families stationed in Louisiana. 

Curriculum Director Kim Hayes gave the board an update on plans for the ESSER II and 

ESSER III funding that will be allocated to the Beauregard Parish school system. These federal funds 

are part of the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act of 

December 2020 and the American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 

(APR ESSER) Fund for the ARP Act of 2021. Each Local Education Agency (LEA) must reserve 

at least 20% of the funds to address learning loss through the implementation of evidence-based 

interventions. The remaining funds may be used for such needs as interventions for the academic, 

social and emotional needs of students, repairing and improving school facilities to reduce the risk 

of virus transmission and improving indoor air quality, purchasing educational technology to aid in 

regular and substantive interaction between students and instructors, and provide mental health 

services and supports.  The funds are designed to help mitigate learning loss among students 

disproportionately affected by the coronavirus and school closures and to re-open and sustain the 

safe operations of schools. Each LEA must submit a plan to the State Department of Education that 

meets the specific requirements of each funding source and have that plan approved before funds 

will be disbursed. Beauregard Parish administrators have focused on funding summer learning for 

the next four summers as part of the proposed plan in compliance with the requirement to focus on 

mitigating learning loss. The plan also includes funds to hire professional counselors and social 

workers to address the social and emotional needs of students, to invest in technology needed to 



support and maintain continuity of services, to enhance services for English learners, to promote 

recruitment and retaining of staff, to train faculty and staff, to purchase equipment for improved air 

quality and security, as well as projects at each school that will meet the needs of students like 

outdoor seating and outdoor space for learning opportunities. Plans must still be approved before the 

school system will receive any funds. 

 

Fiscal Agent Agreement: The board approved the fiscal agent agreement that will be used between 

the BPSB and fiscal agents with public depositing authority FYE 2022 in accordance with La. R.S. 

39:1213. The board will allocate available funds to be divided among the six local banks with home 

offices in the parish.  

 

Industrial Tax Exemption Requests: The board approved two Industrial Tax Exemption requests 

from PCE at 80% exemption from parish ad valorem taxes for PCA #20190497-ITE for boiler and 

paper machine improvements and for PCE #20170498-ITE for the purchase and installation of a 

new pulp turpentine system. The school board along with other local governmental entities consent 

to terms of exemption by resolutions which are attached to the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement 

between the State of Louisiana, the Louisiana Department of Economic Development and PCE. 

 

South Beauregard Projects: The board approved a recommendation by the Building and Grounds 

Committee to authorize Champeaux, Evans, and Hotard and their engineers to proceed with the 

design and engineering of the buildings and systems including modifications and upgrades related 

to storm damages, code compliance, hazard mitigation, and other requested items at the South 

Beauregard Upper Elementary and South Beauregard High School campuses. Work may be fully or 

partially funded or reimbursed by insurance, FEMA, or may be paid by the board if outside the 

guidelines of FEMA or insurance.   

 

Long Range Planning Committee:  The board voted to set June 7, 2021, at 4:00 p.m. as the first 

meeting of the Long Range Planning Committee. 

 

 

 

 


