
Board Briefs 
A report of the Beauregard Parish School Board meeting 

 

 

The Beauregard Parish School Board met Monday, March 14, 2022, with David Vidrine, President, 

District 3C, Darrin Manuel, Vice President, District 4A, Martha Jackson, District 1, Casey Jones, 

District 2, Garrett Greene, District 3B, Cassie Henry, District 3D, Wesley Taylor, District 3E, Ray 

Bowman, District 4B, Nikki Weldon, District 5, and Sierra Blackmon, Student Representative 

alternate, present. 

 

Superintendent’s Report: Superintendent Timothy Cooley invited Tiffany Koch, School Liaison 

at Fort Polk, to give a report on the activities at the base. She recapped the visit from Col. Sam Smith, 

Garrison Commander, to the JROTC programs at South Beauregard High School and DeRidder 

High School on March 10, 2022, as well as four school visits to DeRidder Junior High School, Pine 

Wood Elementary, Carver Elementary, and K.R. Hanchey Elementary. She stated that the 

installation has recently completed a Legislative Review that showed the top three concerns for 

soldiers were housing, education, and employment for spouses. She stated that the Garrison 

Commander’s visit to Beauregard schools was pertinent at this time because he is able to attest to 

the good relationship between the base and our schools. In addition, she stated that Beauregard Parish 

schools have a good track record in hiring spouses of Fort Polk soldiers, which is part of the positive 

relationship shared between the base and the community. 

 Superintendent Cooley announced the renewal of the standard two-year contract for Cassady 

Hickingbottom, Assistant Principal of DeRidder High School. 

 He announced that Steely Jordan of South Beauregard Upper Elementary has been named 

the Region III Elementary Student of the Year and will participate in the state program in April. 

Rebecca Hollie, Assistant Principal at SBUE, spoke to the board about Steely’s accomplishments, 

sharing that, since last month she has learned that she is having a book written about her, her rodeo 

involvement, and her horses. “Steely is just that kind of amazing,” said Hollie. 

 

Louisiana Assistant Principal of the Year:  Cassady Hickingbottom of DeRidder High School has 

been named the Louisiana Assistant Principal of the Year. Joe David, Executive Director of the 

Louisiana Principals Association, and Rae Addison of Horace Mann Insurance were on hand to 

present her a plaque, a check, and a certificate for her accomplishment. She was also presented a 

plaque on behalf of the Beauregard Parish School Board and Superintendent Cooley.  
 

Financial Report: Ashley Carpenter, Finance Director, reported to the board that she will be 

including a budget revision due to increased costs in materials and supplies and that she is carefully 

watching line items that are being affected by price increases.  

 The board also discussed issues with insurance reimbursements for hurricane projects. The 

board has received an initial payment from the insurance company, has provided all documentation 

requested to date, but has yet to receive any additional insurance payments. This delay is affecting 

FEMA reimbursements since some of those funds are interrelated. A bi-monthly meeting with the 

insurance adjuster, insurance agent, FEMA representative, Assistant Superintendent Marlin Ramsey, 

and Finance Director Ashley Carpenter are held every other Thursday to address issues related to 

hurricane recovery. It was decided that the board members would be invited to attend these meetings. 

 Mr. Ramsey gave a brief update on projects that are ongoing with hurricane recovery, stating 

that the South Beauregard stadium and the East Beauregard field house projects are in the architects’ 



hands and will be going out for bids soon. He stated that there are several projects in different stages 

of repair at several schools that might require some funding from other sources to complete. Mr. 

Vidrine reminded the board that it had already approved certain funds to be utilized if needed to 

complete hurricane recovery projects. He suggested that these discussions be referred to the Finance 

Committee for the next Committee meeting. 

 

Discipline Policy: The Discipline Policy committee met in February to make recommendations to 

the board. The board approved the recommendation to remove the color restrictions on belts 

provided that the belts are school-appropriate for the school uniform dress code. No other 

recommendation to the discipline policy or to the uniform dress code policy were made. 

 

2022-2023 School Calendars: The board approved the 2022-2023 school calendars which follow 

the same format as the current calendars with one adjustment to the fall parent-teacher meeting date 

to include 6th-12th grade students meeting virtually on that day. A summary of the calendars follows: 

2022-2023 School Calendar Dates Four-day Schools Five-day Schools 

   

Staff Development August 1-2, 5 August 4-5, 8-9 

Students Report August 3 August 10 

Labor Day Holiday September 5 September 5 

Fair Day Holiday October 7 October 7 

Parent Teacher Conference Day  

1st- 5th grades (6th- 12th virtual) 

October 14 October 14 

Veterans Day Holiday November 11 November 11 

Thanksgiving Holiday November 21-25 November 21-25 

Winter Break December 19-January 3 December 19-January 3 

Staff Development Day January 4 January 4 

Parent Teacher Conference Day 

 1st- 12th grades 

January 13 January 13 

MLK Day Holiday January 16 January 16 

Mardi Gras Holiday February 20-24 February 20-24 

Staff Development ---- March 17 

Spring Break April 7-14 April 7-14 

Last Day for Students May 25 May 25 

Last Day for Teachers May 26 May 26 

 

Bids for new school and classroom wing: The board voted to approve advertising for bid for the 

new elementary school in DeRidder. Board members discussed that the anticipated cost of the 

proposed school with increased costs for materials and labor could constitute a large percentage of 

the remaining bond funds but that Phase I projects were promised to be funded before moving on to 

projects in other phases when the voters were presented the bond proposal. The board voted to 

approve advertising for bid for a new classroom wing at East Beauregard Elementary. Both projects 

are listed in Phase I of the 2019 Bond Proposal.  

 

Board meeting in April: The board voted to hold the April Committee Meetings on Thursday, April 

7, 2022, and the Regular Board Meeting on Monday, April 11, 2022, to avoid a conflict with the 

Central Office being closed for Easter/Spring Break. Both meetings will begin at 6 p.m. 


