
Board Briefs 
A report of the Beauregard Parish School Board meeting 

 

 

 

The Beauregard Parish School Board met Thursday, December 9, 2021, with David Vidrine, 

President, District 3C, Darrin Manuel, vice president, District 4A, Martha Jackson, District 1, 

Casey Jones, District 2, Kathy Bruner, District 3A, Garrett Greene, District 3B, Cassie Henry, 

District 3D, Ray Bowman, District 4B, Nikki Weldon, District 5, and Student Representative 

Kynlee Farris present. 

 

 

Superintendent’s Report: Superintendent Cooley reminded the board to vote Saturday, December 

11, stating that the Beauregard Parish School Board millage continuation for maintaining and 

operating schools is on the ballot. 

He announced the winners of the Superintendent’s Holiday Greeting Card Art Contest. They 

include Eva Perry of Merryville High School (first place) with her submission “Away in a Manger;” 

Karsten Treme of South Beauregard High School (first place) with her submission “Serene View;” 

Grace Oliver of South Beauregard High School (honorable mention) with her submission “Hard 

Work at Santa Land;” Madelynn Smith of Singer High School (honorable mention) with her 

submission “Angel of Peace;” and Khloe O’Neal of Singer High School (honorable mention) with 

her submission “Winter Peace.” Students submitted original works of art based on the theme “Peace 

on Earth.” Art teachers at these schools are Jill Storer, SHS and MHS, and Katy Frusha, SBHS. First 

place winners’ cards are used as the official Holiday Card from the Superintendent and sent across 

the state. 

 He stated that the Beauregard News, the official journal of the School Board, will change its 

once-a-week publication schedule from Saturdays to Fridays beginning January 7, 2022. 

Student Representative Kynlee Farris shared about holiday activities at the schools.  
 

Finance Report: Finance Director Ashley Carpenter presented the regular financial reports and a 

report on insurance funds, which were received by the board. 

 

Redistricting: Dr. Bill Blair, demographer for the Louisiana Legislature, will be working with 

Beauregard Parish redistricting efforts, as he has done for the past two decades. He explained to the 

board that, according to the 2020 Census numbers, each of the ten school board districts must have 

an ideal constituency of 3,655 with flexibility of 5% above or below that number. Redistricting 

requires for the redrawing of districts according to these numbers. Seven of the ten school board 

districts do not meet this requirement because of population shift in the parish. The process of 

redistricting is deciding how to draw the new lines to meet the requirements of the law. The board 

agreed to meet with Blair on December 28 to discuss redrawing the lines. Blair requested to meet 

with each member individually to understand their priorities before he creates the first draft of the 

new map. In the redrawing, he stated that precincts can be split between only two districts and the 

split has to be on a visible boundary line. In addition, under Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, the 

parish must maintain one minority-majority district, currently District 3A, which will require some 

movement of those lines due to a decrease in population according to Census numbers. Since 

qualifying of School Board elections is in July of 2022, the map has to be approved no later than 

June; however, because so many factors are involved both before and after the new districts are 



drawn, he recommended the board complete the process by April 2022 to ensure that state and local 

officials have enough time to implement the new map. 

 

Merryville Alumni Association Agreement: The Board voted to approve a lease agreement with 

Merryville Alumni Association to use a house on the MHS campus, which has not been occupied 

for several years, to have their meetings at the building and display memorabilia, pending terms and 

conditions as needed from legal counsel. 

 

Liquidation of Fixed Assets: The board voted to liquidate a bus that was involved in an accident. 

 

Policy Adoptions: The board voted to adopt File: JBCE, Public School Choice after completion of 

the waiting period. 


