
Minutes - August 11, 2022

The Beauregard Parish School Board met in regular session Thursday, August 11, 2022, at 6:00 pm in
the Central Office Board Room.  Board members David Vidrine, Ray Bowman, Kathy Bruner, Cassie Henry,
Wesley Taylor, Martha Jackson, Casey Jones, and Nikki Weldon were present.  Garrett Greene, Darrin
Manuel, and Student Representative Kiley Jo Boone were absent.

Timothy J. Cooley, Superintendent, was present and acted as secretary.

The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance were led by Jennifer Stark. 
        

David Vidrine called board members’ attention to a typographical error on the agenda, which skipped
#7 in the numbering of items, noting that it would not change the content of the agenda.  Upon motion of Casey
Jones, seconded by Martha Jackson, board members voted to adopt the agenda, as presented.     

Upon motion of Casey Jones, seconded by Martha Jackson, board members voted to adopt the
minutes of the July 14, 2022, regular meeting of the Beauregard Parish School Board, as published in the
official journal. Wesley Taylor abstained from voting.  

Upon motion of Wesley Taylor, seconded by Martha Jackson, board members voted to adopt the
minutes of the July 21, 2022, special meeting of the Beauregard Parish School Board, as published in the
official journal. Cassie Henry, Casey Jones, and Kathy Bruner abstained from voting on this item.  

Before Mr. Cooley delivered the Superintendent’s Report, Larry Hollie advised board members that
Kiley Jo Boone could not be present and had requested that he deliver her Student Representative report. Mr.
Hollie stated that Ms. Boone had reported that Pine Wood Elementary’s open house had been held
successfully.  Also, schools were underway across the parish, and although students at South Beauregard
High School were a little disappointed that the air conditioners were still under repair, there was much
appreciation for the portable units that had been brought in to help with cooling until the repairs on the main
system could be completed.   

Mr. Cooley recognized Tiffany Koch, Fort Polk School Liaison, who began by stating that Fort Polk was
again accepting requests for school field trips to the installation, noting that there were opportunities for field
trips to the Star Base STEAM Center, medical field trips to include trauma simulations, and that the museum
on post was being revamped.  According to Ms. Koch, the “State of the JRTC and Fort Polk” event being
planned this year will take attendees out into the actual training area.  Ms. Koch explained that Garrison
Commander Sam Smith could not be present because he was serving on a team from Fort Polk who toured
other facilities to provide information about the benefits of being stationed at the base, to encourage service
members to request assignment to Fort Polk as a duty station.  Ms. Koch stated that the most often requested
information concerned jobs for spouses in the medical field and education. 

Mr. Cooley noted that there had been several recent changes in school and central office
administration, as follows: Roy Harris will serve as the new principal, and Ashley Marcantel will be the new
assistant principal, at Singer High School; Harry Hooker has become the principal at the Beauregard
Alternative Program; at Carver Elementary, P. J. Crowe is serving as the “acting” principal and Andrew
Duplechin is serving at the “acting” assistant principal, Sammy Smith has been named the new principal at
DeRidder High School, with Carmen Wingate and Kara Wynn serving as DHS assistant principals. Schools are
off to a positive start across the parish, according to Mr. Cooley.  

Next, Mr. Cooley asked Jane Hamilton to deliver an update on the Beauregard Parish Head Start
program.  Ms. Hamilton began by stating that Head Start requires the governing board and policy council to
provide training and information, and the material being presented would satisfy a portion of the training
requirement.  Board members were advised that the program was receiving a quality improvement grant in
conjunction with a COLA (Cost of Living Adjustment) grant to provide improvements in operation and increase
staff retention.  Another grant to promote outdoor learning has been awarded through the Volunteers of
America, and equipment has been delivered to both schools. Ms. Hamilton reviewed several recent staff
changes, and described pre-planning for monitoring visits happening during this school year.  Parent
orientation has been held, as has the annual “meet and greet,” and required home visits are currently taking
place. All seats have been filled, except for one and that seat is potentially filled pending receipt of one
additional eligibility document.    

Mr. Cooley informed board members that the requested tolling agreement from the insurance company
to ensure that they continue to provide the services that we require was received and has been given to the
board’s legal counsel for review.  

Mr. Cooley thanked the board for their support to get the new classrooms at South Beauregard
Elementary up and running, noting that the architect has said that a final punch list will be coming soon and
that it should be minor.    
 In response to a question, Mr. Cooley advised that an update on the safety visits should be provided 
next month, pending approval of the funding for suggested improvements.  In response to a question about
some of the Head Start staff changes that were attributed to better paying offers, board members were advised
that the offers were for private-sector positions and not positions for other Head Start agencies.

The next agenda item was for board members to consider revising the 2022-2023 school calendars to
address an election date issue. Mr. Cooley explained that about a year ago, the Louisiana Legislature adopted
legislation that required students to be dismissed from schools used as polling places on election days where a
federal-level election is taking place.  Cord Ensminger advised board members that South Beauregard
Elementary and the Title I/Media Center (impacting Beauregard Alternative Program) were affected, but that it
was being recommended that all Beauregard Parish students have a virtual instruction day on November 8,
2022. This would be a workday for teachers/staff and would preserve instructional time for students.  In
response to a question about whether it could be a virtual day for just the two campuses involved, Mr.



Minutes - August 11, 2022

Ensminger advised that it would create problems for parents who would have to find child care for the younger
children on a virtual day when older siblings, who sometimes help provide care, were required to attend classes
in person.  Nikki Weldon offered a motion to revise the school calendar to make the November 8, 2022,
election day a virtual day for all Beauregard Parish students and a work day for faculty and staff.  The motion
was seconded by Wesley Taylor and approved upon voting. 

Next, Ashley Carpenter asked board members to consider adopting the Louisiana Compliance
Questionnaire for audit purposes. Ms. Carpenter reminded board members that the questionnaire was a state-
required component of governmental audits. The auditor will test the responses in the questionnaire, which
self-report  compliance with various state requirements for financial operations such as budgeting,  purchasing,
public works and public bid law. Board members were advised that the responses in the questionnaire were the
same as in previous years, and that signatures were provided upon adoption in lieu of a resolution.  Upon
motion of Cassie Henry, seconded by Casey Jones, board members voted to adopt the Louisiana Compliance
Questionnaire for audit purposes.

There were four recommendations from the Finance Committee.  Kathy Bruner offered a motion to
consider all recommendations in globo, which was seconded by Casey Jones.  Upon voting, board members
approved acting on the Finance Committee recommendations in globo.  Next, upon voting on the combined
items, the following four motions from the Finance Committee were approved without further discussion:  
 a. Motion to approve Budget Revision #3 for FYE 2022. 

b. Motion to approve change order extending contract time for the Merryville High School New
Administration and Cafeteria Building.

c. Motion to approve beneficial occupancy for South Beauregard Elementary School Classroom
Addition.

d. Motion to approve awarding bid for the East Beauregard High School Field House to Pat
Williams Construction for $1,582,000.

Kathy Bruner stated that she would like to consider recommendations from the Policy Committee
(agenda items 8a - 8e) in globo.  Eddie Joslin requested that board members pull item 8a, policy File:JCDAF,
Bullying and Hazing, to discuss separately.  Mr. Joslin advised board members that he felt that the statement,
“Graffiti shall not be removed until law enforcement has properly examined the area” in cases of bullying
through graffiti was too restrictive given the fact that law enforcement is not involved in other types of bullying
and that graffiti is not harming anyone.  Mr. Joslin explained that the word “may” would be more appropriate,
unless the graffiti implies a threat, in which case law enforcement would definitely become involved. After
discussion, Ray Bowman offered a motion to amend the recommended wording in the policy requiring action
by law enforcement  with, “ Graffiti shall not be removed until properly documented by school-level
administration. If deemed necessary, law enforcement may be called.” The amendment was seconded by
Martha Jackson and approved upon voting.  Next, upon voting, the amended motion was approved. At this
point, Kathy Bruner offered a motion to address agenda items 8b - 8e in globo.  The motion was seconded by
Casey Jones, and approved upon voting.  The following motions were approved in globo upon voting:

b. Motion to approve revision of policy File:JCDB, Student Dress Code, and waive the waiting
period. 

c. Motion to approve revision of policy File:JD, Discipline, and waive the waiting period. 
d. Motion to approve revision of policy File:JDA, Corporal Punishment, and waive the waiting

period. 
e. Motion to approve revision of policy File:JDE, Expulsion, and waive the waiting period. 

The next agenda item was for the board to consider adjustments to the School Operational Guidelines
for 2022-2023.  Eddie Joslin began by informing board members that there had been some easing of COVID
restrictions and that the items listed are simply recommendations.  Board members were told that it was
important to note that vaccination status is not addressed.  Mr. Joslin explained that if you are asymptomatic or
symptoms resolve after 5 days, on day 6, students and staff may return to school, but it is recommended that a
mask be worn for an additional 5 days. Athletes were discussed at length, with board members expressing
concern that it appears that athletes are being treated differently from other students  under the new guidelines.
Testing is not required, but recommended. Board members noted that recommendations for close-contact
quarantining is no longer required, as long as the student/staff member is not showing symptoms. Upon motion
of Kathy Bruner, seconded by Ray Bowman, board members voted in favor of adopting the revised School
Operational Guidelines for 2022-2023.   

The final agenda item was to discuss the date of the September committee meetings.  Mr. Cooley
stated that the meetings would fall on Monday, September 5, 2022, Labor Day.  After discussing several
options, upon motion of Casey Jones, seconded by Wesley Taylor, board members voted to have committee
meetings on Tuesday, September 6, and to keep the board meeting on its regularly scheduled date of
September 8, 2022.    

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

_______________________________   _____________________________
Secretary President        


