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The Deerfield volleyball teams both have new coaches this season. In the last 5 years, 

there has been a lot of turning over on the volleyball coaching staff, but hopefully Katie Hahn 

(high school coach) and Erika Schafer (middle school coach) are here to stay.  

 

Katie Hahn was born and raised in Garden City, Kansas. Coach Hahn has always loved 

playing sports - from basketball to softball to volleyball and more. In high school she was on one 

of the very first fast pitch softball teams that started in 1994. Pratt Community College and 

Garden City Community College offered her scholarships to play softball. In her Senior year of 

high school, her volleyball team made it to a 6A competition that was held in Topeka, Kansas.  

 

Coach Hahn was brought to Deerfield when she saw a 

Facebook post about them needing a high school coach for volleyball, 

and later down the line Mrs. Fuchs and Mrs. Weiberg messaged her 

asking if she was interested. After putting thought into it, she emailed 

Mr. Burns and shortly after she was hired. The job suits her well 

because since 2000 she has coached numerous teams in different 

sports at different levels.  

 

 She’s always been the assistant coach, so for her to now be a head coach, she loves it 

even if it is a bit nerve racking. Coach said “There are so many more responsibilities than just 

coaching.” There are camps, making sure the Family ID’s are filled out for each player, 

physicals are turned in, and grades are up. Coach Schafer the assistant coach is a big help to 

Coach Hahn though. “I am super grateful for Coach Schafer because she is the organization 

queen.” Coach Hahn’s favorite part about being the coach is seeing the growth of all the 

athletes she’s ever had. “I’d rather have a full team that is willing to learn new things, than a 

group of players who are not coachable.”  

 

 The relationship between Coach Hahn and the team is a good one. She told her team, 

“I am not here to be your friend.” She told the girls, “Think of me like your mom. Moms are not 

meant to be your friend when we are teaching you things.” Her biggest goal for the rest of the 

season is to make the girls leave practice better than they were yesterday. During the game, her 

goal is for the girls to make more contacts than the previous games.  

 

Behind Katie Hahn’s back is assistant coach Erika Schafer who was born in Garden 

City, Kansas. She attended K-State before making her 

way back to Garden City. What brought her to Deerfield 

was an opportunity to coach the middle school volleyball 

team and be a business teacher in the high school. 

Coach Schafer has played volleyball since the first 

grade, so she has a lot of experience to help out the 

future foundation of Deerfield’s volleyball program. “It’s 



extremely fun and rewarding to watch these girls get better every single day.” The relationship 

she has with her team is great. She said, “The girls respect me as their coach, but they also 

know they can come to me whenever they need to.” For the rest of the season her goals for her 

team is to get them ready for high school volleyball and to overall create a better chemistry so 

they all work as one. 


