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Senior Spotlight 
By: Elizabeth Trdy 

 
 This month’s male senior spotlight is 
Jonathan Diego Cazares. He has attended Buckholts 
I.S.D. ever since he was in pre-k, which is 14 years to 
be exact. He is a good role model and keeps a good 

eye on his grades at all 
times. He has played 
football, basketball 
and participated in 
track as a Badger.  In 
addition he has been a 
vital member of the 
Academic UIL 
Spelling team for 
three years. 

After graduation 
he plans  to attend 
Temple College and 
get a job while 
attending school there. 
After getting his 

Associate’s Degree from Temple College he wants to 
transfer to Texas State University. He has very big 
plans for himself after he graduates. However, even 
though he is ready to graduate, he will miss 
Buckholts High School. A few things he will miss 
after graduation are, “the camaraderie of this place 
and the teachers that made school fun”.  

He’s had many amazing memories 
throughout his years attending Buckholts I.S.D. One 
of his favorite memories is “ as a basketball team in 
junior high, we all went off against North Zulch. 
North Zulch was supposed to destroy us, but we came 
through.” He loves the fact that the school is so little 
and everyone is as close as a family in Buckholts 
I.S.D. Which it really is an amazing school to be able 
to attend.  

His one piece of advice he’s leaving for the 
students to follow is, “JUST DO YOUR WORK!”. 

Yes, definitely do your work! That is great advice to 
always follow.  

This month’s female senior spotlight is 
Jenna Kate Meinardus. She has attended Buckholts 
I.S.D. since she was in pre-k. Fourteen years here at 
Buckholts I.S.D. and she absolutely would not want 
to be at any other school than Buckholts. She has 
always had high grades, she is dependable and works 
really hard at everything she does. She is certainly 
someone that other students can look up to.  

After graduation her plans are to continue 
her education at Blinn College in Brenham, Texas 
and continue working. She has great plans and a 
bright future ahead of her. She is prepared and ready 
to graduate in May and start college classes in full 
force soon after. Even though she is ready for her life 
after college, she will miss seeing her favorite 
teachers in the high school, Miss Mac, Mrs. T, and 
Mr. Cox. She said that “they are so dedicated to their 
kids’, it is unreal.”  

She has definitely made a lot of amazing 
memories throughout her years here in Buckholts 
I.S.D. One of her favorite memories is when she was 
in elementary school and her class would perform in 
the Christmas program and Mayfete. She stated, “I 
remember to this 
day how fun they 
were and how it 
made our 
classmates grow 
closer together.” 
She loves how 
Buckholts I.S.D. is 
truly for the 
students. “Whether 
it be through 
courses, sports, all 
extracurriculars, 
programs, and trips, 
the staff puts 
students first,” Jenna stated.  
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Her advice that she is leaving to the students 
who follow in her footsteps is, “Give your best 
attitude and work ethic at school. You are only in 
classes until 3:30. Do your work and do it well. If 
not, you might regret missing many opportunities you 
could’ve had if you would’ve done this work.” That 
is amazing advice to make sure to follow! 
 

Basketball season has arrived! 
By: Elizabeth Trdy 
 

Basketball is now approaching district as we 
report! There are five teams total in our district. 
These teams are Buckholts, Bartlett, Ogelsby, 
Calvert, and Richards. Buckholts began their district 
season by playing Ogelsby, in Ogelsby, on Friday, 
January 10th, 2020.  

The Varsity girls team has gotten off to a 
great start this year by putting in the hard work, 
dedication, and teamwork required to become more 
successful on and off the court.  

The Varsity boys team had a few setbacks, 
however, they never let that get them down and 
unmotivate them. The boys have still played every 
game with great effort. Coming into district means 
that each team member will need to put all of their 
effort and energy into doing what they have been 
coached to do. The outlook for both teams are bright! 

Playing for the Buckholts High School 
Varsity girls team are: Elizabeth Trdy (Senior), 
Julissa Cardona (Senior), Ashlynne Kessler (Senior), 
Natalie Avila (Senior), Whitney Evans (Junior), Haly 
Contreras (Junior), Gina Melendez (Sophomore), 
Sara Morgan (Sophomore), Lorianna Greiner 
(Sophomore), Kassandra Benavidez (Freshman), and 
Crystal Robles (Freshman). 

Playing for the Buckholts High School 
Varsity boys team are: Issacc Alvarez (Senior), Luis 
Torres (Junior), Jacob Cazares (Junior), Gabe 
Gonzales (Junior), Antonio Rozsa (Junior), Fabian 
Baez (Freshman), Ivan Baez (Freshman), and Chevo 
Luciano (Freshman). 

Award Ceremony 
By: Reagan McCall and Sara Morgan 

 
On Friday January 17, 2020, in the 

Cafeteria, the entire campus of Buckholts I.S.D. 
gathered for the 2020 Award Ceremony in which 
students would receive awards for the first semester 
of the 2019-2020 school year. The awards were given 
out to students from Pre-K to 12th grade for A-honor 
roll, AB-honor roll, and Perfect Attendance.  
Many students received multiple awards, and some 
even received medals! The medals were given to the 
honor roll 
students during 
any of the six 
weeks period in 
the first semester. 
Some students 
even had a 
combination of 
A-honor roll, 
AB-honor roll, 
and Perfect 
Attendance awards. Kids that received certificates 
and medals received a handshake from the 
Superintendent, Mr. Maxie Morgan, the President of 
School Board, Mr. Adan Losoya, School Board 
Trustee Mrs. Margaret Green, and our loving 
principal, Mrs. Kris Shaver. Many of the students, 
especially the younger ones, felt extremely special 
after receiving medals for their hard work. Many of 
the students continued to wear their medals all 
throughout the day to broadcast what they had been 
awarded.  

When the students receive their medals and 
certificates, anyone could see that their faces lit up 

with 
excitement. 
They knew 
their hard 
work had 
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paid off completely, and everyone else would now 
know it too. This was an exciting day for Buckholts 
I.S.D. filled with many smiles. Thank you to all of 
our teachers, administration, and school board 
members for everything you do. 
 

The Most Prestigious Society Adds 
New Members 
By: Jenna Meinardus 
 

Four officers and two advisors inducted the 
new National Honor Society members and the very 
first National Junior Honor Society members Sunday, 
January 12th at 6:00pm, in the Buckholts 
Independent School District’s Cafeteria. 

This year, the Buckholts Chapter of the 
National Honors Society was able to start the very 
first National Junior Honor Society in Buckholts 
Independent School District history. The new 
members/officers include President Guadalupe 
Ventura, Vice President Jazzbell Luciano, Secretary 
Kloe Simmons, Historian Kyla Honeycutt, and 
Parliamentarian James Hairston. The National Honor 
Society officers are eager to see all the benefits the 
National Junior Honor Society members will be able 
to enjoy while being a part of this prestigious 
organization. Jenna Meinardus explains, “It is an 
honor to be a part in starting the first National Honors 
Society chapter in 2018, and to be able to start a 
National Junior Honor Society in 2020, so younger 
students can take advantage of as members of the 
National Junior Honor Society chapter.” Among the 
four National Honor Society officers, President Jenna 
Meinardus, Vice President Elizabeth Trdy, Secretary 
Ashlynne Kessler, and Historian/Parliamentarian 
Juan Melendez, were the National Honor Society 
members who were inducted in 2018 and who 
inducted new members: Jacob Cazares, Haly 
Contreras, Reagan McCall, Lorianna Greiner, and 
Gina Melendez.  

All new inductees recited the National 
Honor Society Pledge before receiving their 
certificates and signing the official registry. It reads 
as follows, “I pledge to uphold the high purposes of 
the National Honor Society to which I have been 
selected; I will be true to the principles for which it 
stands; and will maintain and encourage, the high 
standards of scholarship, service, leadership, and 
character.”  

On behalf of the NHS officers, we are proud 
to be able to induct as many new members as we did 
this year. We encourage all high school students and 
junior high students to work hard, keep a cumulative 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher, have a 
willingness to serve others, be a leader, and show 
great character for themselves and others, to consider 
applying for membership to this outstanding 
organization. 
 

The Importance of Edgenuity  
By: Jacob Cazares 
 

A high school student must have twenty-six 
credits in order to graduate. In order for this to 
happen, Buckholts I.S.D. has offered an online class 
called Edgenuity. This website offers many different 
extracurricular classes that aren’t offered in person 
here at Buckholts I.S.D. Throughout the year the 
students are required to progress their percentage and 
reach 100 percent by the end of the year, or students 
risk repeating the subject. There are many different 
courses offered on Edgenuity. These courses range 
from Spanish 1 and 2 to Business Management. 
Edgenuity is a powerful learning tool if the students 
choose to take advantage wisely. 

Many students get into the habit of cheating 
in high school. However, they need to know that even 
though it seems easier now, that it’s not worth it in 
the end. Cheating does not teach you the skills you 
need to know for later down the road in your 
educational journey. If a student were to get caught 
cheating, the consequences would be harsh. For 
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example, the student caught cheating could get 
suspended, ISS, or even be removed from school 
organizations such as National Honor Society and 
Student Council. It will be harder in the long-run for 
the students who cheated because they won’t be 
prepared for the work they will receive in college. 
This does not help the students at all and will not help 
them in the future. Therefore, it’s better to actually 
try in your classes, even the online ones because they 
will be beneficial in the future.  

 Fun Fact: Today, Edgenuity has a presence 
in 9 of the top 15 school districts in Texas. There are 
over 185 semester-long courses offered. The number 
of assessments delivered in the last year is 
approximately 75 million! The number of students, to 
date, who have achieved academic success with the 
help of Edgenuity is more than two million! This 
online course that is offered has really helped many 
students achieve success, and continues to do that at 
Buckholts I.S.D. 
 

One Person Show Team on the 
Move!!! 
By: Lorianna Greiner 
 

Senior Jenna Meinardus has begun her last 
show season for Buckholts FFA. Jenna has plenty of 
experience in showing livestock. Jenna has been 
actively showing since 2013. She explains, “I show 
heifers, steers, broilers, and lambs.” Throughout  her 
show career she has shown many heifers, steers, 
countless broilers, pigs, lambs, goats, and she has 
helped show turkeys.  Jenna says showing to her is 
about how learning how to handle yourself, taking 
care of animals, learning responsibility, and a great 
work ethic. The major shows Jenna will be 
competing in are: Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo; 
San Antonio Livestock Exposition; Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo. The county level shows 
Jenna competes in are, The Milam County Junior 
Livestock Show and The Rockdale Fair. Good luck to 
Jenna Meinardus for a great show season!  

 

All year round exhibitors all over the world 
are searching for animals, preparing for county, 
major, and national shows, everywhere. We have one 
of those exhibitors right here in our high school! 
 
 
 
 

Magnificent 7 Honored at January 
School Board Meeting 
By: Reagan McCall 

 
On Monday, January 19, 2020, the 

Buckholts Independent School District Board of 
Trustees were honored for their service to the 
community and the school during School Board 
Appreciation month. Superintendent Mr.Morgan 
started off the meeting by thanking the school board 
and all the students for attending. In addition, he 
offered kind remarks of appreciation for each board 
member’s service, and compared them to the 
“Magnificent Seven.” The National Junior Honor 
Society President, Guadalupe Ventura, The National 
Honor Society President, Jenna Meinardus, and The 
Student Council President, Elizabeth Trdy, gave 
speeches thanking the school board for their hard 
work and for being the backbone of the school.  

Before the executive session of the school 
board meeting began, the board members were 
honored with a wonderful dinner of homemade 
enchiladas, rice, and beans that was prepared by 
Buckholts Independent School District’s amazing 
cafeteria director, Cindy Hernandez. For dessert, The 
National Honor Society and The Student Council 
provided the “Thank You” cake for each member to 
enjoy.  
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Words cannot express the gratitude the 
students and staff feel towards our wonderful school 
board. We all appreciate everything the school board 
has done for us and we thank them for supporting and 
keeping the future of the students in mind.   

 
Hoop Dreams 
By: Reagan McCall 

 
The week of November 19, 2019, the Junior 

High basketball boys and girls got into the swing of 
things with their first game of the season competing 
against the Oglesby Tigers.  

The Junior High Lady Badgers played a 
fierce defense but the Lady Tigers ended up on top of 
the Lady Badgers, in a hard fight ending with a score 
of 23-2.  

The Junior High Badgers played with pride 
and integrity falling short of a season opening 
victory. The final score was 35-3. 

 
 Keeping Up With The Senior 
Class!  
  By: Jacob Cazares  
 
       The senior class has accomplished many things 
in 2020 already. One thing they have done is they 
have finished planning the senior trip and are already 
scheduled to do some fundraisers.  
      The class of 2020 is currently doing a Valentine 
fundraiser that can be found in the Buckholts ISD 
office. The Valentine fundraiser is the selling of 
stuffed animals, balloons, carnations, and chocolate 
covered strawberries.  
      A few students are making great 
accomplishments like Elizabeth Trdy who was 
invited to go to play in the Victory Bowl for 
volleyball. Julissa Cardona was also enrolled in Dual 
Credit this year with Jenna Meinardus and Elizabeth 
Trdy who have been doing Dual Credit since spring 
of 2018. Some students are already applying for 
scholarships and some have already been accepted to 
colleges. Like Jenna who has been accepted to Blinn, 
Lizzi who has been accepted to The University Of 

Texas and University Of Mary Hardin-Baylor, and 
Julissa who has been accepted to McLennan 
Community College.  
      The senior class has accomplished these things in 
one month and they continue to make more 
accomplishments. Fun Fact: 2020 is the 20th year of 
the 3rd millennium, the 20th year of the 21st century, 
and the 1st year of the 2020s decade. 

 


