
McAlester High School
English II Honors (Pre-AP) Summer Reading

Mrs. Burgess
kburgess@mcalester.k12.ok.us

Welcome to Pre-AP English II. The journey ahead will include a variety of reading, writing, and
thinking experiences which will sharpen your literacy skills for your future educational, professional,
and personal endeavors.

Your responses are due when you return to school in August. A printed copy is due on the first
day of school and an electronic copy must be e-mailed to me (address at the top of the page)
by the end of the first week. The electronic copy will allow me to check against online sources for
plagiarism.  If you are found plagiarizing, you will receive a zero for this assignment.  This
assignment will count as a test grade in PowerSchool. I will accept late work up to 5 days after the
first day of school deducting 20% of the grade each day.

Your responses must be double spaced using 12-point, Times New Roman font.

Questions? Contact me at the email address listed above. During the summer, I may not check this
email address every day, so please be patient while waiting for a response.

Out of the following two options, choose a novel to read. I have copies of both available for students
to read through the summer in my classroom (room 230.) You may also purchase them on your own
or check if they are in our public library system. There are also multiple resources online that allow
you to download or purchase novels. Please research the books before you begin and choose the
book that best suits your interests.

● Cisneros, Sandra: The House on Mango Street
○ “The House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero. Told in a series of

vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous – it is the story of a young
Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will become.”

● Rand, Ayn: Anthem
○ “Anthem is a dystopian fiction novella. The story takes place at an unspecified future date

when mankind has entered another Dark Age. Technological advancement is now carefully
planned and the concept of individuality has been eliminated.”

Once you have chosen a book from the choices above, complete the following QUOTATIONS
PROJECT.

Procedure:
1. Do NOT read the book and then do the assignment. Complete the assignment as you read.
2. First, gather some page markers, such as bookmarks or post-it notes. For e-books, make sure

you can digitally mark your page or write down where it is found.
3. As you read, every time you encounter a particularly important, provocative, dramatic,

surprising, or even disturbing passage, mark it with a post-it note and continue with your
reading.

4. When you have finished the novel, look at all those passages and decide which to toss out
and which to keep. Select five quotes from throughout the novel and a sixth that you would
consider the “Quote of the Book” according to the criteria listed below.

5. Copy the quotes (including page numbers), and then write two paragraphs for each of the
first five quotes.

Paragraph One for Each Quote:
This should explain how the quote/passage "fits" into the novel. Choose from the following questions
to construct your explanation:



● How does the passage make the characters more interesting?
● How does the passage make the plot (story-line) more intense?
● How does the passage make the details of setting better, etc?
● How does the passage make the book’s theme (message or meaning) clear?

Paragraph Two for Each Quote:
This should show you reacting to the passage as a reader. Your goal is to help a person who doesn't
know you understand why you have selected this passage. To generate responses, consider the
following as suggested prompts or questions:

● Why does the passage impress, intrigue, horrify, or puzzle you?
● Why do you find the author’s use of language appealing or powerful?
● How does the quote jump off the page as a great descriptive passage?
● Why does it prompt a strong response from you as you read it?
● Why does it present itself as so well-crafted that you just love the sound of it?
● Explain why the language is beautiful, descriptive, graphic, etc.
● Why is it particularly meaningful?
● Why is it a high point in the book?
● Why do you find yourself in agreement/disagreement with the ideas expressed?
● How does the passage remind you of a situation you have lived in as well?
● Why does the passage make you laugh out loud or make you sad or make you something

else?
● How does the author or the character raise intriguing questions or issues?
● How does the passage challenge or expand your thinking?

You are not limited to the above list of suggested prompts or questions, nor do you have to answer
all of the above. But your responses to the passages should clearly explain why these passages
mean something to you or why these quotes catch your attention.

The Final Paragraph: “The Quote of the Book”
Write this last paragraph to explain your choice for "The Quote of the Book." This should be that one
passage or quote that captures the essence, “the true meaning,” of the novel for you, the reader. It
cannot be one of your previous quotes. Explain exactly HOW this passage is the one perfect quote
from the book. Give specific supporting details. This response should be at least one-half page.

Important Information
● TYPE all aspects of this assignment.
● Passages/quotes that you choose must be at least TWO sentences long. Some of your

passages should be longer than two sentences.
● Passages/quotes must be from throughout the entire novel, not just one section.
● All passages must be in “quotation marks” and be written word for word as they appear in

your novel.
● All passages must include the page number from which they are taken. Cite page numbers

as the author's last name and the page number inside of parentheses: (Cisneros 92) or (Rand
56). Notice that there is no "p." or "pg."

● ENJOY THE BOOK!
● Though the content and quality of your writing is very important, one major purpose for this

assignment is to see how well you can follow directions.


