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Structure of Class: My classroom content will be structured as follows: 
1. The Rise of Industrial America 1877-1914  
Students will analyze the various causes of the Industrial Revolution, the transformation of the American economy, 
and the changing social and political conditions in the United States in response to the Industrial Revolution. Students 
will also examine the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive 
immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe and Asia. 
2. The Progressive Era 1890-1920  
Students will analyze the changing landscape, including the growth of cities and the demand for political, economic, 
and social reforms. Students trace the rise of the United States to its role as a world power in the twentieth century. 
3. The 1920s  
Students will describe how the battle between traditionalism and modernism manifested itself in the major historical 
trends and events after World War I and throughout the 1920s. 
4. The Great Depression  
Students will analyze the causes and effects of the Great Depression and how the New Deal fundamentally changed 
the role of the federal government. 
5. Between the Wars and World War II (1921-1947)  
Students will analyze the inter-war years and America’s participation in World War II. 
6. Cold War (1945-1975)  
Students will analyze the response of the United States to communism after World War II. 
7. Modern United States 1945-1979  
Students will analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post–World War II America. Students examine 
the origins, goals, key events, and accomplishments of Civil Rights movement in the United States, and important 
events and trends in the 1960s and 1970s. 
8. Contemporary United States 1980 – Today  
Students describe important events and trends since 1980. Students analyze the important foreign policies of and 
events that took place during the administrations of Presidents Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and 
George W. Bush, Barack Obama and the election of Donald Trump in 2016. 

 
Class Policies 

1. Be Respectful - Every student has the right to a safe and secure classroom: you do not have the right 
to impede or jeopardize that in any way. Be respectful of yourself, your environment, your fellow 
classmates, and your teacher. Treat others the way you want to be treated. 

2. Be Responsible - The Oxford Dictionary defines responsible in this way: “Liable to be called into 
account. Morally accountable for one’s action, capable of rational conduct.” Act rationally; choose 
wisely. Recognize your own role in building a fun and productive community of learners. Understand 
there will be consequences, both good and bad, for your actions. 

3. Be Safe - Think about where you are and whom you are with. We must guarantee against harm or 
injury to another. Think. Ask yourself “is it worth it?” “Would I want this done to me?”  



4. Be Cooperative - Time and again you will be asked to do something that you may not like, or think is 
worthless. Be mature, work through it. You may find that “getting there” is half the fun. Our world 
demands that you work well with others in all circumstances. Think carefully – choose wisely. 

5. Be a Worker - Do your job! Challenge yourself to be productive. You are here; use your time wisely.     
6. Be Peaceful - The Oxford Dictionary defines peace as: “Freedom from disorder. 2a quiet, tranquility, 

serenity, 3: a mental calm.” Meaning, be kind to one another – exercise self-control.     
Text(s) 

1. United States History: Post-Reconstruction to the Present by Prentice Hall 
2. The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century by McDougal Littell 

 
1st Quarter Focus Standards 

1. End of Civil War recap, 13th-15th Amendments  
 US:1 – US:18 

2. The Rise of Industrialization (1877-1900) 
a. US:1- Homestead Act and Transcontinental Railroad’s impact on life in the West 
b. US:2- Federal policies towards Native Americans and the Dawes Act 
c. US:3- Compromise of 1877, Jim Crow Laws, the Exodusters, & Plessy v. Ferguson 
d. US:4- Gilded Age politics, economics, and corruption of Political Machines; class economics 
e. US:5- impact Industrial Age inventions and innovations; (lightbulb, oil refining, steel production 

etc.) 
f. US:6- impact of industrialization on population of cities like Boston, Chicago, New York 
g. US:7- differences of old & new immigrants and impacts of mass immigration into the US 

(end of Unit 1) 
3. The Progressive Era (1890-1920) 

a. US:8- Explain differences of Social Gospel and Social Darwinism 
b. US:9- Compare and Contrast ideas and philosophies of Booker T. Washington & W.E.B. DuBois 
c. US:10- Granger Movement; farmers vs railroads legislation and funding 
d. US:11- Rise of Labor Unions and Government responses  
e. US:12- Trusts vs Monopolies, consumers vs workers, and the government responses (AntiTrust 

Act of 1914) 
f. US:13- Women in the workforce, Child Labor Laws, and immigrants working conditions 
g. US:14- Roles of Muckrakers and Progressive leaders such as President Theodore Roosevelt, Ida 

Tarbell, Upton Sinclair, and Lincoln Steffens 
h. US:15- 16th, 17th, and 18th Amendment, primary voting, and voting language  
i. US:16- President Theodore Roosevelt’s Square Deal, FDA, “Trust-busting”, and Conservation 
j. US:17- analyzing progressive achievements such as New Freedom Act, Federal Reserve Act, 

and the National Park Service. 
k. US:18- Women’s Suffrage and the 19th Amendment  

 
Student Responsibilities: 

1. Be Prepared- This includes having something to write with and something to write on 
2. Be on Time and on Task 
3. Be Kind to Others- This means to be mindful of what you say and how you treat other students. 
4. Be Attentive- This means no sleeping in class. I always need to see your eyes.  

 
 
 
 
 



Classroom Expectations 
1. Students will be expected to complete assignments on time.  
2. Students will be expected to attend class daily and participate in activities/discussions. 
3. Students will be expected to behave in a manner conductive to learning and respectful to those 

around them. 
 
Classroom Rules 

1. Treat people the way you want to be treated. 
2. Clean up after yourself. 
3. Stay in your assigned seat. 
4. Handle all personal hygiene during breaks is possible. 

 
Classroom Procedures 

1. All work should be submitted into the clear trays on the wall. Each period will have its own tray. 
2. If you need supplies, I keep extra supplies in the bookcase on the back wall. 

 

Classroom Consequences/Rewards 
All consequences will follow the district policy on discipline.  

 
Attendance 

1. Attendance to class is mandatory.  
 
Grades 

1. A-F 
 
 

Grading Scale 
 100-93 = A 
 92-85 = B 
 84-75 = C 
 74-70 = D 
 69 or below = F 
 
 

ACT Standards: (Reading) 
CLR 401. Locate important details in somewhat challenging passages 
CLR 404. Paraphrase some statements as they are used in somewhat challenging passages 
IDT 401. Infer a central idea in straightforward paragraphs in somewhat challenging literary narratives 
IDT 403. Summarize key supporting ideas and details in somewhat challenging passages 
REL 403. Identify clear cause-effect relationships in somewhat challenging passages 
PPV 402. Understand point of view in somewhat challenging passages 
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