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PHILOSOPHY

The Roarin’ Band from Lion Land is trained under Corps Style Marching and is held to perform 
at a high standard and strive for musical excellence. This philosophy is built solely around 
educational values as well as keeping tradition within the program.

Band does more than just teach a student how play an instrument or how to teach student how to 
read music. It is to solely help students identify that music is, indeed, a true universal language 
amongst all of the arts as well as other subjects. Students who come into the band program 
receives numerous amounts of recognized qualities such as responsibility, determination, 
dedication, teamwork, honesty, leadership, and taking in pride of whom they are in and out of the 
band program.

MEMBERSHIP

1. Students who have successfully completed the Junior High School band program at 
Teague ISD will be admitted to the Teague HS Band at the approval by the Director of 
Bands. Approval to the Teague HS Band will be based on performance ability, the ability 
to follow instructions, and overall attitude of the student.

2. Eighth graders who want to participate in high school band must attend band camp and 
audition before the band staff.

3. Students moving into Teague ISD must audition before the Director of Bands.

4. Band is a full year course (1st semester-marching band; 2nd semester-concert band).

5. A student who quits band may not be readmitted back into the program, unless the 
student has personal or school conflicts.

GENERAL INFORMATION

1. The Roarin’ Band from Lion Land always conducts itself as a 1st Class/World Class 
organization, especially when traveling. No immature or childish behavior will be 
tolerated in restaurants, hotels, buses, football games, contests, etc.…What you do 
reflects back on you as an individual as well as the rest of the group. Be the prime 
example/leader/asset of the group. Represent your town & community with pride and 
excellence.

2. Students will maintain proper discipline and image in all classes and personal activities. 
Any conduct requiring principal, law enforcement intervention, and/or band director/staff 
may be cause for dismissal from the band program. This will be determined by the 
Director of Bands.



3. The Roarin’ Band from Lion Land never says anything negative or acts in a negative way 
toward any other organization regardless of any circumstances that may occur or take 
place.

4. Teague HS Band students must always project a positive image toward band and to all 
Middle School band students. They will be the future of the ideal band program, and you 
may never know when one of those students may be looking up to you as a leader. Also, 
please remember that we will have some 8th graders that could participate in marching 
band. 

5. When approaching Band Boosters, remember these ladies/gentlemen are what make this 
program succeed when it comes to providing things for you. Most band programs do not 
have a Band Boosters so be proud that you do! Please be respectful and courteous to them 
at all times, and always thank them for everything that they do for our band 
program. 

EXPECTATIONS

The following expectations of Teague HS Band members are:

 Attend summer band, extra rehearsals, sectionals, and clinics. Scheduled marching band 
rehearsals are on Monday evenings, with the exception of rehearsals taking place on 
another day that may coincide with a holiday.

 Attend all marching and concert performances in which the band is involved.
 Help keep the band hall neat and clean for learning in a safe and positive environment. 

No food or drinks will be allowed in the band hall unless given permission by the 
Director of Bands. Bottled water is allowed.

 Be early and in your seat ready to go for all band rehearsals. Roll will be consistently 
checked, and tardies/absences will be taken at that times.

 Play on your instrument only and NO ONE else’s.
 You will be primarily responsible for the maintenance to your personal/school-owned 

instrument. Always have a sufficient supply of reeds, valve oil, etc. 
 Always have a pencil, flip-folder, 3-ring binder on you at all times for all music 

rehearsals.
 Always maintain a positive attitude. Remember, your band directors are here to help you 

grow in and out of the band program. Try to always wear a SMILE on your face.
 During Marching Band season, Cologuard & Twirlers will be expected to play their 

instrument in the stands when not performing sideline routines or marching show.

GENERAL BAND REHEARSAL PROCEDURES

1. Students should always be early and have all items needed for rehearsal. Students 
should be in chairs warmed up and ready to begin as soon as the director steps on to 
the podium. Everyone will get quiet immediately and look forward when the director 



is on the podium, giving him/her their full attention. REMEMBER: The key to 
SUCCESS is being FOCUSED.

2. Listen for instructions and act immediately regardless of location. (Band Hall, 
Practice Field, Stadium, etc….)

3. Cell phones or any other electronic devices are not permitted to be out during 
rehearsal unless given permission by the Director of Bands. Any cell phone will be 
confiscated. (1st Offense – Verbal Warning, 2nd Offense – Phone Taken Up & Not 
Given Back Until End of Day, 3rd Offense – Phone Will Be Sent to HS Office)

4. If something is wrong with your instrument, please let a band director know as soon 
as possible so that it can be fixed before the next rehearsal.  Never knowingly arrive 
at a rehearsal with a broken instrument.

5. Always be prepared on your part. Remember, the more individual practice you do, the 
less group practice will be needed. (Rehearsal time is not practice time.) Practice on 
your own to ensure that you are prepared for every rehearsal. Rehearsal time for 
success can be lost when the group is interrupted because individuals do not know 
their parts. Rehearsal time is NOT practice time.

6. When we are rehearsing, we work and strive to become superior at what we do every 
day. Anything which distracts from this focus will not be tolerated. Talking, laughing, 
chewing gum, or any other means of “goofing around” will not be tolerated and can 
result in a disciplinary action resulting in a possible removal from the performing 
group.

7. Continuance with problems concerning discipline or work ethic may be cause for 
removal from the band entirely as determined by the Director of Bands.

8. Any discipline requiring principal intervention may be cause for removal from band.

Any unexcused absence may result in making up lost time as stated above. I give a three-strikes 
policy. After the third, you may be removed from the performing group, not the band program. 
Consequences will be determined by the Director of Bands.

SYSTEM OF GRADING

The High School Band grade is comprised of two components: Daily grades (50%) and Test 
grades (50%). These grading components will change each semester due to having marching 
band in the fall and concert band in the spring. Evaluation of students may include:

Daily Work

 Pass-offs/Assigned music or excerpts 
 Marching fundamentals/pass-off sheets
 Scale work
 Memorization of marching music/drill
 Sight-reading skills
 Proper instrument technique and maintenance
 Twirler/Colorguard Routines
 Sectional rehearsals for Marching/Concert season



Tests

 Performances (Pre-UIL/UIL Marching/Concert contests, Parades, Football Games, 
including Playoffs, Non-UIL Band Concerts)

 Band Clinics for Marching/Concert Season
 Band Rehearsals (Evening Marching/Concert Rehearsals)

Band students are expected to pass all classes for UIL purposes, but also maintain a grade 
average of ’75’ or better in all classes. Not only does this allow students to participate in UIL 
events, it is far more important that students establish a habit of responsibility for their academic 
success for favorable future endeavors. To follow the state, local district, and UIL Guidelines 
and Procedures, students who become ineligible are not allowed to perform at events that are 
competitive or charge admission. Understand this before band or any other organization/activity, 
your grades and success is my utmost primary concern. With that being said, every student will 
be given a weekly sign-off grade/discipline sheet that must be signed by every teacher from 
every class by the end of the week and be given back to the Director of Bands to do a weekly 
check. Any student who is failing or upholds any discipline problem or concern for that week 
will be given consequences determined by the Director of Bands. Punishment could possibly 
include no 3rd quarter break, loss of marching spot, suspension for 1 game, as well as loss of 
Varsity band status for the marching/concert seasons, unless grades/discipline have changed for 
the better. Students that fail another course could affect their grade in the HS Band class.

ATTENDANCE

Time lost by any individual in rehearsal hurts the entire group. Follow these guidelines so that 
you don’t lose rehearsal time and we continue to be successful as an entire group:

 Always be early for rehearsal and have all items needed for rehearsal.

 Please do not schedule doctor’s, dentist’s appointments, etc. during band rehearsal times, 
such as Monday Night Rehearsals (unless approved by the director). I understand certain 
situations may occur, but please work around that. 

 If you miss rehearsal, have someone fill you in on the details of what you missed. 

 If you know you are going to miss rehearsal, please let the Band Director know ASAP so 
that he can be prepared for your absence. You must contact the Director of Bands 48 
hours before the scheduled rehearsal. COMMUNICATION IS THE KEY TO 
MAKING EVERYTHING WORK!

 Any absence must have a written note from a parent or admit slip from the attendance 
office or it will be considered unexcused.

 During Marching season, if you are absent a lot due to unexcused circumstances, there 
will be a great possibility that you will be removed. Method of returning to your position 
can be rewarded but must be explained by the Band Director on what actions must be 
taken.



 During Concert season, unexcused absences or excessive absences may be cause for 
having to make up lost time or result in removal from the student’s primary performing 
group. 

 Pass offs are REQUIRED. Pass offs are used as a daily grade and will be used as a part 
to determine if you will be eligible to be free for 3rd quarter at football games. Everyone 
will be held accountable.  We must all perform to do our best in order to be the best! I 
will be lenient in some cases if I see that you give your best effort but remember DO 
NOT procrastinate and wait to do it at the last minute. You will be given deadlines for 
passing off your music, and I will try my best to give you notice at least two weeks 
before the deadline.

 Work is NOT an excused absence. Please make sure your employer does not schedule 
you to work at the same time as your rehearsal or required performances. Employers 
must understand that school, your education; comes first.

Band members are encouraged to cultivate an attitude of good discipline and attention during 
rehearsal. Each rehearsal should be a musical learning experience for each student. You will be 
rewarded for your hard work and dedication to this program. Each performance will only be as 
good as every rehearsal. It all depends on how hard you are willing to work. Constant 
disturbances by any band member in rehearsal shows lack of interest and respect to the band and 
its peers; therefore, students will be encouraged to find other activities that may hold their 
attention.

REMEMBER: I UNDERSTAND that conflicts may arise, due to certain activities, (such as 
athletic events, etc.), death in the family, illness, and/or hospitalization. These are excusable 
circumstances. Work is an unexcused absence. My job is to work with you and be here for 
you. The big key to all of this is COMMUNICATION. Do not be afraid to come and talk to 
me if you have a situation come up, but do not make it a recurring habit.  We will work out 
a solution so no need to go into panic mode. If you work with me, I’ll work with you. It’s 
that easy and simple. 

If for some reason, you can’t attend practice/rehearsal due to an inexcusable circumstance, 
you are responsible for making up that lost time and will need to make sure in doing so and 
must contact me 48 hours before the schedule practice/rehearsal.

DISCIPLINE

Students who do not follow the rules and regulations laid out by this handbook are subject to 
disciplinary action. During Marching Band, Student Leadership Team members have the 
authority to correct and help mentor other band members. Those actions are as follows:

 Student(s) are given a warning to correct the violation.
 Student(s) are given a second and final warning.
 Student(s) will be sent to the Director of Bands to determine the appropriate 

consequence.



Consequences could include but are not limited to:

 Extra marching fundamentals after rehearsal session
 Clean-up crew (Bleachers, Band Equipment, Uniform Room, Band Hall, etc.)
 Physical exercise

A student may be dismissed from the band program due to lack of cooperation, refusal to 
conform to rules and regulations, a general poor attitude, disrespect to other band students and 
band directors, repeated tardiness, repeated lack of materials, or unexcused absences from a 
performance, rehearsal, or sectional. Any unexcused absence from a performance is grounds for 
dismissal from the program. If a student is a continuous disciplinary problem toward students, 
the directors, or any Teague ISD staff member, or lacks the work ethic required, he/she may be 
permanently removed from the band program by the Director of Bands. Students who 
repetitively or continuously receive a bad referral in discipline from other classes, as well as not 
keeping up grades will result in an automatic dismissal from the band program at the end of the 
term. Dismissal from the band program will result in an automatic zero in the band in that 
semester.

SUMMER REHEARSALS

Summer Band rehearsals typically begin with band camp on the second-to-last week of July. 
Calendars for the months of July and August will be given to show when students are expected 
to be at rehearsals. Rehearsals during the summer are of utmost importance to the band program 
and are required and mandatory. During this time, the students will learn their marching 
fundamentals, a vast majority, if not all, of their show music as well as learning the drill to their 
show, and will have sectionals from time-to-time on certain days throughout August, and work 
on stand tunes to prepare for an exciting marching season. Summer Band rehearsals are vital 
when it comes to creating a strong foundation for unity within the program. It is especially 
important for all new incoming students. Students who are absent throughout a vast majority of 
summer band could result to an alternate status (‘shadow position’) or dismissal from the band 
program depending on the discretion of the Band Director. Be flexible for the times and dates 
may subject to change. After band camp, rehearsals will continue at Teague ISD in order to 
advance through the UIL Marching season.  

Guidelines to follow when it comes to being successful for Marching Season:

1. When it comes to Marching, wear comfortable tennis shoes that support your feet. DO 
NOT wear sandals, flip-flops, boots, and/or even go barefooted.

2. Students must be dressed appropriately according to Teague ISD school dress code. 
Spaghetti straps, halter tops, and shirts that have sleeves cut off are NOT allowed. Shorts 
must be NO shorter than 3 inches above the knee.

3. If you are absent or late to rehearsals, you will have to work your way back into your 
position to make up for the lost time.

4. You WILL be given water breaks. Water breaks are usually taken one section at a time. 
DO NOT disrupt students who are still working. Water will be provided, but students 
should bring their own water as well (no sodas or caffeine-based drinks).



5. It would be great to donate a case of water toward the band kids for working hard in the 
heat of the day. So please bring a case of water. 

6. Please wear sunscreen. You WILL sometimes be out in the heat and even in the 
afternoons will be hot. Protect yourself by wearing sunscreen, having water on you, and 
wear light clothing.

7. You may wear caps for outside rehearsal, but not when we’re inside the building.
8. Memorize your music. You WILL NOT be allowed to have music on the field during 

halftime or contest performances. It is up to you and your responsibility to be on top of 
your “A” game.

9. Sectionals are also required and mandatory. During this time, we will work on perfecting 
the show music, working on memorization, as well as learning pop tunes for the stands.

10. Please have ALL music that have been handed out to you on you at all times during 
sectionals and full band. You may never know what you might need so be prepared.

11. Next down in line as far as Leadership goes from the Band Director are the Drum 
Major(s). The Drum Major is the right hand of the Band Director and they get the same 
respect and authority in the presence or absence of the Band Director. Certain leaders, 
known as the LEADERSHIP team, will be chosen to help guide you and help you learn 
all aspects of how to become a great member, teach you how to march properly, and help 
guide you into learning your music. Chain of Command is as follows: Band Director-
Drum Major-Leadership. If you feel that someone from the Leadership team or the 
Drum Major is acting out of place, it is your responsibility to inform the Band 
Director if the situation is deemed serious or needs to be approached. Know that my 
door is always open to you when you need me!

MARCHING ‘SHADOW’ POSITIONS

It is the desire of the band department to include all students in every marching performance and 
every effort to do so. However, since the adoption of the “No Pass, No Play” rule, it has been 
necessary to chart marching drills for fewer players than are on the roster; therefore, not all 
students may march in every performance.

Students may be chosen as a ‘shadow’ if they have difficulty in passing all classes, have 
difficulty marching or playing, have excessive absences/tardiness, or as punishment for not 
passing or behavioral issues. Shadows may earn a spot in the marching drill by demonstrating 
improvement in marching/playing, maintaining a passing status, good attendance, rehearsal 
habits, and maintaining a good attitude as positions in the drill become available. Shadows are 
valuable band members and are expected to participate in all rehearsals and performances 
determined by the band director.

FOOTBALL GAMES

Attendance at all football games are MANDATORY, including playoff games. Remember, as 
stated back in the grading system, football games are considered as a test grade since it is a 
performance-based assessment, which is half of your overall band grade. Result in missing a 
game without an excused absence may be removed from the marching band, or for the remainder 



of the season. The Director of Bands will personally handle all cases of missed games. Students 
are required to stay for the entire length of the game, unless given approval to leave by the band 
director given certain circumstances.

Guidelines to being successful for Football Games:

A. Tall Solid White Socks
B. White Band Shoes (must be cleaned & polished)
C. Correct pants length
D. Uniform must be pressed (We want to look our best for every performance!)
E. Clean hat
F. Make sure you have ALL of your music on you for the stands!
G. Band T-shirt, athletic T-shirt, and basketball shorts must be worn under uniform for all 

games and contests.
H. No jewelry may be worn; exceptions are religious regalia or medical bands. Girls are 

allowed to wear ONLY stud earrings. Class rings may be worn also.

NOTE: Uniform/music flip-folder inspections will take place at the beginning before each 
football game and contest performance. 

DURING THE FOOTBALL GAME

1. You are performing the moment you line up to make your entrance into the stadium. 
People will be watching you, so therefore uniformity and how you present yourself are 
important.

2. You will have assigned seats in the bleachers and will remain in your seat till the end of 
the game.

3. When the band plays, be ready to play. Always be ready to do your job to support the 
football team.

4. Do support your football team and show school spirit, but don’t act outside of a class act.
5. Food or drinks are NOT ALLOWED in the stands, only during the 3rd quarter.
6. 3rd quarter break is rewarded to those who have met all requirements during band 

rehearsals, practices, etc. It is a privilege! Please do not be late coming back or you will 
lose it for the next game! However, if students are provided with dinner before the game, 
3rd Quarter will not be given. Only for those who need a drink.

7. Stay in complete uniform unless otherwise directed. All buttons should be buttoned, 
unless otherwise directed. Never wear bandanas, caps, or any footwear besides the 
approved black marching shoes.

8. Cell phones and other electronics are not permitted in the stands during games except 
during third quarter break when permitted.

9. When we go to out-of-town games, ALL rules apply above.
10. On out-of-town games, students will be allowed to ride home with parents but must be 

properly checked out with the Band Director before doing so and must be present after 
the game before the band director releases you over to them. The student must turn in an 
Alternative Transportation form to the band director 48 hours before it is needed.



BUS TRIPS

When it comes to bus trips going to games, concerts, and contests, students will be assigned to 
boys on one bus and girls on the other. In case of a situation regarding transportation of just only 
one bus, seating will be assigned according to boy-boy and girl-girl. Adults as well as the Band 
Director(s) will be supervising the bus. We all need to be mature and responsible when it comes 
to these guidelines.

Guideline for Bus and Travel Guidelines are as follows:

1. Follow all instructions given at all times.
2. Hang your uniform up or lay it flat on your seat or in a seat.
3. Please stay seated while the bus is moving.
4. Keep hands, arms, and head inside the windows. On chartered buses, do not open any 

windows.
5. Small mp3 players, iPods, and cell phones used for music are permissible only with 

headphones or earbuds, and the volume must be turned down so that only the user can 
hear it. Teague ISD is not responsible for any personal belongings if they are stolen, lost, 
etc.

6. No singing, yelling, or cheering is allowed on the bus that can result in distraction for the 
bus driver. Save it for the stands and pep rallies.

7. Follow district policy regarding food and drinks on the bus.
8. When eating in cafeterias/restaurants, band students should always be courteous and 

respectful to all cafeteria/restaurant staff. All students are expected to clean up after 
themselves.

HIGH SCHOOL BAND UNIFORMS

Band uniforms come with no cost toward the student. With that in mind, the uniform should be 
well taken care of at all times by the student and should be worn with pride. Here are some 
simple guidelines to follow by:

A. No altercations should be made to the uniform unless approved to do so by the Band 
Director.

B. Uniforms must be pressed and clean before all performances and football games.
C. White shoes and white socks are to be worn with the uniform.
D. NO jewelry should be worn with the exception of the class ring, religious regalia, and/or 

medical bands. Girls can wear stud earrings.
E. After every performance or game, students must properly put their uniform back onto the 

hangar without causing it to get wrinkled.

Students that DO NOT take care of their Band Uniform are subject to reimbursing items to the 
Band Program and the Teague ISD. If the uniform is mistreated, you will be held responsible for 
repairs, cleaning, or replacement costs.

Uniform Bibbers ----- $80 Uniform Hat-----$70 Uniform Plume-----$30



Uniform Jacket-------- $150 Uniform Bag-----$30 Full Uniform--------$330

NOTE: Take pride in your uniform you wear! It’s what will make you stand out from 
among the rest! Dress to impress, especially when it comes to the judges for contest! 
Uniformity is what defines you as a group and how you present yourself!

BAND EQUIPMENT

 Students using school-owned instruments must pay a $10 fee for each repair to help 
offset maintenance costs. Students that own their personal instrument will be required to 
be pay the full cost of the repair.

 School-owned instruments that are damaged through careless handling or neglect will be 
repaired with the student’s expenses. The school will pay for repairs due to normal wear.

 School-owned instruments may not be used for other than school functions; exception 
that is allowed with prior approval by the Director of Bands.

 DO NOT store extra items such as flip-folders, lyres, music, etc. in your instrument 
cases. You are causing internal damage to the instrument when this happens.

 Always treat your school-owned instrument like it is your own. It is a privilege to have. 
Keep them clean and properly functioning. Instruments should not be left out of cases or 
put on the floor.

 Notify a director if there is a major problem with your instrument.
 Please fill out the instrument repair form, put it in your case and then in the instrument 

repair room on the table.
 Do not lean on stands or walk on chairs.
 Absolutely no horseplay in the band hall.

DRUM MAJOR, LEADERSHIP, GUARD, & TWIRLER GUIDELINES

Any student trying out for Drum Major, Guard, or Leadership must not have been academically 
ineligible and must have maintained good behavior and discipline throughout the school year.

1. All students trying out must sign up prior no later than two weeks before tryouts. All 
forms must be turned in to the director prior to practice for tryouts.

2. Students trying out for Drum Major and Leadership must be a member of the Teague 
High School Band during the current school year and must be entering tenth, eleventh, or 
twelfth grade for the next school year, except for Guard and Twirlers can contain those 
who are entering the ninth grade. Any student trying out must participate (march and 
play) in all band activities during the preceding year. These members must also try out 
for either Solo & Ensemble or All-Region.

3. The number of qualified students trying out will determine the number of Drum Major(s), 
Leadership, Guard, and Twirlers. The number students selected will be determined by the 
band director prior to the audition.

4. All candidates for Drum Major, Leadership, Guard, and Twirlers will perform a set of 
requirements established by the band director before a panel of judges.



5. The Director of Bands will determine the Captain(s) for Guard and Twirlers. The highest 
score does not automatically qualify the candidate for captain.

6. All Guard members must attend a summer camp held at the school to learn routines for 
the next year. Each member must attend camp every day.

7. A playing portion could be included in the scoring of the auditions. Playing portions must 
be completed before the day of the auditions. The playing portion will include but is not 
limited to scales and a sight-reading excerpt.

8. ALL Drum Major(s), Leadership members, Guard and Twirler Captains must maintain an 
‘AB’ average in all classes since these positions are considered upper-level authority, 
project a positive attitude, and conduct themselves in a way that promotes a positive 
image of the band, school, and community. These students must set a prime example of 
leadership in and out of the band program. Any student that DOES NOT follow by these 
expectations and guidelines will be subjected to be removed from their respective role.

9. Guard & Twirlers MUST have routines passed off weekly in preparation for football 
games and marching contests. Any student that DOES NOT pass-off their weekly 
routines will be subjected to being sidelined for that week’s performance(s). If this 
continues to be a recurring event, he/she will be removed indefinitely due to lack of 
expectations of performing standards.

10. Guard & Twirlers will be expected to pay for their uniforms, accessories, camps, etc. The 
incurring expenses can be paid in payments.

BAND SOLO AND ENSEMBLE GUIDELINES

GENERAL

According to UIL rules, students cannot be entered in more than two events. There are a few 
exceptions (see band director for clarification).

ENSEMBLE

This unique opportunity allows students to work in smaller group settings, which also promotes 
more accountability for each person. Furthermore, directors are able to focus on individual’s 
strengths and weaknesses in order to assist each student more effectively. Students are 
responsible for covering the costs of their ensemble fee. All groups that are assigned must be 
heard and approved by a director before performing their solo at contest at least three days before 
the event takes place.

SOLO

This opportunity allows students to showcase their individual talents in a performance setting 
accompanied by a pianist. Solos are not required but highly encouraged. Once a student commits 
to performing a solo, he/she is expected to adequately prepare for the performance and take the 
commitment seriously. Directors will be available for individual instruction.

Our goal is to issue solos before the Christmas holidays. If a student chooses to acquire their own 
accompanist, they are responsible for getting a copy of their piano part, scheduling their own 
practices with the pianist, and scheduling sessions to have a director listen to them perform with 



the accompanist before the contest. The student is also responsible for their accompanist’s fee. 
All students must be heard and approved by a director before performing their solo at contest at 
least three days before the event takes place.

OVERALL

Any student who does not participate at the solo and ensemble contest or sign-up to participate 
and do not attend the contest will be forced to reimburse the small fee.

BAND ALL-REGION GUIDELINES

GENERAL

According to UIL rules, students cannot be entered in more than two events. There are a few 
exceptions (see band director for clarification).

ALL-REGION BAND

This opportunity allows students to showcase their individual talents in a performance setting 
based off prepared material including two pieces selected by Association of Texas Small School 
Bands and playing a selected list of major scales. Not only does this allow students to showcase 
their individual talents, but it allows for opportunities for students to be recognized placed in two 
Region Bands if made the cut based on their performance, and if given a high enough rating at 
their try-out could advance them to All-Area and even on to All-State. This also provides 
collegiate band scholarship opportunities to students based on how far they advance as well as 
college recruits being on the lookout for them as well. 

Our goal is to issue these pre-selected pieces and scales to the students as soon as the start of the 
school year. All students are strongly encouraged to participate in this event and for those who 
sign-up must be heard and approved before going to the event at least three days before the event 
takes place.

LETTER JACKET POLICY

Letter jackets are awarded to all band students who have been in the Teague HS Band for at least 
two years or who have met special criteria prior to their senior year. This is excluding if you 
participated as an eighth grader.

All seniors who have not yet been received a jacket prior to their senior are eligible to receive a 
jacket provided they are a member of the band their senior year.

To earn a letterman jacket in band, students must earn 100 points under the following point 
system and be in good standing with the Director of Bands. Points earned will carry over from 
year-to-year. The student must also prove intent on being in band the following year:

 50 points – Making the ATSSB All-State Band
 30 points – Making the ATSSB All-Area
 25 points – Each year completed in HS Band



 20 points – Making the ATSSB All-Region Band
 20 points – Making State Solo & Ensemble Contest
 20 points – Holding a Drum Major, Leadership, Guard/Twirler Captain position
 10 points – Trying out for the HS ATSSB All-Region Band
 10 points – Competing/Performing at a UIL Marching/Concert Contest
 10 points – Participation in Rodeo Parade

COVID-19 HS BAND GUIDELINES

These are unfortunate and trying times for everyone, including the students, faculty, and staff at 
Teague ISD. Students and parents must understand that these procedures and guidelines will be 
implemented to ensure the safety of all students and staff personnel within Teague ISD. We will 
do our ultimate best to follow these procedures in place. To be in compliance with government 
and local school district officials, these COVID-19 Band Guidelines will be enforced: 

 Students are REQUIRED to wear masks when entering and exiting the Band Hall and 
must have them on them at all times inside the Band Hall and any room that corresponds 
with the Band Hall.

 Students are REQUIRED to wear a mask outside if they cannot practice social distancing 
when not actively engaged in performance during marching band.

 Students will be REQUIRED to use hand sanitizer entering and exiting the Band Hall.
 Chairs and stands will be disinfected with spray every day and after every class.
 When actively engaged in performance (Marching/Concert season), students will not be 

required to wear a mask, but will be required to have it around their neck at all times; 
unless social distancing cannot be practiced or if they are not actively engaged in 
participating at that specific moment in time.

 During Marching Band, there will be a few days where we will be inside in full band and 
many days where we will be outside in full band for Marching Band preparation. Social 
distancing will be promoted and integrated in the drill for the marching show. Students 
must have their masks on them at all times.  

 Students CANNOT come into direct physical contact with any other student inside the 
HS Band class during summer band/regular class/evening rehearsals, etc. If caught not 
social distancing, that student will be forced NOT to return to after-school band activities 
for 2-weeks and could potentially lose their spot for performance. PLEASE stress this to 
your child! We want them to be able to return to a “normal” year, but only if they are 
educated to know what is best for their safety and personal health.

 When loading the band trailer, students are REQUIRED to wear masks at all times.
 When traveling to football games/contests, students will be REQUIRED to wear masks at 

all times, use hand sanitizer upon entry/exit, and windows on the bus will be open for 
venting purposes and air circulation. Students will be one to a seat.

 At football games/contests/performances, students are REQUIRED to wear masks at all 
times.



 When entering the band hall, students will be screened for temperature check. Students 
entering the band hall are REQUIRED to wear masks, gather their instrument/music 
belongings, and go straight to their designated area for further assignment. Name tags 
will be placed on chairs/stands for seating assignment. Once the student has located their 
seating assignment, masks must be worn under their neck unless not actively performing.

 When exiting the band hall or transitioning to an area (restroom/ensemble room/practice 
room/outside class rehearsal), students are REQUIRED to wear their mask when social 
distancing is not safe. Upon exit, students are REQUIRED to use hand sanitizer.

 During Summer Marching Band rehearsals, students are REQUIRED to bring their own 
sack lunch/dinner, water bottles, other personal accessories, etc. and CANNOT share 
with other students. The student’s name must be on their personalized items for use.

 Brass students will be given access to plastic buckets to dump their excess saliva from 
instruments into to limit the possible spread of COVID-19 onto the Band Hall floor. 
Woodwind students will be given access to face shields during rehearsal performances 
and playing performances; except for marching halftime shows or marching contests.

NOTE: COVID-19 Guidelines and Procedures will and can be implemented, revised, or 
altered as more information comes from government/state/local district officials to this 
Band Handbook. As for now until further notice otherwise, any violation of these 
guidelines and procedures can be grounds for suspension for 2-weeks and possible loss of 
marching spot during Marching Band. PLEASE take this seriously!


