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1.  Learning is Circular 

We all learn from each other. 

Learning flows from the teacher to the student. 

Learning flows from the student to the teacher. 

 

Learning flows from the parent to the child. 

Learning flows from the child to the parent.  



1.  Learning is Circular 

 

Students (Children) need teachers and 

Parents to love learning from them. 

 

They need everyone to understand that as 
children with Autism Spectrum Disorder(s) they 
may not understand the first time and teachers 
and parents need to enjoy learning how to help 

the child learn.   



2. We are a Team 

 

Success depends on everyone working together. 

Just like on a baseball team, everyone works 
towards one goal-winning. 

 

A child with autism needs everyone on his or her 
team helping to ensure success.  If progress is 
not being made, the team needs a new plan. 



3.  I Think Differently  

 

Because I think differently-you must teach 
differently.  

If you want me to color inside the lines-reach 
outside the lines. 

If you want me to see the world in all the colors 
of the rainbow-understand that I see my world 

in black and white. 



3.  I Think Differently  

 
My brain thinks differently than does yours. 

What comes naturally to you is foreign to me. 
 

You make connections easily, identify relationships 
with people around and understand it all without 

structured teaching. 
For me, they stand alone, independent of one 

another.  I need help making sense of it all.  I cannot 
connect the dots. 



3.  I Think Differently  

 

Please realize how differently we think. 

 

Please understand that I cannot understand 

things like you can. 

 

Please teach me without frustration. 



4.  Behavior is Communication:  
Yours, Mine, and Ours 

 

All behavior occurs for a reason. 

Behavior gives information about what is 
happening between you and me or about 

something that is happening somewhere we 
cannot see.  

It tells you, even without words, how I perceive 
my environment. 



4.  Behavior is Communication:  
Yours, Mine, and Ours 

 

I really do want to learn to interact 
appropriately. 

Negative behavior gets in the way of learning. 

Nobody likes to “get in trouble” and have their 
feelings crushed. 

When this happens, it is usually an indication of 
sensory overload of one or more senses. 



4.  Behavior is Communication:  
Yours, Mine, and Ours 

 

IMPORTANT 

Behavior is a symptom. 

Look beyond the behavior to see what is wrong. 

Only getting me to stop the behavior but not 
fixing the problem does not help the next time.  

Teach me replacement behaviors so I can act in 
a more age appropriate manner next time. 



5.  Glitched, Garbled and Bewildered 

  

Communication is the Key! 

 

If I cannot communicate effectively, 

I cannot learn. 

Help me learn to communicate. 

Use technology if I cannot speak.  



6.  Teach the Whole Me 

 

“I am much more than a set of broken or 
missing parts.” 

 

Please see me as a child, a student, a whole 
person.  That is what I see when I look in the 

mirror.  

 



6.  Teach the Whole Me 

 

Just teaching me facts or skills is not enough. 

 

I need to be taught social and emotional skills 
too so I can fit in better in the world in which I 

live.  



7.  Be Curious.. Be very Curious 

 

I wonder? 

Be curious about what makes me who I am? 

What interests me? 

Your curiosity is the key to finding about me 
because I will not take the initiative. 

Please go above and beyond the bare minimum.   

Will you please push me? 

 



7.  Be Curious.. Be very Curious 

 

I need you to teach me that you really care 
about me.   

After that, I will move out of my comfort zone 
into a world that sometimes scares me and feels 

overwhelming. 

I will be more likely to learn things that are 
interesting to me. 

How much could we learn together??? 



8.  Can I Trust You?   

 

I must trust you before I can learn from you. 

Please build my trust in you so I can learn from 
you. 

Just because you are the teacher does not mean 
I am going to trust you.  You have to earn my 

trust. 



8.  Can I Trust You?  

 

When you have earned my trust, it is easier for 
me to see and feel that what you are teaching 

me is relevant. 

 

Trusting you leads to trusting me.  

When I trust myself-watch me learn !! 



9.  Believe 

 

Henry Ford said: “Whether you think you can or 
whether you think you can’t, you are usually 

right.” 

If you really believe that I can learn I will. 

If you really believe I cannot learn I won’t. 

You can be my cheerleader or my naysayer.  
Encourage, please. 



10.  Teach Me How to Fish 

 

I need the skills to live my adult life as 
independently as possible. 

Make learning as relevant as possible. 

Teach me how to use knowledge in a functional 
way to be independent and interdependent in 

my adult life. 

 



10.  Teach Me How to Fish 

 

Teach me how to interact with neighbors, friend, 
co-workers, supervisors, and people in the world 

in general. 

 

“Give a man a fish and you feed him for the day.   

Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a 
lifetime.” Please feed me for a lifetime.  



Contact Information 

• Please let me know if you want further information.  I 
have the contact information for the entire book.  It is a 
great book. 
 

• Catherine Schmidt, M.Ed. 
• Teague ISD 
• Director of Special Education/504/Principal 
• cschmidt@teagueisd.org 
• 254-739-1440 
• Teague ISD-Where Great Things Happen for Kids Every 

Day 
 

mailto:cschmidt@teagueisd.org

