
Meeting the Needs of All 

Students  



Strategy 1: Representing Knowledge 

 According to research, knowledge is stored in two 

forms : linguistic and visual.  The more students use 
both forms in the classroom, the  more opportunity 
they have to achieve.   

 Nonlinguistic representation restates concepts in visual 
form. 

 Timelines, drawings/illustrations, graphic organizers, 
power points, models, physical movement, posters, 
brochures are all examples of nonlinguistic 
representation. 

 



Representing Knowledge 

 This is particularly relevant to 
the classroom, because 
studies have consistently 
shown that teachers primarily 
present new knowledge to 
students linguistically. 

___________________________
_________________ 

 Graphic organizers 

 Pictographic representations 

 Mental images 

 Physical models 

 Kinesthetic representations 

 Mnemonic Devices 

 



Graphic Organizers 

   The more we use 

nonlinguistic 

   representations while 

learning, the better we 

can think about and 

recall our knowledge. 

 

 



Nonlinguistic Representations 

 In addition to being 

effective nonlinguistic 

representations, graphic 

organizers can also 

serve as advance 

organizers by presenting 

the knowledge they are 

about to engage in 

visually. 

 

Simple 
Machines 

lever 

pulley 

wedge 

screw 

 



Nonlinguistic Representations 

  

 
Union 

Generals 

Scott 

McClellan 

Halleck 

Grant 



Mnemonic Devices 

Mnemonics is a memory 

enhancing 

instructional strategy that 

involves 

teaching students  to link 

new information 

that is taught to 

information they 

already 

know. 

 



Mnemonic Device Protocol 



Pictographic Representations 

 Creating logographic cards can help students 
learn vocabulary words.   

 

 

 

 

 

 On one side of the card, students write the 
vocabulary words; on the other side, they write the 
definition and draw a logograph that suggests the 
meaning of the word. 

 

Logographic Card 

 

 



   EXAMPLES 

 Word: 

 Precarious Logographic Cue: 

Word: 

Apparition 

Logographic Cue: 



Let’s See Another Instructional 

Strategy 

 ANCHOR ACTIVITY 

 

 



  Anchor Activities 

 on-going assignments 

tied to the curriculum 

and for which students 

are accountable that 

can be worked on 

independently 

throughout a grading 

period or longer. 

 



What Is an Anchor Activity? 

 It is curriculum-
based. 

 It has 
instructional 
clarity. 

 It is differentiated 
to meet the needs 
of each student. 

 It is engaging. 
 



   Anchor Activities 

 Anchor activities are ongoing  

assignments that students 

can work on independently throughout a unit, a 

grading period or longer. 

 



Examples of Anchor Activities 

 Read 

 Journaling  

 Learning Packets  

 Listening Centers  

 Learning/Interest Centers  

 School Library Media Center 

 Research Questions or Projects 

 Commercial Kits and Materials 

 



  Using Anchor Activities to 

    Create Groups 
 Teach the whole class to work independently and quietly 

on the anchor activity 

 

 Half the class works    Other half works 

 on anchor activity  Flip flop              on different activity 

 

 1/3 works on 

 Anchor activity. 1/3 works on a 

    different activity 1/3 work  
      with teachers 

         Direct instruction 

 



Let’s Discuss Another Important 

Strategy:  

 

 

 

 Note Taking 



Note Taking:  An Important Skill for 

All Students. 
 NOTE TAKING enhances both immediate 

and long-term recall by providing a written 

record for later review. 

 The shorter more concise the notes tend to 

aid recall better than long rambling notes 

 Reviewing personal lecture notes together 

with the teacher’s notes or handouts 

facilitates even greater recall 

 

 



  Note Taking Challenges 

“I can’t write down everything the teacher says 

because the teacher talks too fast.” 

“The notes that I take are disorganized and hard to 

understand.” 

“I have trouble taking notes from a taped lecture.” 

“The notes I take when I read don’t help me.” 

“ I have difficulty taking notes because I get 

distracted.” 

Students must have explicit instruction in note 

taking skills and strategies. 



   Note Taking 

Research says….. 

*Verbatim note taking is least effective and strongly 

discouraged 

*Notes should be considered a work in progress 

*The most powerful use of notes is to review for 

tests 

*Review and revision of notes is necessary for the 

full benefit to be achieved 

 



  Web Note Taking 

 Webbing uses the relative size of circles to 

indicate the importance of ideas and lines to 

indicate relationships. 

 More important ideas are in larger circles than 

less important ideas. 

 Lines from one circle to another indicate that the 

concepts in the connected circles are related in 

some way. 

 Webbing provides a visual representation. 

 



   SIMPLE WEB 



  MORE COMPLEX WEB 



NOTE TAKINGACCOMMODATIONS 

 PowerPoint handouts 

 

 Notes with key words 

missing 

 

 Tape recorded lectures 

 

 Technology 



Teacher Prepared Notes 

 Gives students a clear idea of what you think 

is important and help them focus their 

learning. 

 

 Be sure to provide an opportunity to interact 

with the notes in some way: 

 -Fill in the blank 

 -Draw a picture in the column 

 -Write a summary statement 



Value of Note Taking 

 Notes should be 

reviewed and used: 

 

 Prior to tests 

 Review of previous 

lessons 

 Processing with peers 



 Note Taking Tips 

 Write down websites for further research 

 Focus on what is written on the board 

 Focus on what is written in the PowerPoint 

 Pay attention to nonverbal cues (e.g. louder 

tone, emphasis, pausing, etc.) 

 Pay attention to body language (e.g. hand 

movements, facial expression, etc.) 



LET’S DISCUSS MEETING THE NEEDS OF 

ALL LEARNERS IN THE CLASSROOM 

 ACCOMMODATIONS 

 MODIFICATIONS 

 INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 



DEVELOP A COMMON VOCABULARY 

Interventions: 

 Instructional Strategy 
 Strategies for strengthening processes for learning 

 Does NOT change the content of instruction. 

 Accommodation  
 a change in teaching or learning strategies based on the specific needs of a 

student with a disability (e.g., oral testing, highlighted textbooks, short 
answer tests) (strategy to bypass a process) 

 Does NOT change the content of instruction. 

 Modification  
 a change in the curriculum of a course (e.g., eliminating one or more of the 

TEKS or changing the grade level of certain TEKS) 

 Changes the content of instruction 

 



Understanding the difference 

Interventions:   

 

Instructional 

Strategy 

Strengthen 

 Link material to previous learning 

 Chunking 

 Mnemonics 

Accommodation 

By-pass 

 Copy of notes 

 Recorded text 

 Highlighted text 

 Shortened assignment 

Modification 
 Change 

• Reduce the number of TEKS to be mastered 

• Off grade level instruction 

• Answers the question: What to Teach? 

 



ACCOMMODATIONS 

 Indicates changes to how the content is: 

 1. taught, 

 2. made accessible, and/or 

 3. assessed 

 Accommodations do not change what the 

student is expected to master.  The 

objectives of the course remain the same. 

 



Accommodations Categories 

 Presentation Accommodations  

 Allow students to access information in ways that 

do not require them to visually read standard print. 

These alternate modes of access are auditory, 

multi-sensory, tactile, and visual. 

 Prompts: Bullets, Stars, Arrows, Highlighter 

 Add color for emphasis 

 Masking: cutting, folding, work window 



Accommodation Categories 

 Response Accommodations  

 Allow students to complete assignments, tests, 

and activities in different ways or to solve or 

organize problems using some type of assistive 

device or organizer. 

 Setting Accommodations  

 Change the location in which a test or assignment 

is given or the conditions of the assessment 

setting. 

 



ACCOMMODATIONS CATEGORIES 

 Timing/Scheduling Accommodations  

 Increase the allowable length of time to complete 

a test or assignment and may also change the 

way the time is organized. 

 



Review Current Accommodations 

 What accommodations are currently used by the student 
during instruction and for assessments? 

 What are results for assignments and assessments 
when accommodations were used and not used? 

 Are there effective combinations of accommodations? 

 What difficulties did student experience when using 
accommodations? 

 What is student’s perception of how well 
accommodations “worked”? 

 What are perceptions of parents, teachers and 
specialists about how well accommodations “worked”? 



OF THE ACCOMMODATIONS THAT MATCH 

THE STUDENT’S NEEDS, CONSIDER 

 The student’s willingness to learn to use the 

accommodation  

 Opportunities to learn how to use the 

accommodation in classroom settings 

 Conditions for use on state assessments 



MODIFICATIONS 

 Modification: 

 a change in the curriculum of a 
course (e.g., eliminating one or more 
of the TEKS or changing the grade 
level of certain TEKS) 

 Changes the content of instruction 



Instructional Strategies 

 Strategies for strengthening processes for 
learning 

 Does NOT change the content of 
instruction. 

 



Examples of Accommodations 

 Students are to do a research report for a 

history class.  Some students are given two 

of the five required resources.  These 

recourses are complete enough for the 

students to meet the report standard, and the 

criteria for finding appropriate references are 

waived because they are not essential to the 

expected outcome.  The students will be 

required to find three supporting references. 

 



Examples of Accommodations 

 In HS biology class the general education 

teacher presents parts of a cell.  During 

follow-up activities, the students are required 

to label the parts and write definitions for the 

parts.  One teacher oversees students filling 

in a worksheet while the other teacher works 

with a group of students who are using paper 

labels to identify parts and match them with 

definition cards. 

 



Example of Modifications 

 In a HS chemistry class, students are 

expected to demonstrate knowledge of the 

periodic table by filling one out.  On the final 

exam, certain students are given an 

assessment that requires them to sort 

vocabulary cards by atomic numbers, weight 

and symbol.  They then complete a partially 

filled out periodic table. 

 



Example of Modifications 

 Some students have to know 10/20 

vocabulary words that are taught each week.  

Their grade is determined on accuracy of 

matching the ten words each week to their 

definition 

 



Examples of Instructional Strategies 

 The special education teacher pre-teaches 

vocabulary to everyone as in introduction to new 

concepts.  Students develop practical application of 

the vocabulary.  The class is divided into two 

groups.  One group moves on with the concept 

instruction while the other group meets with the 

special education teacher for further vocabulary 

instruction.  The groups rotate, and one group gets 

concept instruction while the other extends their use 

of taught vocabulary. 



Examples of Instructional Strategies 

 Students work in teams of four to create a 

presentation for their views of stem cell 

research.  Each student in each group is 

assigned a particular role (recorder, 

organizer, resource collector, and fact 

checker) with specified tasks to do to 

accomplish that role.  Students are given 

guidance by the teachers as needed to keep 

the assignment on track. 

 



Food for Thought When Planning Your 

Lessons!!!!!!!!! 

 HOW WE LEARN 

 10% of what we read 

 20% of what we hear 

 30% of what we see 

 50% of what we both see and hear 

 70% of what is discussed with others 

 80% of what we experience personally 

 95% of what we TEACH someone else 
Source: William Glasser 

“COGNITIVE MANIPULATIVE” 

 

 



From Researched Based Strategies  

Dr. Ruby Payne, Ph.D. 

Dr. Payne offers real strategies for 

working with students that 

demonstrate problems in the 

classroom.  The next few slides come 

from the book above.  They are a list 

of suggestions to use with students so 

we “never give up.”  



Strategies for Students who Don’t Work 

Well with Others 
 

1.  Plan for the behavior   

2. Build a reward system based on implementing your own plan 

3. Storybook to improve behavior-drawings and pictures to identify 

correct behavior 

4. Metaphor story-technique from neurolinguistic programming 

that uses metaphor story to identify causation behind a particular 

behavior 

5. Relationships of mutual respect 

6.Future Story-a role identify and a future plan that includes 

education 

7. Development of appropriate boundaries 

 

 

 



Strategies for Students who Bully 

Others 
1.  Planning for behavior 

2. Building a reward system based on implementing your own plan 

3. Service Learning-Giving back to the community in service has 

very high payoffs in developing resilience and adult capacity 

4. Storybook to Improve Behavior 

5. Adult Voice-there are three voice: adult voice, child voice, and 

parent voice 

6. Classroom Management-95% of discipline referrals come the first 

or last five minutes of class because of lack of procedures. 
 



Strategies for Students who Socialize 

Excessively 
1.Planning academic tasks-to complete tasks requires planning, 

which requires procedural self-talk.  Because the executive 

functions of some poor children’s brains are less developed, 

planning and self-talk can be directly taught using games and 

procedural tools. 

2. Planning for Behavior. 

3. Building a reward system based on implementing your own plan. 

4. Peer mediation-Teachers questioning and the adult voice is 

critical for conflict resolution 

5. Adult voice- 

6. Classroom management 



Strategies for Students who Have 

Almost No Friends, are Isolated 
1.  Structured Partners in Learning. 

2. Self-Assessment of Resources- 

3. Planning for Behavior 

4. Building a reward system based on   

implementing our own plan. 

5. Relationships of mutual respect 

 



Strategies for Students who Has Few 

Words to Resolve Conflict 
1.  Translating Casual Register (language) to formal 

register (language,.) To build formal register, one 

must use the current vocabulary and build upon it.  

One way to build it is to translate casual register 

(what is known to formal register.) 

2. Peer mediation 

3. Storybook to Improve Behavior 

4.Adult voice. 



Strategies for Students who Do 

Assignments Incorrectly 
1. Content Comprehension (structure, purpose, pattern, processes of the discipline.)  

2. Mental Models for Academic Content (drawings, stories, and analogies that translate 

ideas into sensory representations or experiences that help make sense of information and 

increase memory of information. 

3. Procedural Self-Talk 

4. Nonfiction Reading Strategies (to complete a task requires a systematic approach 

5. Problem-solving process (input process)-to complete a task requires a systematic 

approach 

6. Step sheets 

7. Taking control of your own learning tools (complexity, autonomy and the relationship 

between effort and reward are prerequisites for making meaning) 

8. Self-assessment rubrics-Evaluation is at the highest level of Bloom’s Taxonomy 

9. Writing organizers/text patterns-(to write one must organize against purpose for writing 

and structure of writing) 

10. Sorting important from unimportant using summarizing, cartooning, graphic 

organizers, visuals, compare and contrast activities 

 



Strategies for Students who Don’t Hand in 

Work Done Outside of Class 
1. Extra time-using technology, scheduling double periods or 

tutorials 

2. Planning academic tasks 

3.  Planning for Behavior 

4.  Building a reward system based on implementing your own plan 

5. Peer mediation 

6.  Planning to control impulsivity 

7. Development of Appropriate Boundaries (boundaries are a factor 

in emotional health.  These include boundaries in behavior 

relationships, verbal comments, judgments accusations, physical 

space, physical touch, bullying and questions.  It must be directly 

taught.  

 



Strategies for Students who Cannot 

Transfer Information from the Board 

 
1. Spatial orientation/transferring objects in 

representational space (needed for organization and math 

(rotate this object). Spatial orientation is how objects are 

represented in space, e.g. a map represents objects in 

space. 

 

2.Eyes in the Visual Position: Neurologically, when eyes 

are up, the brain is accessing visual information.  This is 

important in math. 



Strategies for Students who Don’t 

Hand in Work Done In Class 

1. Step Sheets 

2. Planning Academic Tasks 

3. Planning for Behavior 

4. Building a reward system based on 

implementing your own plan 

5. Planning to control impulsivity 



Strategies for Students who Don’t 

Follow Directions Well 

 

1. Procedural Self-Talk 

2. Step Sheets 

3.  Plan and Label 



Strategies for Students who Will not 

Attempt Tasks 
1.  Mental models for academic content 

2. Problem solving process 

3. Step Sheets 

4.Structured Partners in Learning( Talking opens neural pathways, 

builds relationships and enhances understandings.) 

5. Plan and label 

6. Planning for Behavior 

7. Building a reward system based on implementing your own plan 

8. Affirmations (Nurturing, positive self-talk allows for task 

completion, learning new tasks, etc.  This is very important in 

learning. 

9. Planning to control impulsivity 



Strategies for Students who Misuse 

Time 
1. Procedural Self-Talk 

2. Step sheets 

3. Planning Academic Tasks 

4. Planning Your Grade  

5. Plan and label 

6. Planning Behavior 

7. Classroom Management 

8. Planning to Control Impulsivity 

 



Strategies for Students Who Skip 

Steps/Parts of the Assignment 

1. Procedural Self-Talk 

2. Problem Solving (To complete a 

task requires a systematic approach) 

3. Step Sheets 

4. Self-assessment rubrics 

5. Plan and label 



LET’S TALK CONTENT 

 
STUDENTS WHO ARE OVERWHELMED BY 

INFORMATION 

 

1.Content Comprehension (structure, purpose, patterns) 

2. Mental Models for Academics (drawings, stories,) 

3. Step Sheets (games and procedural tools) 

4. Taking control of your own learning tools 



Strategies for Students Who Are Not 

Functioning on Grade Level 

 
1. Extra time-using technology, scheduling double periods or 

tutorials 

2. Composing Questions (Don’t ask “what part don’t you 

understand because they will say all of it or none of it, compose 

your questions to be specific?) 

3. Response to Intervention (RTI is a federally mandated approach 

for general education to address student needs.  It is an intervention 

to meet the needs of students.) 



Strategies for Students Who Do Not 

Know the Purpose of the Content 

 

1. Content Comprehension (structure, 

purpose, pattern, process of the 

discipline) 

2. Mental Models for academic content 



Strategies for Students Who Do Not 

Remember the Information the Next Day 

 

1. Mental Models for Academic Content 

2. Sorting information from unimportant 

using summarizing, cartooning, graphic 

organizers, visuals, compare/contrast 

activities. 

3. Teaching input strategies using games 

4. Plan and Label 



Reading/ELA: Cannot discern what is and is not 

important to remember in text 

 

1.  Nonfiction reading strategy (a taught approach, 

systematic approach to reading.,) 

2. Sorting important from unimportant using 

summarizing, cartooning, graphic organizers, visuals, 

compare/contrast activities. 

3. Fiction reading organizer/sorter ( To organize fiction 

one has to remember the characters, the beginning, 

middle and end (plot development): the setting; and the 

problem and/or the goal.  Any organizer that helps a 

student identify these things facilitates summarization and 

sorting  



Strategies for Students Who Has 

Disorganized Writing Samples 
1. Mental models for academic content 

2. Self-assessment rubrics 

3. Writing organizers/text patterns (Teaching text patters and 

organizers facilitates the process of writing) 

4. Mental models for formal register. (Writing fluency is based on 

formal register.) 



Strategies for Students Who Write Short 

Samples with Limited Vocabulary 
1.  Sketching for Vocabulary (Visual memory precedes 

verbal memory.  Linguistic definitions were preceded by a 

visual representation in the brain. 

2. Translating casual register to formal register. 

3. Writing organizers/text patterns. 

4. Language/vocabulary development( Vocabulary is the 

tool the brain uses to think. Formal register is the 

vocabulary or ideas and abstract representational systems.  

5. Teaching adverbs and prepositions 

6. Mental models for formal register. 



Strategies for Students Who Write 

Below Grade Level 

1.  Extra time-using technology, 

scheduling (double periods) or tutors 

2. Mental models for academic content 

3. Sketching for vocabulary 

4. Mental models for formal register 

 



Strategies for Students Who Do Not Complete 

Constructed Response Questions on Tests 

 

1.  Composing Questions  

2. Step Sheets 

3.  Mental Models for Process 

4.  Plan and Label 



Strategies for Students Who Use 

Inappropriate Verb Tense in Writing 

 

1.   Language/Vocabulary Development 

2.   Mental Model for Formal Register 



Strategies for Students Who Cannot 

Discriminate Main Idea 

1.  Nonfiction Reading Strategies 

2. Sorting important from unimportant 

using summarizing, cartooning, graphic 

organizers, visuals, compare/contrast 

activities 

3.  Fiction reading organizer/sorter 

4. Plan and label 



Strategies for Students Who Are 

Unwilling to Read 

1.  Teach Decoding (Tucker Strategy is 

one Strategy that is kinesthetic) 

2. Structured Pattern in Learning 

3.  Plan and Label 

 



Strategies for Students Who Cannot 

Decode with Fluency 

1.  Teach Decoding (Tucker strategy is 

one strategy that is kinesthetic.) 

2. Automaticity (The more complex a 

process, the more parts of that process 

have to be automatic. Math facts are an 

example.  In reading, you have to 

decode at a rate that does not interfere 

with learning.) 



Strategies for Students Who Can Read but 

Does not Understand What was Read 

1.  Composing Questions 

2. Nonfiction reading strategy 

3. Sorting important from unimportant using 

summarizing, cartooning, graphic organizers, 

visuals, compare/contrast activities 

4. Fiction reading organizer/sorter 



Strategies for Students Who Have 

Mostly Casual Register Vocabulary 

1.  Composing Questions 

2. Sketching for Vocabulary 

3. Translating Casual Register to Formal 

Register 

4.  Language/vocabulary development 



Strategies for Students Who Have 

Difficulty with Problem Solving (Math) 

1. Procedural Self-Talk 

2. Problem – Solving Process (teach a 

systematic approach) 

3. Step Sheets 



Strategies for Students Who Cannot 

Follow Columns or Rows 

1. Spatial orientation/transferring 

objects in representational space (needed 

for organization and math 

2. Teaching adverbs and prepositions 

 



Strategies for Students Who Cannot 

Follow Most Math Processes 

1. Problem solving processes 

2. Step sheets 

3. Plan and label 



Strategies for Students Who Does Not Know Basic Math 

Facts in Any Operations 

 

Automaticity 



Strategies for Students Who Has 

Difficulty with Math Vocabulary 

1.  Sketching for Vocabulary 

2. Translating Casual Register to Formal 

Register 

3. Mental Models for Process 

4. Language/vocabulary Development 

5. Plan and Label 



Strategies for Students Who Have 

Difficulty with Math Concepts 
1.  Content Comprehension (structure, purpose, 

pattern, process of the discipline) 

2. Mental Models for Academic Concepts 

3. Translating casual register to formal register 

4. Art and Music Instruction (both art and music 

each students to translate between an abstract 

symbol (a note, a drawing) and as sensory sound 

or object it represents.  Music also teachers math.  



Strategies for Students Who Cannot 

Rotate Visual Figures (geometry) 

1. Spatial orientation/transferring 

objects in representational  space 

2. Art and Music Instruction. 



Strategies for Students Who Have 

Difficulty Doing Equations 

1.  Mental Models for Processes 

2. Teaching Input Strategies Using 

Games 

3. Spatial orientation/transferring 

objects in representational space 



Strategies for Students Who Have Frequent 

Unexcused Absences and/or Tardies 

1. Self-Assessment of Resources 

2. Future Story 

3. The R Rules (Teach the Hidden Rules) 

4. Collaboration for Kids (A process developed 

in Virginia to access all community agencies, 

judges, law enforcement, etc. to address at-

risk behaviors early, with nearly a 90% 

success rate. 



Let Me Help! 

 Cathy Schmidt 

 254-739-1440 

 cschmidt@teagueisdorg 

Never hesitate to call if I 

can help you! 

    Have a great year 

meeting the needs of 

all the students at 

Teague Independent 

School District! 

 

mailto:cschmidt@teagueisdorg

